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Mr. CUSHING rose for the purpose of cufirming the point 
of order made by the gentleman trom Virginia, [Mr. Drom. 
LE.] It was not in order to move that the House refuse to 
excuse, genticmen from voting who have not asked to beex- 


used. 
; The SPEAKER said the modification of the gentleman from 
New York was notin order. ; aa Ee 
“Mr. RUSSELL then withdrew his modification, and observed 
that he rested on his original resolution. 
The SPEAKER then stated the question to be on the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from New York, (Mt. Russ 1.) 
Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS called for the yeas and nays, which 
dered. 
*\r. DROMGOOLE rose to the same point of ordet on the re- 
solution that had been decided in the modification. It was not 
inorder for the Ifouse to entertain a motion after the yeas and 
nays had been called and before the result was announced. Be- 
sides, Mr. D. said the House could not compela gentleman to 
yote who declined voung. aha : 
The SPEAKER said that no compulsion was contemplated in 
the resolution, and that it was in order then to offer it, for that 
was the enly time at which it could be offered to have any et- 


fect. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE appealed from the decision of the Cuam. 
The yeasaud nays, he said, had just been taken, and before the 
resuit was announced, they were called upon to take the yeas 
and nays again on another motion, and perhaps to be followed 
by asimilar motion, should any gentleman refuse to vote. He 
implored the House to save thein from such an absurdity as 
thatof again taking the yeas and nays before the result was an- 
nounced on the question that had been taken. Mr. D. then 
moved the previous question on the appeal, which having been 
sended, and the previous question put and carried, 

Mr. RUSSELL demanded the yeas and nays on the main 
question on the appeal; which were ordered, and resulted, yeas 
97, nays 103. , 
wo the decision of the Cuarr being reversed, 

The votes of the members, as they severally voted on the 
main question of Mr. Perrikin’s amendment, were called over 
by the Clerk, and 

"The SPEAKER announeed the result to be yeas 111, nays 91, 

follows: 

VEAS— Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. 
Brown, AlbertG. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William 
0. Butler, Bynum, Carr, Carrell, Casey, Ohapman, Clifford, 
Coles, Conner, Craig Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, 
John W. Davis, Doan, Doig, Droomgoole, Duncan, Earl, East- 
man, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, 
Hammond, Hand, Jolin Hastings, Hawkins, Hili of North 
Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Holmes, [fook, Howard, Hubbard, 
Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, 
Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, 
Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ram- 
sey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Robinson, Edward Rogers, James 
Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, 
Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Francis Thornas, Philip F. 
Thomas, Jacob ‘VThompson, Turney, David D. Wagener, 
Watterson, Weller, Wick, Henry Williams, and Worthing- 
ton—L11. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, Barnard, 
Bell, Biddle, Bond, Botts, Brockway, William B. Campbell, 
Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, Mark A. 
Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, 
Edward Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dil- 
lett, Edwatds, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, James Garland, 
Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Goggin, Goode, Graham, 
Granger, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, William S. Has- 
lings, Hawes, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, Hunt, James, 
Jenifer, Charles Johnston, Wiliiam Cost Johnson, Kempshaill, 
King, Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Morgan, 
Calvary Morris. Nisbet, Osborne, Pope, Proffit, Randall, Ran- 
delph, Raiden, Raynet, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Simon- 
ton, Slade, Truman Smith, Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, Tilling- 
hast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Feter J. Wagner, 
John White, ‘Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph 
1. a, Christopher H. Williams, and Sherrod Wil- 
liams—91, 

The amendment of Mr.-Perrikin having been thus adopted 
the question recurred on the resolution as amended. 

Mr. TURNEY called for the yeas and nays, which were or- 


The question was then taken by yeas and nays; but before the 
result was announced from the Cuair, 

Mr. HABERSHAM, who was absent "when his name was 
called, asked leave to have his vote recorded in the negative. 

Cries of no, no, not in order, from several. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman could not now vote, 
without the general consent of the House. 

Mr. HABERSHAM then moved to suspend the rules, in order 
toadmit a motion to allow him to vote. 

Mr. TURNEY inquired if the motion of the gentleman from 
Georgia was inorder. It was decided by the vote on the appeal 
taken by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Dromcoo.e,] that 
fo motion was in order afier the yeas and nays had been taken, 
before the result was announced from the Cuam. 

The SPEAKER said the motion of the gentieman from Geor- 
fia was not in order, and then announced the result of the vote 
just taken, as—yeas 111, nays 80, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atlterton, 
Banks, Beatiy, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, Wm. O, 
Butler, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, 
Conner, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, John 

- Davis, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, 
Ely, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Ham- 
mond, John Hastings, Hawkins, John Hill of North Ca- 
rolina, Hillen, Holleman, Holmes, Hook, Howard, Hubbard 
Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, J, 
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W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Medill, Miller, 
Montgomery, 8. W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, 
Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rey- 
nolds, Rhett, Riyes, Robinson, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, 
Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith. Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Tay- 
lor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas. Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Henry 
Williams, and Worthington—111. 

NAYS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Andrews, Birnard, Bell, 
Biddle, Bond, Botts, Brockway, William B. Campbel), Carter, 
Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, 
Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Davies, 
Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Edwards, Evans, 
Everett, Fillmore, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gates, Gen- 
try, Goggin, Goode, Graham, (ranger, Graves, Green, Grinnell, 
William 8. Hastings, Richard Hawes, Thomas Henry, John 
Hill of Virginia, Ogden Hoffman, Francis James, Daniel 
Jenifer, Charles Johnston, William Cost Johnson, Kempshall, 
Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Morgan, Calvary Morris, 
Nisbet, Osborne, Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, 
E. Rogers, Russell, Saltonstall, Simonton, Storrs, Stuart, Talia- 
ferro, Tillinghast, ‘Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, 
Peter J. Wagner, John White, Lewis Williams, J. L. Wil- 
liams, and C. Hf. Williams—80 

So the resolution, as amended by Mr. Petrikin’s substitute, 
was adopted; and Messrs. DickERSON, Vroom, KILLe, RyAuu, 
and Coopsr were declared to be entitled to take their seats as 
members of the Twenty-sixth Congresstrom the State of New 
Jersey, and that the Speaker, on their presenung themselves, 
qualify them as such. 

Mr. J. W. JONES called for the orders of the day. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE hoped his colleague would not press that 
motion, but that the House would, by universal consent, agree 
to receive the report of the minority of the Committee of Elec- 
tions, and that both reports and testbnony be printed. 

Mr. BOTTS said, as the judgment of the House had been 
pronounced on the question of the New Jersey claimants, he 
hoped that there was no objectiou to introducing the report of 
the minority of the Committee ef Elections on that subject. 

There was no objeeion, but 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana demanded the yeas and nays. 
Gentlemen voted this morning against’receiving this{report; he 
now wished to see their names recorded in favor of receiving it. 

The SPEAKER said there was no objectien. The consent 
was unanimous; and consequently there was no question upon 
which to call the yeas and nays. 

Mr. GARLAND insisted upon it that he had the right to call 
the yeas and nays on the motion. Gentlemen had this morning re- 
corded their names against recewing this report; but now, after 
having pronounced judgment, they were willing to receive it. 
He wanted to see their votes now recorded in opposition to those 
in the morning. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE desired to know if it was in order to call 
the yeas and nays ona motion, which had been received by 
unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER inquired of the gentleman from Louisiana, 
Mr. GARLAND, whether he objectedto the reception of the re- 
port. : : : 

Mr. GARLAND said he did not object; but he wished to 
have the yeas and nays en its reception. 

Mr. W. B. CALHOUN said he would object to the reception 
ofthe report. It had been suppressed to day; and, therefore, he 
wished it to go forth tothe world asa suppressed report. He 
entreated his friend from Virginia (Mr. Borrs] to withdraw his 
motion. 

Mr. BOTTS said he could not consent tode so. This was 
the very day, ofall others, that he wanted the question to be ta- 
ken. He wished it published as a justification of his vote. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved a suspension of the rules 
to permit the presentation of the report. 

Mr. R. GARLAND demanded the yeas and nays on that mo- 
tion. Gentlemen are very willing now to let in this report, after 
they cave decided the question, but they refused to receive it 
this morning. 

Mr. McCLELLAN inquired whether a motion to suspend the 
rules twice on the same day on the same question,was In order. 

The CHAIR said it was not in order. 

Much confusion now prevailing in the hall, 

Mr. RAMSEY moved that the Ifouse adjourn; but subse- 
quently withdrew it. . 

Mr. KEMBLE renewed the motion, and said he would not 
withdraw it. 

Mr. CRABB demanded the yeas and nays on the motion; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 95, nays &7. Accord- 
ingly, 

The House adjourned. 


WASHINGTON, March 10, 1840. 
GENTLEMEN: Please Insertin the Globe that Messrs. Har. 
and Fretcuer of Vermont, who would have voted on oppesite 
sides, were absent from the House on Tuesday by mutual 
agreement, and did not vote upon the different questions that 
were taken. 
Respectfully, J. FLETCHER. 
Messrs. BLare and Rives. 





IN SENATE, 
Wropnespay, March 11, 1840. 


The VICE PRESIDENT submi'ted a report from 
the Secretary of the Trea-ury, in compliance with 
a resolution of the 30th December, containing ta- 
bular statements showing the amount of duties re- 
ceived, and the amountof drawbacks paid on the 
same, since 1833; which were laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, resolutions of the Legislature of the Ter- 


a 


ritory of Florida, asking admission into the Union, 
and depieeating any division of said Territory; 
which were referred to the Select Committee on the 
Fiorida Territory. 

Al-o, a petition from Thomas Quantril, asking a 
pension; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensiens. 


FUGITIVES FROM JUSTICE. 

Mr. LUMPKIN presented the following resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of Georgia: 

The Federal Consutution having been framed partially with 
a View (to regulate the constitutional intercourse between the 
sovereign S.ates that ordained it, and having conferred all the 
powers necessary and proper for carrying its provisions into 
full eflect upon a Congress of the United States, it is incum 
bent on that body, by 1s legislation, to secure the several States 
in the enjoyment of their constitutional rights. Not the least 
important stipulation tn that compact is, that “a” person 
charged with treason, felony, or other crime, who shall flee 
from justice and be found in another State, shall, on demand of 
the Executive authority of the State from which he fled, to be 
delivered up to be removed to the State having jurisdiction of 
the crime. 

Doubiless the past legislation on this subject has been pred: 
cated upon the presumption that each State having, in the 
pledged faith of alt the others, a sufficient guarantee, nothing 
more was requisite than te prescribe the forms which should 
give authenucity to the demand; doubtless, too, in the time 
which gave birth to the Constitution, whilst the Union was 
young and her Revolutionary associations fresh and warm, this 
presumption found its warrantin the mutual fidelity which 
premptly responded to all Executive demands. To this gene 
ration has been reserved the humiliating spectacle of a sovereign 
State making herself a city of refuge for fugiuve felons irom 
her sister coufederates. Two such cases of recent occurrence 
demonstrate the utter inefficiency of the existing Jaws for cat 
rying into efi: ct the provision of the Coastitution. They, more 
over, clearly indicate the cause of this inefficiency. Those 
laws are dependent for their execution upon the mere will of 
the Executive officers of the eeveral States, who neither are 
nor can be made responsible to the General Government. 1, 
then, it be correctly assumed that the Federal Legislature is 
bound to make ample provision for the contemplated exigency, 
and if experience has proved that reliance on State authorities 
is delusive, the question occurs whether there be any other 
mode which gives fairer promise of security?) May not the ob 
ject be accomplished by employing in that service officers ap 
pointed by, and responsible to, the Federal Government? Inas 
much as that Government hasemployed in every State of the 
Union competent judicial and ministerial officers, it is believed 
that this duty, enjoined by the highest obligation, and intimate 
ly connected with the harmony and perpetuity of the Union, may 
be appropriately and efficiently performed through their instru 
mentality. ‘There would seem to be a peculiat fitness in pro 
viding thatthe aid which she is bound to afford to the Btate ju 
dicianies, should result from the action of her own judiciary. 
The process would be simple, and the agents directly responsi 
ble to the power whence the laws to be executed emanate. 

Be it therefore resolved, That the statutes of the United 
States enacted to carry into effect the latter clause of the second 
section of the fourth arucle of the Constitution are wholly in 
adequate to the object. 

Beit further resolved, That, in the opinion of this General 
Assembly, those statutes should be so amended as, Ist, to au 
thorize the demand in the cases contemplated to be made upon 
the Circuit Judge of the United States having jurisdiction in the 
State wherein such fugitive may be found; 2d, to require that 
such judge, upon sueh demand being made in due form of law, 
shall issue his warrant to be directed to the Marshal of the 
United States inthe Stnte wherein such fugitive may be requir. 
ing his arrest and delivery ta the agent duly authorized to re- 
ceive him who shall be named in such warrant; 3d, to require 
each marshal, to whom any such warrant shall be delivered 
forthwith to execute the same. 

Be it further resolved, That our Senators in Congress be 
instructed, and our Representatives be requested, to have the 
act of Congress, passed on the 12th of February, 1793, to carry 
into effect the second section of the fourth article of the Con. 
stitution of the United States, so amended as to make it ob- 
ligatory on the said district judge to surrender any person who 
may be found in any State or Territory, and who is charged, in 
any other State or Territory, with the commission of any act 
which is constituted acrime by the laws of said State or Ter 
ritory, where he is so charged, to the Executive authority of 
the State or Territory where the offence is alleged to have been 
committed. 

Be it further resolved, That his Excellency the Governor be 
requested to forward to our Senators and Representatives in 
Congress copies of the above preamble and resolutions, with a 
request that they endeavorto procure such amendments of the 
statutes in question, as in their judgment will be beat calculated 
to aflect the desired object. ROXT. M. ECHOLS, 

President of the Fenate 


JOSEPH DAY, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
Attest: Josepn Surcrs, Clerk. 
AppPRovEn, 24th December, 1839. 
CHARLES J. McDONALD, Governor. 


Mr. LUMPKIN said: Mr. President, I must 
ask the indulgence of the Senate, while I submit a 
few remarks in connection with the subject of the 
resolutions that have just been read by the Secre- 
tary of the Senate. These resolutions have received 
the sancticn of a majority of both branches of the 
Legislature of Georgia, as well as the assent of the 
Governor of the State. They therefore possess 


Attest: Davip J. Baiey. 
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policy, and provice all necessary safeguaids for the 
protection ol her rights of her pecpie. 
On the Tthof February, 1833, an indictment 
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all the requirite forms of legislation required by the 
Constitution of the Sta e that Lin past :epresent, to 
entitle them to my hghest respect and considera- 


is materially wrong I believe, Mr. President = 
there was some diversity of vpinicn in one branch col 
of the Legi-la'ure which passed these resolutions Th 





tion. Moreover, | em instructed by these reso'u- || charging Philbrook and Killeran with larceny, in Those who opposed their passaze, were UN Willing ws 
- * tions to sustain the views «f the Legislature, as || feloniously inveigling, s'ating, taking, and carrying to bring the subject before the Congress of the Uni- giv 
; therein peinted out and suggested. away the stave Atticus, was found by the grand ted States, _ They preferred seeking redress by Fe 
; In order, Mr. President, that the Senate and the jary of Chatham county; and on the 27th of April | State legislation, relying at once upon the reserved bet 
: people of the United States may clearly unders'and || following, Governor Gumer, the successor of Gov. rights and sovereignty of the State to protect its ¢ tj. the 
: the pending controversy bet ween the two States— Schicy, made upon Gov. Kent, the successor of zens from all such aggressions as that complained tha 


Gevigia and Maine—I deem it important that a his- 
tory of the facis and circumstances connected with 
the case should be briefly presented. They are as 
follows: 


In May, 1837, a man slave by the name of 
Atticus, the property of James Sagurs and Henry 
Sagurs, citizens of the city of Savannah, and county 
of Chatham, in the State of Georg'a, was conveyed to 
the State of Maine, by Dan el Philbreok and E1- 
ward Killeran, citizens of the State of Maine, being 
master and mate of the vessel on board of which 
said slave was conveyed, which vessel was known 
by the name of the schooner Beston, and which had 
recently been in the port of Savannah. On the 16th 
of June, in the same year, Jatacs Sigurs, one of 
the owners of siid slave, complained va oath be- 
fure a magistrate of Chatham county, that Da- 
nie! Philbrook and Edward Killeran “ did, on or 
about the 4th day of May last, feloviously enveigle, 
take, steal, and carty away, without the limits of 
the State of Georgi:,” the slave Atticus; that the 
said Daniel Philbrock and Edward Killeran have 
been guilty, as the deponent is informed and be- 
lieves, of a felony under the laws of this State; and 


Gov. Duulap, the demand requested by the Legis- 
lature of Georgia, and accompanied the demand 
with a copy of the indictment found, and the pro- 
csedings on which it was founded, duly authente 
cated. On the 25th of June following, Governor 
Kent deciined to order the arrest and surrender re- 
quired by the authorites of Georgia. 

On the 19th of August, 1839, Governor G.lmer 
aidressed a communication to Governor Fairfield, 
the successor of Governor Kent, requesting to te 
informcd of the action of the Legi-lature of Maine 
on the subject of the resolutions of Georgia, and 
received for answer the proceedings of the Legis- 
lature of Maine, declaring it icexpedicnt to legis- 
late on the subject, as it is exclusively within the 
province of the Executive Depariment. The second 


clause of the secon! section of the fourth article of | 


the Constitution of the United States provi’es, 
‘Taat a person charged in avy Sta‘e with treason, 
felony, or oth: r crime, who shall flee from justice, 
and be fuundin another State, shali,on the deman4 
of the Executive authority of the State from which 
he fled, be delivered vp to be removed to the S:ate 
having jurisdiction of the crime.” 





of in the case now under consideration, And [ 
consider it my duty, sir, to stat>, upon the Present 
occasion, that I entertain no doubt of the constitu. 
tional right, power, and expediency, of the States of 
this Union protecting their own citizens in their 
perty of every description; and in cvery case where 
the rights of property are not constitutionally pro- 
tected by the Federal Government, then the duty 
of affording the proper protection to the citizen 
devolves on the States. And, sir, | am not 
mistaken when [ assure you that this right 
of the State is fully admitted and recog. 
nised by that portion of the Legislature 


pro- 


'| of Georgia, who passe { these resolutions, as ful! 


as fully as by those who were opposed to their pas. 
sage. The patrivtic object of the Legislature in 
the passage of these resolutions, is, if practicable, lo 
avoid further con’roversy and conflict with a sister 
State—to avoid all measures that may be calcu. 
lated to weaken the bonds of the Federal Union. 
Therefore this sibject has been submitted to the 
deliberation and wisdom of Congress. I forbear 
the expression of any opinion at this time, as to the 
expediency and constilutionality of further legisla- 


| 
| 

‘that since the coinmission of said felony, the said ngpat se oan ay Feces ee rae | a vice wicnewnutens 7! the ae to 
Puithrock and Kitleren have Ged Crom hia Seate “that whenever the Executive authority of any | which demands the most g:ave consideration. It = 
sail uae “ite Ta holteteals ah tile tene.. bin the State in the Union, or either of the Territories, | is a subject involving questions of the Sreatest im- 7 

limits of no Gtete et Maine ss shee United Siates.* northwest or south of the river Ohio, shall demand | pertance to the peace and harmony of this Union. 
7 ’ : ee any person, as a fugitive from justice, of the Exe- || There‘ore, if any thing can with propriety be done on 
Wrerevpon a warrant for the apprehension of |) ecutive authority of any such State or Territory, to | by Congress, to aid in the avoidance of s.ch con- ter 
Phibrcok and Killeran was i sue! by the magis- || which such person shall have fled, and shall more- || troversies as the one now urder c:nsideration, ef 
trate before whom the information was made. On || over produce the copy of an indictment found, or | what may be properly done ought to be doze with- the 
the same day, the officer charge | with itsexecution, || an affidavit made beforea magistrate of any State || out unnecessary delay. a 
made a return that they were notto be found in the or Territory as aforesaid, charging the person so If this Federal Government has no constitutional si 
county of Chatham. Anton the 2Ist of the same || demanded with having committed treason, felony, i right to interpose efficiently in preventing these co:- Ste 
r mouth, the then Guvenor of the State of || or other crime, cerified as authentic by the Go- || flicts between the authorities of the Statest then ac 
‘ Georgia, Wiliam Schley, made a demand |! yernor, or Chief Magisirate.of the State or Territory the States must of necessity and right ask for them- lo 
: upon Robert P. Dunlap, then Governor of the State || from which the person so charged fied, it shail || selves. ou 
of Maine, ol Phiviook aud Killeran, as fugitives || be the duty of the Executive authority of || 1 will again repeat, sir, that I presume that una- ‘i 
from the justice of the laws of Georgis, charged |) such State or Terr.tory to which such per- | nimity of feeling and opinicn pervades the breasts . 
with feloniously inve gling, stealing, taking and son shall have fled, to cause him or | of all parties and classes in Georgia, in regard to tha 
carrying away the slave Alticu:, and transmit- |/ her to be arrested and surrendered, and || the constitutional right of the State, to legislate 2 
ted, with his demen1, a copy of the affidavit and nolic2 of the arrest ‘o be given to the Execu- | efficiently in proteciing our slave property from = 
warrant, and the return, duly authenticated. On || tive authority making the demand, or to the agent || sach aggressions asthe one complained of in the pre- h 
the 16h of August of the same year, Governor || of such authority appointed to receive the fugitive, || sent case. Itis true, these resolutions, as I am in- - 
Dunlap addressed to noueenes Schley acommunt- |) and to cause the fugitive to be delivered to such || formed, were opposed in their passage by some of re 
cation, in which he cecl.nedto cause the arrest of |) agent when ieshall appear. And further,sir. By || the gentlemen, who call themselves State Rights B 
Philbrook and Killeran. | : ’ fro 


the penal code of Georgia, “simple larceny is the 


ee 


"Soe 


la December, 1837, the Legislature of Georgia 
adopted resolutions declaring the refusal of the Go- 
verror of Maine to surrender Philbrook and Kil- 
leran, dangerovs to the rights of the peop'e cf 
Georgia, and dir ct'y and clearly in violation of 
the plain {etter and spirit of the Constitation of the 
United States. Th.t the State of G.orgia came a 
party to the Federa! Constitation no less for the 
better protection of her own than the common 
rights and interests of ail, and that when these end: 
are deieated, she is re'ease! from the obligations 
of that compact, and it has bccome ker right and 
her duty to provide protect.on for her peropie in her 
own way. That when an indictment sh ud be 
fourid against Fhilbrouk and = Killeran, the 
Executive be reqvesied to renew the de- 
mand for their arest; and if the Ccemani 
be again refused by the Executive of Maine, 
that a copy of its resolutions be transmitted to 
the Executive ot each State of the Union, to be 
laid before ther respective Legistatures; that a 
copy be transini ted to the President of the United 
States, and to the Senators and Represeanta'ives of 
Georgia, in Congress, te be sabmitied to that body; 
and if the Legis!ature of Maine, at its next session 
after these resvlutions sha!l have been forwarded 
by the Executive of that State, neglect to redress 
the gtievanee complained of, then the Executive 


of Georgia sha!i announce the same by prociama- | 


tion, and call a convention of the people, to take 
into consideration the state of the Commonwealth 
of Georgia, and te devisethe course of her future 





felonious taking and carrying away the personal 
goods of another; and the same code provides, 
that ‘‘any person or persons who shail feloniously 
take and carry away a slave, sha'l be punished by 
imprisonment and hard labor in the penitentiary, 
for any time not less than ihree years, and rot 
longer than seven years.” 

Thus, sir, IT have given a brief statement of the 
p incipal facts connce’ed with this case, up to the 
meeting cf the Le.'s'ature cf Georgia, which 
passed the resolutions now pre.ented to the Senate. 
And [ must be perm.t ed io say, that I entertain no 
coub: of these simple facts bring amply sufficient 
to jus ify and vindicate the pradence, the ju-tice, 
and pa'riotism, of every step taken by the aathor.- 


lies of Georg:a n connection with this matter. If || 
a more ample vindication of the proceedings of || 
Georgia te s ughi for, it may be found inan atten- | 
| tive perusal of the correspondence of tre Go- 


vernors of the two Sates on this subject, which I 
will herewith present. 1 feei confident, sir, that no 


| Senator in ths hali could rise from a full investiga- 


tion of this subject, without a settled ¢ snvictivn of 


the spirit of just cs, forbearance, and patriotism, of | 
| the S'ate of Georgia, in connection with this ccn- 


troversy. 

lam aware, sir, that tbe moderation and for- 
bearance of Georgia in this case, has beer. censured 
and reproached by some. But, sir, forbearance 
and magnanim:'y become those who are corsticus 
that they cor'ea! for nothing but what is strictiy 
right, and will ultumately submit to nothing wh'ch 


men; and be it far from me to deny to them the 
right of their selection of a name. But suffer me, 
sir,to assure you and the Senate that those who 
passed the resolutions on your table, are no less 


backward in defending State Rights, than those who 


are known by thatname. There is no pafly in 
Georgia opposea to State Rights. We are aillin 
favor of a strict construction of the Consti'ution 
of the United S:ates. This Government 1s con- 
sidered by all to be a Goverement of enumerated 
powers. The principle, that it can exercise only 
the powers granted to it by .the Constitution, 's 
now universally admit«d by al! parties in Georgia. 
Thc ugh the application of these principles, has pro- 
duced, will occasionally produce, conflicting opl- 
nions and views, and will probably contioueto do so 
as long as our system of Government exists. 
I take it to be asettled princxple in the State of 
Georgia, »greed to by a!l paries, that those sub- 
jects of leg s'ation which sre not enumerated in the 
surrender to the Genera! Goveroment, remain sub- 
ject to State legislation and regulations and it fol- 
lows, of course, that the sovereignty of the States 
over all subjects, not having been abridged, im- 
paired, or altered by the Constitution of the United 
States, is as perfect, full, and complete as if the 
Constitution of the United States had never been 
adop'ed Each State now, as before the adoptinn 
of the Federai Constitution, is a single sovereigo 
power, a nation over whem no external power can 
operate, whose. jurisdiction is necessarily exclusive 
and absoluie within ‘'s own boundaries, and sus- 
ceptible of nodimivation 1 t imposed by itself, by 


NN a: ile aE 








SS Oe OT 


— aS a SS a 


ho 
ess 
ho 


| in 
ion 
on- 
ted 
nly 
’ is 
gia. 
rO- 
pis 
$0 
sts. 
» of 
ub- 
the 
ub- 
fol- 
ates 
im- 
ited 


een 
tion 
eign 
sive 
sus- 


ry a 








—— 


——— ne ae 





constitutional grant of power to the Federal Uuion. | 


The original jurisdiction of the $ ate adheres 10 Its 
territory as a portion of its sovereignty not yet 

iven away, or subject to the grant of power in the 
Federal Constitution, ani may therefore be num- 
bered with the tesiduary powers which remain in 
the State. But, sir, having expressed the opinion 
that the Sa'e has the consttational right to 
protect the property of her cilizens, suffer me 
io remark, in support of that opnion, 
that the history of the adoption of the artic'es of 
confederation, as wellas that of the adoption of 
the Constitution of the United S:ates, affords de- 
monstration, that the people «f the several States, 
however desirous to form a Confe erat on, Union, 
or General Government, were never willing fora 
moment, under any circumstasccs, to confide toa 
General Government the contro! or management 
of their separate and inernal policy. The greatest 
fear of granting the power cf taxation to the Fede- 
ral Government, d d not arise so much from a fear 
of taxa ion i self, as that the power mig it be used 
asa pretext fur interfering with their intemal af- 
fairs. 

Ii was indipersable, however, t» the efficiency of 
any Federal Government, that it shculd fave the 
power of regula'ing foreign’commerce, an] be we n 
the States, by laws of uniform operation through- 
out the United States, yet :t was con idered at the 
time one of the most delicate subjecis that could 
be touched, on account of the difficulty o° i nposing 
restraints upon the ext+ ns on of such power, tom2'- 
ters not directly appertaining to commercial regu'a- 
fon. This cautious spirit may be plainly seen in the 
guarded language of the Coustitution, in the grant 
of the power of taxation, ard the regula'ioa of 
commerce, which give them in the most express 
terms, yet in such as admit of no extension to oth- 
er subjects of legislatio», which are not inc'uded in 
the enumeraton of powers. Congress, while li- 
mited to the objects of taxation defined in the Con- 
stitution, May not expect to come into collision with 
State laws; but the power to regulate commerce is 
admitted to be a subject of great difficulty, owing 
to the peculiar situation of our coun'ry, and form of 
our political institwions. In other nations it is only 
of two descriptions, foreign and domestic; in a con- 
federate Government we neces:a: ily have a third— 
that is, commerce between the constituent members 
of the confederacy. And in the Unied Sa'e:, 
there was a fourth which was cerried on with the 
numerous [ndian tribes whc, at the formati:n of 
the Federal Constitu'ion, cccupied a vast portion cf 
the territory. Each description of comm~-rce re- 
eoguised in the Constitution of the United Siates, is, 
fiom its nature, distinct from the other, in the 
mede of conducting it, the su'jec’s of operation, 
and its regulation. 

Lei it be kept in mind that the States have never 
surrendered the r rights to regulate ia’ernal com- 
meree, within their own b-undaries. The grant 
given to the Federal Government is ecnfined ‘to 
regulate commerce with fureign natons, and 
amcng the several States, and wih the Indiaa 
iribes;” which necessarily restricts the term, com- 
meice to that which concerrs more than one; and 
the enumeration of the particular cases to which 
the power was to be extended, presupposes some- 
thing to which it docs not extend. 


Therefore, the right of the States to pass inspec- 
ion, quarantine, and health laws of every dsscrip- 
tien,has never been surreadered t» the Federal 
Government, nor can the exerc'se of such a right 
be questioned upon sound constitutional priacip‘es. 
No general power over these objects having been 
gtanted to Congress, consequently they remain sut- 
ject to State legislation. The quarantine, hea'th, 
and inspection laws of the States, have very pro per- 
ly, ia most cases, have been made to operate di- 
Tectly on the subjects of comme.ce—the ship, the 
cargo, the crew and pasvengers, are brought with n 
the operation of these <ta‘e laws. 

On the very same p isciple by-hich a State 
may prevent the introduction of infec ed persons, 
or goods, and asticl s dangerous to the persons and 
Property of its citizens, it. may exelud= paupers, 
incendiaries, vicious, dishone-t,and ¢rrupt persons, 
such as may enianger the raorals, health, or pro- 
perty of its people. This whole subjeet is neces- 
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sarily connected with the internal pelice of a State, 


no item of which has, to any extent, been delegated 
to Congress, and every branch of which has bee. 
excepted to the prohibitions on the States, and is of 
course incloded in the reserved rights and powers cf 
the Siates. In the remarks which I have submitted, 
Mr. President, I should not do justice to myse'!f, or 
to Judge Baldwin, of the Supreme bench, were I 
not here to acknowledge my indebtedness to that 
able jurst and sound expositor of constitutional 
law, tor having published his views upon the Con- 
stitution of the United States, from which work I 
have derived much aid in the formation and ex- 
pression of the opinions which I have presented to 
the Senate on this occasion. The judic‘al deci- 
sions of Judge Baldwin, it is believed, wiil go to 
sustain the doctrines which I have advanced. 

It only remains fer me to ask that these resolo- 
tions, together with the correspenk nee which I 
have referred to, may be referred to the Commit ee 
on the Judiciary, and te printed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said that he hid not rise to op- 
pi se any action which might be desired by the 
S ate of Georgia upen there resoluti ns, either by 
Coagress or by that State, but to sate some facts 
as he understood them, in addition to the sate- 
ment of the Senator from Georgia. As he under- 
stsod the qiaestion between Georgia and Maine, 
it had no relation to the right of Georzia to make 
such laws, ard toexecute them within her own 
limits, as might appear to that State just and pro- 
per, but to the que tion whe her or not the persons 
charged were fugi ives from justice. As he under- 
stued the facts, the persons sought to be deliv: red 
up to Georgia were the mast.rand mate of a coast- 
iag ve sel beionging to Maine, who had, io the 
usu?! course of their business, delivered a cargo 
at Savannah, and received a ie'urn cirgo, and, in 
the usual co use of business, left that port on their 
return t) Maine; that, afer being one or two days 
on their voyage homeward, a noise was heard in 
the forepart of the vessel, and, upon examination, 
the slave in question was d'scovered, and the cap- 
tain pursued his voyage homeward, and upon his 
arrival at Th mas‘on, ia Maine, where the vessel 
belonged, he was met by the owner, or agents of 
the owner of the slave, who, without warrant or 
other precess, took the s'ave into custody, and re- 
turned him to the owner in Georgia. 

Under such circumstances the demand upon the 
Governor of Maise was made and repeated, for 
the delivery of Phiibrovk and Killeran as fug tives 
frum justice. The Governor of Maine, no’ dee m- 
ing them, under tle prcevliar circumstinces of the 
case, to be fug.tives from justice ace rding to the 
true construction of the Ce nstitution and laws upon 
that srbject, had ceclincd to del ver up those per 
sons to be tratsar ed to Georgia apon the demand 
cf the Gove nor of th.t State. While the Gover- 
nor of Mure had Cuties to perform tosistr States, 
he fat aiso duties to perform to the ¢ tiz ns of his 
own S ate; and it stould te krown hat the persons 
charged were m:ncf small n eans, and ily able to 
bear the expense an: sacrifices incident to their re- 
moval to Georgia, and carry rg with them, as wit- 
nesses, all the crew of the vessel in which the 
slave was found, which weuld be indi<pensa- 
ble to establish their innocence and obtain an 
acquittal upen their trial. It was under 
such circumstances that tie Governor of Maine 
ha! dec'ined to deliver op the persons demanded 
by the Governor of Georgia; and can it be said 
that,in so doing, be has disregarded his official 
duty? If, however, further legislation upon this 
delcite subj-ct can have a tendency to define 
and render tie duties of the Governors of the seve 
ral Staies move clear and certain than they nov 
are, he cou'd have no objection to ils being 
done; and hence he had no objection to the refer- 
ence of the resolutions as asked by the Senator 
from Georgia. 

After some very eloquent and animated remarks 
of Mr. CUTHBERT, and Mr. LUMPKIN, in 
reply, 

The m-tion of Mr. L. to reer the resola- 
tiors to the Commitee on the Judiciary, and to 
print, was agreed to. 

Mr. HENDEREON presented a m2moriai from the Legisla- 


ture of Mississippi, asking the recuc-ion of the fees of ibe offi- 
cers of the United S.ates Court in that Sta‘e to the standard es- 
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tablished in the Btate couris; which was referred te (he Com- 
mittee on the Judictary. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from citizens of 
Pennsylvania, asking for the improvement of the navigation of 
Alleghany river’ which was referred to the Committee oo 
Roads and Canala. ’ 

Also, a memorial from citigene of Dauphin county, Peansyt- 
vania, asking an increase of duties on foreign silk; which was 
referred to the Commiuee on Finance. 

Also, a memorial from E. Littel!, embracing a plan fer the 
absorption of the banking capital of the country, without injary 
to the community; which was |nid on the table, acd ordered to 
be printed, 

Also, a memorial remonstratir.g¢ against bloodhounds; which 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. WHITE presented a memorial from’ citixens of Wiscon- 
sin, asking forthe improvement of Fox and Wiscensin rivers, 
and to construct a military road from Fort Howard to Port 
Crawlord, and to make Green Bey a port of eotry; which wae 
reierred to the Committee on Roads and Canale. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented a memorial from the members of the 
bar of the Western District of Tennessee, asking for the holding 
of another term of the United States Court tor that datrie; 
which was re‘erred to the Commitree on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WALL presented a memor al from citizens of New Jer- 
sey, in relation to a general bankrupt law; which was referted 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a petition from Conrad Wa. 
ters, for a pension; which was referred to the Committee ea 
Pensions, 

Also, a memorial from citizens of Albany, against admitting 
Florida into the Union, unless slavery is abolished; the motion 
to receive which was laid on th: table. : 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the petition of citizens of the 
Parish of Rapides, Louisiana, asking a mail route on the Mis- 
sissippt and Red rivers,as hich as Alexandria or Natehito- 
ches; which 9s referred to the Committee ona the Post Office 
and Poa§Re ds. 

Mr. KING presented the petition of A. C. Holiinger, asking 
remuneration for services; which was referred to the Comruiitey 
on Claims. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the petition ef John Barnar*', 
adminis‘ rator on the estate of John Barclay Flemming, late par- 
ser in the navy; which was referred to the Committee en Na- 
val Affairs. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented the memorial of citizens of 
Washington, remonstrating agai st the surrender of the United 
States stock to the State of Maryland; which was referred to 
the Committee on Reads and Canals. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial from eitizens of Wash 
inzton, asking Congress to take such measures as willcompel the 
banks of the District to fulfil their obligations to the public, by a 
resumption of specie payments; which was laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on ‘the Judicary, reported 

A bill supplemental to an act entitled an act to abolish impri- 
sonment for debt in certain cases, passed Feb. 24, 1539; 

Also, a bill to enable the United States to discharge liens and 
incumbranees on any real estate which now is or hereafter 
may become the property of the Un'ted States; 

Also, a bill to regulate the legal proceedinge, and to provide 
for the more speedy tria! of cases in the Circuit Courts of the 
United States for the district of Michigan; 
which were severally read, and ordered to a recon reading. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Bunton, was 
taken up and a’opted. 

Mr. KNIGHT, after some preparatory remarks, in opposition 
to §the propositions of (¥-. Carnocy, on the effects of the 
protective policy, submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instrocied 
to inquire into the expediency of bringing ina bill declarin 
that the act of March, 1833, releasing frém duty bleached a 
unbleached linens, table linens, linen napkine, and linen eam. 
brigg, am! worsted evufigoods. shawis and other manufactures 
of Atk, or of which sik isa ¢unponent part, of chief value, 
coming trom this side of the Cape of Good Hepe, except sew 
ing silk, shall tot be so const: ued as to include umbrellas and 
parasols. 

M~. CALUOUN replied to the remarks of Mr Kwyuonr, ard 
th vesolution (being one of inquiry merely,) was agreed to. 

Mr. SOUTHARD cubmitted the follow ing. 

Resoleed, Toiat the Secre'arv of War inform the Senate 
what is the present strte of the difficulties which have exiated, 
and the aranzements made, or attempted to be made, beiween 
the Goverament and the Cherskee people; and that he 
commuricate to the Senae the pagers, ducuments and 
weitten communica‘ions which have passed between the 
War D:partment aud ive agents, and the said Cuerokees and 
their chiefs, together with euch additional infurnation ae ho 
may have received since his last report on the subject. 

The bill for the reliefof John P. Bispham was considered hy 
Committee of the Who!e, and ordered to be engrossed. 

The bills ordered to be engrossed yesterday were severally 
read a third time, and passed. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of Executive bu- 
siness, 

And then adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Weapnespay, March 11, 1f40. 

Mr. RUSSELL rose to a cerrection of the journal. The 
proposition he moved on yesterday was, that the gentleman 
from Massachuset's (Mr. Apams] be “required’’ to vote. The 
word “compelled,” 1 find, is used in the record. He wished to 
correct it in this particular. ; 

Mr. PROMGOOLE said he undersiood distinctly that the 
word “compelled” was in the resolution, and he asked at the 
time by what process the House would compel a member to 
vote. He had no objection however, to the amendment. 

After a few words from Mr. R. the question was taken, and 
the journal was amended as indicated above, 

The SPEAKER called the committees fur reports; when 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina, from the Committee of 
Elections, made a report from that committee, embracing all 
the testimony before it, with its journal of proceedings, in rela- 
tion to the New Jersey disputed election, accompanied by a re- 
solution, as follows: ; 

Resolred, That the papers enumerated in the fo liet. 
and the journal of the Committee of Elections in the New Jer- 
ay compris its proceedings up to the Sth inetart, té 
printed for the uee of the House and the committee. 
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Mr. R. GARLAND moved to amend the resolution to p. int, 
80 as to include some additional evidence, which had been re- 
ceived since the former report of the commiuee had been 
made. 

Mr. CAMPBELL felt himself called upon to say that the re- 
port and paperssow moved to be printed by the commiuee, 
contained all the testimony and all the statements of the partics 
which had been jaid before the committee previeus to the adop- 
tion of the report. Hé thought, iwasmuch as the other papers 
which the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. GaRLanp) proposec 
to have presented, were never before the Ccommuttec, it would 
be very irregular todo 80, and especially as the question to 
which they related, had not been reported on by the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. C. inquired of the Cuan whether it was in order to amend 
as proposed. 

The CHAIR replied that it was inorder to amend, as pro- 
posed by the gentieman from Louisiana, but that it would be 
in order #0 to amend as to call upon the committee for other 
testumony. 

Mr. R. GARLAND then proposed to amend the resolution 
by adding thereto the following: 

“And that said committee be instructed to report the evi- 
dence referred to it on the 6th instant, and that the same be 
printed;” 

So as to include in the motion to print; the evidence recently 
received, and which had been referred to the committee on 
Friday ‘ 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired ifthe chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Elections (Mr. Campse.y) whether he had reported 
to the House this evidence which it is proposed to print; and 
whether it i# nota part of evidence thatis now being taken 
fur the purpose of purging the polls; and upon which the 
committee have yet to report under the resolution of the 
llouse. 

Mr. CAMPBELL replied that it had not been reported by the 
commitiee; and was a part of the evidence they have yet to act 
upon, with the view to determine the ultimate right to seats. 
It was not a part of the testimony on which the committee had 
decided the prima facie right to the return. 

Mr. BOTTS begged leave to state that since the testimony 
was taken, there had been a meeting of the commitiee, called 
expressly for the purpose of considering it, and itrefused to do 
#0. He understood that this committee was discharged from 
the further consideration of the New Jersey question until such 
time as they should make application for their seats. He would 
vote that every particle of this evidence should be published. 
He did hope that the amendment would prevail, and that the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, should go to 
the country. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut did not understand that there 
was any necessity for the House making an order on thesub- 
ject. Hhe was not mistaken, the House had already authorized 
the committee to publish all the papers which it might see fit 
to have published. He wished to throw no obstacle in the 
way of printing, if it was thought necessary and proper to 
print. At one stage of this question, 1 had been his desire that 
all the papers and testimony should be printed, and laid beiere 
the Mouse, to enable it to act understan ingly on the question 
which was decided on yesterday. Since the question had been 
decided before the testimeny was printed, he had become totally 
indifferent whether it be now printed or not. The House 
should understand that there was connected with the report 
of the majority of the committee only a part of the testimony, 
viz: so much of it as the chairman might deem material in or- 
der to support the report; and now the chairman had moved te 
print the residue. In this way the whole of the testimony would 
come before the House; a part of it connected with the report, 
antapartnot. No portion of this latter part of the evidence 
had been read in the House or printed, but the House had been 
brought up to the question without a single man knowing what 
the teatimony didcontaia. Now, after a decision had been had 
in the dark, and the proof had not even been read, it was pro- 
pose | toprintit; and to what purpose? A considerable portion 
of the proof was referred to in the report of the majority, anda 
considerable portion of what was now proposed to be printed 
had been rejected by the committee, as would appear from their 
journal, on the ground of defect in the time of notice. As tothe 
new depositions alluded to in the amendment of the gentleman 
from Louisiana, it was merely a substitnte for what had been 
before defective in form. Mr. 8. said he had no objection to the 
printing, provided the testimony and journal were to be printed 
entire; but he claimed that the bundle of testimony recently 
referred to the committee by the House should ve printed along 
with the rest. 


Mr. RIVES observed that the minds of gentlemen, it seemed, 
had undergone a very great change within a day or two past. 
He hoped that it would be recollected by the Mouse that more 
than a fortnight ago, he made the proposition that all the pa- 

vers on this question should be printed for the use of the mem- 
vers of the House. He had -made this proposition a fortnight 
aco, after having informed the gentlemen associated with him 
on the committee of his intention of doing so, having failed to 
get the motion whick he made in the committee carried, to in- 
struct their chairman to move for the printing of these papers. 
This was refused. He went further. He made a mouon to 
print, in the absence ofthe parties, who had gone on to New Jer- 
sey to take testimony, in pursuance of the resolution ofthe com. 
mittee,all the testimony that had been taken,in order that it might 
be in possession of every member of this House, and that they 
might act with a full understanding of the subject, when the 
time limited by the committes should expire. This was also 
refused. He hoped the House would recollect that a few days 
afterwards the chairman of the commitiee [Mr. CAMPBELL of 
South Carolina] made a proposition to have all the papers 
hearing on the case, together with the report, printed. he 
chairman did not stop here. He also made a proposition to 
have other papers printed—papers connected with the issue to 
be tried by the House next April, when the parties return 
with the evidence purging the polls. What was the 
course of the gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. Smiru) 
on this motion? What was the course of the Opposi 
tion generally? They refused the printing of these pa- 
pers. Not one of these gentlemen thought proper to trust the 
chairman of the committee with sufficient respect to print his 
report, with the evidence that he had collected. It would also 
be recollected, that on Friday last, in a becoming spirit of fair- 
ness, he submitteda motion to postpone the further considera- 
tion of this subject until Tuesday, making it the special order of 
the day, and to continue as euch until disposed of; and, in the 
mean tume, what further did"he propose should be done? Why, 
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that all the evidence on both sides should be printed. What 
did the gentleman from Connecticut {Mr. Smrruj do? Did he, 
and those gentlemen who, with him, were the advocates of the 
ee powers of the certificate and seal of the Governor of New 

ersey to return members to this House—did they accept this 
fair and reasunable proposition? No, sir; they refused it. 
There were a few exceptions, to be sure, but very few of the 
Opposition would go with him and his friends to have these 
papers printed, and therefore they could not get a vote of two- 
thirds, which was necessary to have t done. Although we had 
a majority, said Mr. R. we had not two-thirds, and conse quent- 
ly could not get the printing ordered. He had been anxious 
from the beginning that all the facts in relation to this matter 
should be printed, so that the House might act understandingly, 
when it acted at all. But what was the course of gentlemen in 
the Opposition yesterday? Hiscolleague [Mr. Borts] came for- 
ward with a proposition to let in the minority report, for the 
purpose of having it printed. This was belore the report of 
the mw te | was acted on, and after the printing of it had been 
refused. Gentlemen then proposed to have this minority re- 
portacted on, when they had refused to print the report of the 
majority. 

What did the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. R. GarnLtanp] 
propose todo now? Up te this time, for two weeks had that 
gentleman been voting against the printing of these papers for 
the purpose of getting information on a subject ou which they 
were to act immediately, and yet this morning be desired to 
have printed matters connected with the issue to be settled, per- 
haps, some two or three months hence. 

Mr. R. GARLAND replied that he would like the gentleman 
to show when he had voted against printing, save when the 
shameless proposition had been made by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr.C. Jonnson,} to take the whole of the testimony 
out of the haads of the committee. 

Mr. RIVES continued. Itis very far from my intention to mis- 
represent any gentleman on this floor; and, if L am convinced 
that I do misrepresent,] rewract what Il have said Have I (asked 
he) misrepresented the gentleman in saying that he refused to 
vote for a suspension of the rules to print these papers? 

Mr. GARLAND said he had, when it was proposed to print 
only a partof the testimony, and such part 28 might suit the 
views of the chairman of the committee. 

Mr. RIVES. Then Ihave not done the gentleman injustice. 
I have stated his course correctly; and yet he comes torward 
with a proposition to print papers that never were before the 
committee, and to print papers on which no action is to take 
place, till the parties return from New Jersey, after purging the 
polls. Can the gentleman complain about printing now? Can 
the House order there papers to be printed, without a disre- 
gard to its rules?’ Can it do so when the chairman of the com- 
mittee has told you that these papers were not considered in 
committee, and were not, therefore, reporied on? and this, too, 
in the absence ofthe parties litigant, who have gone on to New 
Jersey, under the authority of the committee, to collect coun- 
teracting testimony? Did the gentleman desire to forestall 
public opinion in relation to the facts stated in these papers, 
when the adverse party isin New Jersey, taking testimony to 
counteract them? 

The SPEAKER requested the gentleman to suspend-his re- 
marks while he informed the gentleman from Louisiana that 
his motion was not in oider while these papers were In posses- 
sion of the commitiee. 

Mr. R. GARLAND. Then I will modify my motion so as 
to discharge the committee from the further consideration of 
the papers. : 

Mr. RIVES said the gentleman had no right to make a mo- 
tion of that kind at this time. 

Mr. GARLAND. Very well; then I will make it as soon as 
it shall be in order, 


Mr. RIVES continued. If it be the wish of gentlemen to re- 
call the parties from New Jersey, and say that they will then 
try and determine this case on its merits with the evidence now 
in the possession of the House, then, said Mr. R. I will go with 
them. Mr. R. said he was desirous, with a majority of the 
committee that there should be a thorough investigation as to the 
legality of all the votes that had been given. He desired to 
see not only who received a majority ofthe votes thatare prima 


facie good, but he desired to see who received a majority of 


legal votes after the canvass. He believed that under the jaws 
of New Jersey, they Were bound to receiveas legal votes those 
votes which had been received as such by the officers of the 
State, legally constituted for that purpose. While gentlemen 
had abandoned the ground that they first took, that the House 
must receive the men who came with the Governor’s certifi- 
cates, because such ceruficates were issued by the Governor of a 
State, aud raised a new issue some fifteen or six een months 
after the eleetion had been held, he was willing to gratify them 
in it. That there was something wrong, he thought was evi- 
dent by this new issue being raised. That some illegal votes 
had been taken on both sides he had no doubt, because he did 
not believe there ever was a Congressional election in which 
some illegal votes were not taken. 


Mr. EVERETT here called Mr. R. to order for wandering 
from the questions before the House. 

Mr. RIVES continued. 

Did gentlemen, he asked, desire this evidence to be publish- 
ed? Dil they desire evidence to be printed now, that was ap- 
plica¥le to the issue that was to come a and that has 
noi been acted on by the committee? To this he was opposed. 
He would inform his colleague, 1f he desired the report of 
the minority to be printed, if he would lay it on the 
table, he would consent to print it with the other papers. But 
he presumed that his colleague would not consent to that course, 
because when, yesterday, there was a general conseat to re- 
ceive this report, and have it printed, there were objectionz 
made, not by one of the Administration party, but by one of 
those gentlemen who opposed the printing of the majority re- 
port. Mr. R. did not believe that the printing was moved by 
the gentleman from Louisiana was desirable at this time, for 
the reason that the House had disposed of the question, having 
decided that certain of the claimants were clected by the people 
of New Jersey, and that they should occupy the seats to which 
they hadaright. His colleague (Mr. Borrs] was mistaken in 
one thing in relation to what was done yesterday. That gentle- 
man supposed that the question was finally settled, and that the 
contestors must makea new issue. Such was not the decision 
of the House. It was expressly reserved in the resolution that 
was adopted, that the parties litigant should continue to take 
testimony, for the purpose of purging the polls. Such wasex- 
pressly his intention in voting for the resolytion. 
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The SPEAKER here called Mr. R. to order for wande 
from the question before the House. Hg 
Mr. R, said he wanted w show, in relation to this mat 
printing, that a majority of the Mouse was in favor of jx 
the beginning, butowing to the constitution of the bo; 
had failed in doing it, in consequence of the 
Opposition, who had thus forced them to act on the sybie., 
previous to printing the papers. He had had Syenten, 
which others did not possess, of examinining all this testinon, 
and he was therefore fulty satisfied with what he had done ” 

Mr R. GARLAND then moved to modify his motion, py i 
serting the words, “and also the evidence referred to the — 
mittee on the 6th instant, and that said commiuce pe die 
charged from the further consideration of the same (|) aher j 
is printed. ' 

Ir. DROMGOOLE raised the question of order, whether jt 
was competent for the gentleman to move the printing of », 
pers not before the House, and pending a propo ~ 
papers that were before the House. 

The SPEAKER suggested to the gentleman from Louisiana 
that he could accomplish his object, by moving to diacharee 
the committee from the further cousideration of the testimony 

Mr. R. GARLAND here modified his motion accordingly 

Mr. GARLAND said the gentleman from Virginia endea. 
vored to make the impression that we wished to suppress {je 
publication of the testimony. Such was not the fact. He was 
opposed at that time, because it was forestalling the question 
Mr. G. denounced the course the House had pursued in taking 
the subject out of the hands of the committee, after they had 
sent the contestants home to take testimony. That was the 
reason that he and the party with which he acted, objected they 
to publishing the'testimony. He then, as now, believed ita qd). 
rect Vivlation of the order ofthe House referting the subjec: 
tothe committee. ‘Then it was that he and others refused io 
have any ofgit printed. The chairman representing a majo. 
rity of the committee, did not come before the House with ail 
the evidence; and as a proof of that fact, he made reference to 
the report this day presented by the chairman. 

Mr. CAMPBELL rose to explain. The gentleman ‘rom Lou. 
isiana (he said) stated that the chairman of the committee came 
before the Ifouse, when he made his report, with only a pari of 
the testimony. Mr. C. said he would inform the gentleman 
that the committee acted in strict conformity with the resolution 
of the 28th ultimo That resolution directed the commitiee to 
report with regard to a certain fact, and to report also all the 
testimony connected with that fact. This was exactly what (lh: 
cemmittee did, and it was in strict Conformity with the resoly. 
tion of the 28th ultimo. 

Mr. R. GARLAND siill contended that all the testimony, a 
the time he objected to the printing, was not reported to the 
House; and, in support of that opinion, referred to the repori 
made this morning. He did object to the printing, on the 
grounds before stated, until the whole of the evidence was re 
ported. He was now in favor of having the whole of it print 
ed, with the additional testimony since referred to the com 
mittee. 

Mr. MEDILL said that te would answer the gentleman froin 
Louisiana, if he would give way a moment for that purpose 
The committee had acted in strict conformity with the resolu- 
tion ofthe House. They had kept back nothing, but desired 
that the journal of their proceedings, with all the testimony, 
should be printed, and go to the public. The resolution of the 
28h ult. as will be recollected, imposed two distinct duties on 
the committee—to report which five of the ten individuals 
claiming seats from New Jersey received the greatest number 
of lawful votes from the whole State, with all the evidence o| 
that fact in their possession; and, ALs0, to report such papers, 
and so much of their proceedings as they wished to lave 
printed by order of the House. 

The House evidertly contemplated separate | ~ pape The 
committee, on determining which persons received a plurality 
of votes, as required todo by the resoluivn, directed their 
chairman to report the same to the House, accompanied with 
all such testimony as tended to establish that fact, and also \o 
present to the House the journal of their proceedings, with al! 
the papers and testimony in possession of the committee, and 
ask that the same be printed. It was not proper t' at the re- 
port, showing which persons had received a plurality of votes, 
should be burdened with the journal and certain other papers, 
which, in the opinion of the committee, were irrelevant to that 
issue. Even if mistaken in their opinion of what was relevan(, 
in this particular no injustice or inconvenience could have re 
sulted. Jt would have all been before the House for such fur- 
ther action as was deemed advisable and proper. ; 

After submitting the report, the chairman asked him to pre- 
sent the journal and other papers, and being denied the privi- 
lege, moved asuspension of the rules, which was negatived by 
the votes of the gentleman and his friends. A meniber of the 
committee |Mr. Rives} even moved to postpone the considera- 
tion of the resolution admitting the persons having a majority 
of the votes to their seats, toa day certain, that all the papers 
might be printed and laid before the House, and this was also 
rejected, chiefly by the same gentlemen. It will be seen, then, 
with what propriety it is contended that the chairman declined 
presenting the whole testimony. The course adopted was in 
strict conformity with the order of the House. 

Mr. R. GARLAND asked if the committee took into conside- 
ration all the testimony which showed who had a majority 0! 
the lawful votes. He inferred that it did not. 

Mr. CAMPBELL replied thatthe committee had considered 
all the testimony necessary to establish the prima facie righ! 
to seats. ; 

Mr. R. GARLAND still contended that the committee had 
based their reporton the certificate of the Secretary of State, 
withont reference to the testimony, which went to show that 
there were illegal votes included in the aggregate in that cert: 
ficate. There was no other conclusion from the course 0! 
things, but that the committee had acted on the certificate alone. 
He then complained that, after the question had been se 
tled, it was now proposed to have all the testimony printed. 
Gentlemen might take their owncourse about it; but since 
the subiect had been taken out of the hands of the committee, 
he hoped the whole would be printed. 


Mr. JENIFER obtained the floor, and occupied the remain- 
der of the morning hour in commenting on the proceedings 0! 
thecommitee. He denounced them as highly censurable. In 
the course of his remarks, he was frequently corrected by 
Messrs. RIVES and MEDILL, members of the committee, aso 
matters of fact. (Mr.J’sremarks were so indistinctly heard by the 
Reporters, that they have concluded not to publish a synopsis o! 
them; have withheld the replies of the other two genie 
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n undl such time as Mr. J. shall furnish them, when the 
men» will be published. } 

"The debate Was here interrupted by Mr. J. W. JONES, who 
alled for the orders of the day- : 

. Mr. GRAVES tose for the purpose of getting the consent of 

the House, before passing to the ordeis, to permit him to reply 

to the reference which had been made two him in the course of 
the above debate. . ¢ ; 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina objected. The gentle 
maa had not been referred to in any manner which rendered it 
yecessary for him to inake an explanation. 

The question was then taken on the motion to pass to the or- 
gers, and agreed to—ayes 102, noes not counted. 
Mr. JENIFER inquired of the Cuair whether he lost his 
cht to the floor for to-morrow morning? 

The CHAIR replied in the negative. ; 

The SPEAKER then announced that the business before the 
House was the bill making appropriation to complete the re- 
moval of the raftof the Red river, and for other purposes, on 
which was pending three motions, viz: to refer, Ist, to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals; 2d, to the Committee on Com- 
merce; and 3d, to the Committee of Ways and Means, with 
the following instructions, moved by the gentleman from Penn- 
eyivania, Mr. BropLB, (0 inquire and report to the House as 
ollows: 

:; r Whether the advance of money by the Bank of Arkansas, 
which it is one of the objects of this bill to reimburse, was not 
made with full kn»wledge thatthe agent of the United States 
who effected the loan was acting in defiance of positive in- 
structions from his superiors, as well as in the face of a known 
re(usal by Congress to appropriate money to the work. 

2 Whether the estimate on which the bill is founded was 
not made by the said agent prior to the closing up of the raft in 
Augustlast; and whether any satisfactory data exist for com- 
puting the probable cost of removing the present Impediments 
ro navigation. 

9 Whether the sum appropriated by this billis called for in 
the estimates accompanying the Presidents message, 

4. Whether the biil isnot of such a character that it ought to 
have originated in this House. 

The question being successively put on referring the bill to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals, en Commerce, and of 
Ways aud Means, it was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

The question then being on the instructions, 

Mr. R. GARLAND demanded the yeas and nays on them; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 130, nays 37. 

So the instructions were adopted. 

Various Senate bills lying on the SpEaAKeEnr’s table were taken 
up, read twice, and appropriately referred. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

The act to provide for the collecting, safe-keeping, and dis- 
birsemeat of the public revenue, coming up on Is reference, it 
was read twice. when 

Mr. J. W. JONES moved to refer it to the Committee of 
Ways and Means; and 

Mr. WHITE of Kentucky moved tocommit it to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Upon this proposition, Mr. W. remarked, he proposed to 
submit a few observations. He said he would limit himself 
mainly to the isulated question of reference—reserving whatever 
he mizht desire to say upon the general merits of the bill, when 
it should come up for discussion in the Committee of the 
Whole. He asked what solid objection there was to the propo- 
sion of reference to the Committee of the Whole upon the 
sate of the Union? Ife could not perceive any. Is it pro- 
posed to take away from the Committee of Ways and Means 
any ol its appropriate and ordinary duties? He did not so un- 
derstand it. He was not disposed to innovate upon the esta- 
vushed order of business, or withhold from the Committee of 
Ways and Means any mattersor propositions that legitimately 
belongs to that commiitee. 

Mr. W. remarked, that whilst he was ready to aid in secur- 
ingto all the standing committees their just rights, he was 
vot incl ned quietly to sit} by and see the entire business of the 
nation swept into the arms of the standing commiitees. Mr. 
W. said it would be recollected that the principal standing 
conmiitees were emphatically Executive Committees. A de- 
culed majority of the members of said committees selected, 
because of the acknowledged approval of the great and leading 
measures of the Administration. Of this, he would not stop to 
complain—perhaps it was right it should be so; but the exist- 
ence Ofgsuch a fact certainlyg authorized a rigid restriction‘of 
sadcommittees to their proper and legitimate duties. Mr. W. 
said the very object and exclusive purpose of standing comit- 
\ees Was to take charge of the usual and ordinary business of 
this House. He observed that, according to well settled par- 
llamentary practice and according to the uniform usage in le- 
fisiation in this body, until within a very few years past, all 
Propositions ofan extraordinary character, all matiers of great 
concermment, to speak in parliamentary language, anda espe- 
cially a measure like the one now under consideration, involv- 
ign tsimply the revenues—the finances ofthe Government; 
buteffecting for weal or woe, for good or evil, the currency, 
commerce. agriculture, manufactures, and every ramification 
*! business of this entire country, peculiarly demand to be re- 
ferred, debate:!, and matured in the Committee of the Whole 
upon the state ofthe Union. 

But again, said Mr. W. if none of the reasons urged existed 
' lavor of his proposed reference of this bill, convenience and 
ex ediency recommend the preference of his proposition. It 
1 Well Known toevery member of the House, that the standing 
committees have quite as much business of the ordinary charac- 
ler as they are able to discharge; and especially the Committee 
of Ways and Means, the regular duties of which are onerous 
in theextreme. Mr. W. asked if there was any thing new or 

Unusual in the proposition-he had made? He contended there 
Wasuiot; so far from it, any other reference, he insisted, wou'd 
be adeparture from the established usage of this House, from 
the beginning of the Government to the opening of this Admi- 
uistration, Tle said if the journals of this House were ex- 
amined, it would be found that at .two periods in the history of 
‘his country—if notsin all respects similar, certainly in very 
Many things similar to the present—the magnitude of the 
Crisis Was considered so great, and the measures of redress so 
Weighty, that special committees were raised, asa matter of 
Course, without opposition, chosen from the first talents of the 
louse, to whom were referred the propositions of the nature 
now pr to be réferred to the standing Committee of 
Waysand Means, Inthe year 1791, when the finances ef this 


rl 


Government were greatly embarrassed—the currency’ depre- 





ciated—commerce suspended—public and private credit great- 
ly depressed—this course was adopted. In 1814-15, a crisis 
very similar to the present, the same course was pursued 
by this House m each successive year? And was it so 
ordered at those periods, asked Mr. Ware, because of 
any distrust of the want of intelligence or financial ability in 
the members of the standing committees of those days? No, 
sir; go and read the names of the distinguished individuals who 
composed the standing committees of Ways and Means at the 
periods alluded to; and there isno circle of greatness that can 
be drawn around the present chairman and his associates upon 
said committees, from which they could justly be excluded. 
He said this, not by way of invidious comparison, but to repu- 
diate the idea that it would reflect any disparagement either 
upon the intelligence or integrity of the present Committee of 
Waysand Means to make the reference proposed. Mr. W. 
said he did not controvert, that, at the called session of '37, the 
topics now proposed to be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, were referred to the standing 
Commiitee of Ways and Means, and that the precedent then 
set had been followed since that period. Yet, he contended, 
the precedent was a departure from the established usage of le- 
gislation in this House, and nothing, in his judgment, but the 
peculiar circumstances of the case, would have carried its 
adoption. 

He said it would be recollected, no business of an ordinary 
character was acted upon during that session; nothing but the 
“grave and weighty matters,’? for which that extraordinary 
Congress was Called; and so far from the fact that the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means having bad charge of the matiers 
contained in this bill at the called session, being an argument in 
favor of a similar reference now, to his mind it was a vital ob- 
jection. 

The majority of that committee now now entertain the same 
sentiments with the majority at the special session, who re- 
ported upon the propesiuons contained in this bill. The bill 
now before the House is, insubstance, the same bill reperted 
then. This bill (said Mr. W.) had been manufactured by the 
Committeeof Finance in the Senate, peculiarly an Executive 


Committee, hurried through that body, he would say 
Gif it would not subject him to be called to order) 
with unexampled haste, to effect purposes not of the 


the most patriotic character. Why, then, he asked, go through 
the idle formality of referring this billto the Committee of Ways 
and Means, if immediate action is intended upen it? Why 
has the honorable chairman permitted it te slumber upon 
your table for six long weeks, without an effort even to call 
it up—to have it referred or printed? Is it intimated that the 
committee propose to make any alteration in said bill? 
cross a T, or dot an 2 No such purpose is avowed. Why, 
then, this circuitous proposition, of reference to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Neans? If speedy action be the wish of 
the friends of this measure, why not let the bill go directly 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
where it will be open to amendment and for discussion? 
Were the friends of this measure waiting for political contin- 
geucies? Were they waiting for a prosperous conimercial re- 
vulsion?: Were they wailing to shape the features of this bill 
as polnical expediency may dictate, some weeks or months 
hence? Mr. W. siid he knew very well all such objects or 
intentions would be repudiated and scouted with a flourish of 
trumpets, with a holy horror. But will not the country leok 
to the actions of gentlemen, rather than their declarations? 
Are there any elections to take place in the course of a few 
weeks, the result of which might make it advisable for the 
good of the country, and if not for the good of the country, for 
the safety of the Adininistration, to let this bill sleep in the 
arms of the Committee of Ways and Means the sleep of death? 
or, if passed, passed with radical modifications? 

If the friends of this meas: re sincerely desire its passage, 
why delay? why procrastinate? The Administration have an 
undisputed majority in both Houses. If this bill be the political 
panacea that its friends profess it is, in the name of high Hea- 
ven, why delay the remedy for one hour? Is the patient not 
sufficiently afflicted? Is not the disease universal, commencing 
here at the centre, paralyzing the Government revenues, ex- 
tending to every branch of business, affecting every class of 
society, the merchant, manufacturer, mechanic, and farmer, 
leaving not a gieen spot of prosperity upon the broad map of 
this country, to rest the wearied eye from scenes of distress and 
suffering? If this bill be the grand specific, the infallible re- 
medy, why not administer it at once?) Having the undisputed 
power to pass it forthwith, why keep a suffering people any 
longerin a state of cruel suspense? Are we not told by the 
President, in his annual message, that the “continued agitation 
of this question injurtously affects the business of the country?!” 
Sir, (sand Mr. W.) if it is to pass, let it pass, and pass quickly, 
—with all its blessings, if its advocates are right—with all its 
miseries, if its Opponents are not deceived. 

But, Me. Speaker, (said Mr. W.)T promised, in the beginning 
of my remarks, not to go into the merits of this bil. He 
would redeem his promise, and conclude, with the hope that the 
proposition of reference, moved by him, would be sustained by 
the ITouse. 

Mr. RHETT would merely call the attention of the Tonse 
to the purposes for which the Committee of Ways and Means 
was constituted. Mr. R. then read from the rules of the House 
the following rule: 

“Itshall be the duty of the Committee of Ways and Means to 
take into consideration all reports of the Treasury Department, 
aid all such propositions relative to the revenue as may be re- 
ferred to them by the House.” 

Now the gentleman had said very correctly that this subject 
was of great importance to the whole country. This, though 
true, was only so in reference io the mannerin which the reve- 
nue shall be collected and disbursed—a subject which at all 
times belonged to the Committee of Ways and Means. In con- 
formity with this view, all bills affecting the revenue had come 
from the Committee of Ways and Means. So also in relation 
te banks. which hae the custody of the public revenue. 

Mr. WHITE of Kentucky said the gentleman was mistaken; 
the last bill for the charter of the Bank of the United States came 
from the Senate. 

Mr. RHETT stood corrected. The Bank charter of 1816 did, 
he believe, come from the Committee of Ways and Means; 
butin this he might be mistaken—he was not particular. But 
whether it was so or not, he submitted to the gentleman if the 
Committee of Waysand Means had not the subject under con- 
sideration. When it came from the Senate it was sent to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. This was not the case with 
regard to this bill, for the Committee of Ways and Means had 








not yet had it under consideration. Was there any measure, 
he would ask, of great importance, that was not referred ether 
to one of the standing committees, or to a select committee, 
before it was acted on in Committee of the Whole? After this 
bill should be examined by the Committee of Ways and Means, 
it would, as a matter of course, be taken up and fully discussed 
in Committee of the Whole, This was his desire, and he also 
understood it to be the desire ofthe chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, 

Mr. EVERETT would inquire of the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means if there were appropriations in 
this bill which would render it necessary that it should go to his 
committee, 

Mr. JONES of Virginia considered that every bill of impor- 


tance should be referred to its appropriate standing committee 
before acting on it in the House. 


Mr. EVERETT said he wished to move instructions to the 
committee to amend this bill so as to cure it of some of ite most 
material defects. All the bills on this subject, reported since 
1837, contain within themselves provisions under which the 
Sub-Treasury might be converted intoa bank of discount as 
well asa bank of circulatiun. The object, therefore, of his pro- 
posed instructions was, to test this question at the outset, and 
get the yeas and nays ont, which he feared he might not be able 
to doat a subsequent stage of the proceedings. Every bill which 
had been reported on this subject gave the Treasury the power 
to transfer the moneys of the Government from one place to 
another, without pointing out the mode in which these transtera 
shall be made. It also gives the power to pay the pebts of the 
Government without pointing out how these debts shall be 
paid. All, then, that was necessary to convert this Sub Trea- 
sury into a bank of discount was simply to purchase a draft on 
NewOrleans, receive the securities of the individual in payment, 
and make this dratt receivable in payment of duties. Then, in 
order to make ita bank of circulation, all that was necessary 
was that when a creditor of the Gevernment wanted his money 
ata particular place, say at Philadelphia, pay bim in ten dol- 
lar drafts. Mr. E. said he could not imagine that this bill was 
intended for the mere purpose of safe keeping the public re- 
veaue, for the Government had no money tokeep,and he could not, 
therefore, conceive why the Administration was so anxious for 
this measure, unless for ulterior objects. When there were no 
banks in the country for the merchants, the calculation of the 
Administration must be that the merchants must be depencent 
for their facilities on the Government. Then, (said Mr. E.) 
when you have got a bank of discount and circulation, and 
extended under a set of Government directors throughout the 
States of the Union, just look at the tremendous political power 
it will possess; when you can say whoshall have loans and who 
shall not, who can measure the extent of the power. It would 
he in vain, then, to struggle against it. 

Mr. E. in itlustration of his argument, referred to the history 
of a State bank in his own State. established, he said, in Demo 
cratic times. He wished to call the avention of the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means to this subject, and ask 
him ifsuch would not be the effect 1f the Government was per- 
mitted to purchase drafts without any limitation. It was for 
the purpose of testing these questions that he submitted his mo- 
tion of instructions. Mr. E, then moved to instruct the com- 
mittee to amend the bill by inserting the following provisions: 

“That whenever it shall be necessary to place moneys appro- 
priated at the disposal of any disbursing officer, it shail be the 
duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to cause a Treasury war- 
rant to be issued, directing the Treasurer, or Receiver General, 
or a Treasurer of the Mint, to place the sum required to the 
credit ofsuch disbursing officer. 

“That whenever it shall be necessary to transfer money from 
the Treasurer, from a Receiver General, or Treasurer of the 
Mint, to another Receiver Geners! or Treasurer of the Mint, or 
from either 'o the Treasurer, in case it be inconvenient to make 
such transfer in specie, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of 
the Treasury to cause transfer drafts to be issued in sums not 
css than one thousand dollars each, payable to the order of the 
Treasurer, Receiver General, or Treasurer of a Mint to whom 
the money is to be transterred, and to transmit the same to him, 
who shall cause the same to he sold at his office afier three 
days’ publ ¢ notice, for cash in hand onty, and on such sale he 
shall endorse upon such draft the day of such sale, the amount 
for which it was sol ', and the day on which it is made payable, 
which shall be after ten days, and within ninety days from its 
day of date; provided the sale shall be made at a greater dis- 
count than five per cent. 

“That all payments to the creditors of the the United States shall 
be made at the Treasury, or-under the direction of the Secreta- 
ry ofthe Treasury, by drafts drawn upon such Receiver Gene- 

ral or Treasurer of one of said Mints, as the creditor shall de- 
signate, payable tothe creditor at such day, afterten days and 
within ninety days from date; and such drafte shall be for the 
entire sum found due and payable to such creditor, unless such 
sum shall exceed two thousand dollars, in which case it shall! 
be lawfnl to issue several drafts, provided thatno one of them 
shall be for a less sum than one thousand dollars. And if any 
such trai.sfer draft or Treasury draft shall not be presented for 
payment, at the office at which it is payable by the day specified 
thereon for payment, the payment thereof shall be suspended 
for three months from the day on which it shall be presented. 
And if any transfer or other draft, presented for payment of 
the day on which it was made payable, or at the expiration of 
said three months, shall be protested for non-payment, it shail 
he the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, on the return of 
such transfer draft or Treasury draft, to cause the amount 
thereof, with ten per centum for damages, to be paid to the 
holder of such transfer draft or Treasury draft. ; 

“and that said committee be further instructed to inquire and 
report whether the bill is not of such a character that it ought 
to have originated in this House.” c 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina had been anxious, dur- 
ing the whole session, to know when thissubject would come 
up for discussicn, in order that he might make some remarks 
in regard to it. He waa, therefore, decidedly in favor of this 
discussion coming up immediately, and the mittee of the 
Whole certainly was as competent as the Committee of Ways 
and Means to consider the subject. Hecould not but wonder 
at this measure being so Jong delayed, and that it was now pur- 

posed to send it to sleep, in the room of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and then tobe referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House. This looked very much like a feat to have this 
measure discussed in the House. He had, like Hannibal, 
when he vowed eternal enmity to the Romans, vowed to op- 
pose this measure, which he deemed so,hostile to, the —— 
aml liberties of the country. : 
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Mr. VANDERPOBL said he would not have risen to par- 
ticipate in this discussion, had i: not, on this and on former occa- 
sions, been insinuated here, that (here was a@ disposition on the 
Pirtef the friends of the Administration to give the bill ander 
consideration the “goby.” The biil bad, to be sure, laid upon 
the @psaKken's table for the last six weeks or more; bul this was 
the Bret ume it had ever been reached in the orde: of business. 
He was glad that he bad the opportunny of so telling the 
American people, for constant and innumerable were the in- 

uiries addteased to him and others who were supposed to be 

lendiy tothe bill, “Why ie not the Sub-Treasury bill taken 
up?’ And now he would avail himself of the opportunity of 
waying, that it had not before been taken up and considered, be- 
cause it had not before been reached. The New Jersey ques- 
tion and other subjects had, according to the order of business 
as prescribed by our ruies, had precedence of it. Let not gen- 
Uemen of the Opposition “lay the flattering unction to their 
aouls,”’ that there is a disposition on the part of the friende of 
the Administration here vo let this bill sleep the sleep of death. 
No: averse as he was to remain here during the torrid months 
ef summer, he woul! remain till September next, if such a 
macriice of personal comfort should prove necessary 
w procure the passage of this bill. Gentlemen of 
the © position seemed impatient for the onset, They 
weomed to affect or feel a fear that they woul! not 
have the opportunity of fulminating their anathemas against 
thie bill. He implored them to be a little patient. He assured 
them that a chance would yet be afforded them to pour out 
ageinatthio great meaaure of reform oceans of those speeches 
which they eupposed possessed euch magical influence. The 
Democracy here understood too well, and felt too forcibly ite 
dnty, not tomakeevery possible exertion in favor of this great 
principle of divoree between the Government and the banks, 
to parmitthe bill on the table to lie without prompt and deci- 
siveaction. He regarded it as the great measure of the session, 
called for not less by the highest interests of the country, than 
by @ majority of the American people. He feared not diecus- 
wiog. The measure had never suffered, it never would suffer, 
from discussion, as ite past history abundantly proved; and he 
Was not a littie surprised that a conviction of this truth had not 
already #0 strongly seized (he mind of gentiemen, asto weaken 
their confidence in their ability to make any thing by the fur- 
ther discussion of thie subject. To the popular mind, it had 
grown brighter from discussion. When first proposed, the 
peeple were frightened by the “gorgone and hydras,”’ 
beid up to their vision by political orators, as like- 
ly to emanate from this measure. The senseless cry 
of one currency forthe Government, and another currency 
fur the people had, at firat, had the effect of frightening man 
houest men, but had been so often and so triumphantly setened, 
that he could hardly believe that it would now be deemed wor- 
thy of repetition here. When honorable gentlemen recoilected 
that State after State had, under the first impulse of alarm cre- 
ated by this measure, broken away .rom the Administration; but 
that reason and discussion had brought most of them back to 
their first love, they could hardly imagine that, afier the cheer- 
ing expreasion of that “sober second thought,” wi ich had given 
us a@ majority on this door contrary to the general expectation 
entertained a year age, we would shrink from the further sup- 
port and prosecution of this great and salutary measure. The 
Deopie, at least that portion of the people that elected that ma- 
j rity, anxiously awaited the passage of this bill, and that majo- 
rity would be recreant to its duty, if it did net struggle long and 
late , if need be, to secure its passage. 

He would add another word or two upon the proposi- 
tions to commit the bill. One was to commit it to the 
Committe of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
the other to commit it to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
All admitted its great importance; it contained many sec- 
tions involving; new and, highly important provisions, and he 
had heard no good reason urged against referring it to one of 
the standing committees of the House. Every bill from the 
Senate, however uninimportant its provisions, was usually 
referrelto one of the standing committees, and why should 
there be a departure from our practice in reference to this 

eat measure. Standing committees were created, because, 
rem tie limited number that composed them, were more com- 
peten to deliberate with care, to detect faults, and propose the 
necess try amendments, than wasa body of men large as that 
here awembled. The very speech of the gentleman from 
Vermoat (Mr. Evererr|showed the necessity of referring it to 
one of the standing committees of the House. He sees a huge 
Govern nent bank lurking in some of its provisions. It was 
then peculiarly proper that one of the standing committees of 
the House should look into it, and see whether itin truth con- 
tained sucha formidable monster. There was nothing, he ad- 
mitted, in the rules of the House which ex ri termini brought 
it within the jorisdiction of the Committee of Ways and 
Means; but relating as it did to finance, it was, in 
reference to it, the most apprepriate of all the standing 
committees. He (Mr. V.) was an humble member of that 
commit ee, and he wouldarsure gentlemen, that so far as he was 
concerned, there would, if referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Meanr, be no unnecessary delay. His motto in regard to it, 
bere and eleewhere, would be “acrion, PROMPT, AND EFFICIENT 
action.”” 

Mr. WISE would ask his colleague if any bill on the subject 
ef the Sub-Treasury had been reported by the Cominiuce of 
Ways and Means. 

r. JONES of Virginia said he would anewer his colleague, 
that no bill had been reported by the Committee of Ways and 
Means on this subject, for the reason that they had had this bill 
oa the table for five or six weeks; and that he had been anxious 
every day since its reception to get it up, but had not, until now, 
had an opportunity of doing so. He would ask permission of 
the Honse to say, in addition, that he would use his most ear- 
kest endeavors to obtain a speedy action on it in the Committee 
of the Whole, and to get i as speedily as possible before the 
House. He had hoped to receive the co-operation of gentle- 
men who were politically opposed to him, in the immediate re- 
ference of the bill, as by this means the action of the House on 
K would be hastened; and he very much regretted the motions 
which had been made, and which were likely to create a fur- 
ther oor. 

Mr. WISE further ioguired of the chairman (Mr. Jones) 
whether the Committee of Ways and Means had any measure 
“ own under consideration in favor of the Sub Treasury 

Mr. JONES replied in the negative, for the reason that the 
subject had not been brought to their attention. It would be 
recollected that more than a month had expired before the 


Hovee wes organized, andthe committee appointed. The ap- 
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propriation bills, and other important matters, had occupied the 
time ofthe committee, since its appointment, uatil withina 
short time past; and there being a great amountof other im- 
portant business before them, and having this bill on the 
SPEAKERS table, it was supposed by him that there would 
have veen but litle delay in getting ‘t before the House, that 
they could, in the meantime, attend to that business. They 
have not, until now, had an opportunity to take fthis bill up 
for reference. 

Mr. WISE said, with the countryin an unexampled state of 
depression, there ought to have been noreason for the delay of 
the committee to consider and reporta measure of relief. The 
committee hadnot even c nsidered this great panecea for all 
the evila which now effect the people He contended that they 
should have had the subject under consideration without refer- 
ence to the bill on the SpgaKker’s table. This bill, which had 
slipped through the Senate, might have been concocted im 
the Executive chamber; and they should not have waited for 
it, fe felt great anxiety to expedite the bill, and give the re- 
lief which the friends of the bill contend it willatford. The 
people ia agony call for relief, and he trusted something would 
be done to grant it. He would not at that time agree to discuss 
the biil with any one, but when the proper time came he would 
be disposed todoso. The House was now just organized, and 
the Adminisiration party have acquired their full majority, and 
he and the country would hold them responsible for the passage 
of the Sub-Treasury, or some measure of relief! He would 
say to his constituents and to the country, and now pledge him- 
self thatif (ve gentleman from New Yok [Mr. VaNpERPOEL] 
would vote for the Sub-Treasury bill—the specte Sub-Treasury 
bill promised a duped people—he would vote ferit. He would 
ratlier lose his right arm than inflict his constituents with the 
passage of this measure. He would not have dared to make 
the pledge if he thought the gentleman and his party would 
meethim; but he had no fears that he would ever be called on to 
vore for evciabill. He threw out the challenge because he 
believed the Administration had no desire to pass a specie Sub- 
Treasury bill, such as had been promised. He suggested to the 
gentteman from Vermont, (Mr. Everert,) the propriety of so 
modifying his instructions as not to make it imperative. 


Mr. EVERETT then modified his amendment so az to autho- 
rize the commutiee to inquire into the expediency of engrafting 
it on the bill. 


Mr. CRABB looked upon itas a perfect mockery to send this 
bill tothe Committee of Ways and Means, as there was not a 
member on this floor who had not come here with a perfect 
knowledge of the subject, and with his mind fully made up on 
it. His right co sit and speak here was more dependent on his 
decided and unequivocal opposition to this favorite measure of 
the Administration tan to any merits of hisown. He was as 
re.dy now as he ever could be to epeak his oppesition to this 
bill, and every other bill ofa similar character, and he presumed 
every gen leman was ready to do the same. Why refer it to 
the Committee of Ways and Means? Was the object delay? 
Gentiemen pretended that the Opposition in this House had 
thrown obstructions in the way ofthis bill, as they have been ac- 
cused of doing with regard toe-ery other. But geutlemen must 
recollect that we have an excuse. He had said some time ago that 
it was thought necessary by the Administration party that these 
five New Jersey members should be voted in before the pas- 
sage of this bill. Yesterday the deed was done, and to-day 
this great measure, in which the Administration have pledged 
themselves, and with which its most distinguished members 
siy thatthey are willing to sink or swim, should be taken up 
and discussed on its merits. I, for one, said Mr. C. say, if you 
pass it, pass it to-day. I wish to see its effects. Kk affected 
entire interests of the country, for there was not an interest 
that would not be deeply injured by it. Let it go, then, to the 
Committee of the Whole, in which all the various important 
interests of the country are represented, and can speak of the 
injuries it will inflict on them. The Committee of the Whole 
wasthe mostappropriate for it. Let it be discussed there. 
Let the bill pass, cot let the Ilouse adjourn, for, from pre- 
sent prospects, he foresaw that Congress could do nothing this 
session. Every question was made a party one; every ques- 
tion had reference to who should occupy the White House. 
He desired, for one, toge home. Let gentlemen unite with 
him in taking up this great measure, and they could soon do so, 


Mr PETRIKIN said he did not rise to make a speech, but to 
make a motion to save the time of the House and the country. 
Before making that motion, he would assign some reasons for 
the causes of the delay complained of by the gentleman from 
Alabama [| Mr. Crass) before him, and the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Wiss.] Mr. Speaker, we have been compelled to 
sit here, day after day and week after week, to hear gentlemen 
of the Opposition delivering sperches, not relevent ta the merits 
of the questions befere the House for consideration, but endea- 
voring to make Harrison capita! for the next Presidential elec- 
tion, an] endeavoring to make the people believe Gen. Harri- 
son was that which be was not, nor never could be made—a 
hero, a statesman, and a philosopher. You have also, Mr. 
Speaker, heard the gentleman and his Whig friends on this 
floor, day after day, complaining of the Democratic party cut- 
ting off debate by the previous question, or, to use their own 
term, applying “the gag law,” to prevent discuasion and the 
freedom of debate. Why. sir, it was but a day or two since 
that I was personified as being obnoxious to the charge of mov- 
ing this—to our loquacious Whigs—terrible gag law, or pre- 
vious question. It 1eclly does not appear very consistent in 
those gentlemen whose daily avocation it has been to “stave 
off” the business of the country and prevent its being reached 
and considered, to get up now and complain of this or an 
other bill not being reached. 1 shall now (Mr. P. observed) 
conclude—and I have no doubt, in doing so, I shall disappoint 
some dozen of Whig orators—by moving the previous ques- 
tion. 

The previons question receiveda second, and the main ques- 
tion was ordered to be taken. 

And the main question, being first on commitment to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. was then 
—_ by yeas and nays, and decided as follows: yeas 77, nays 

a 

So the motion was rejected. 

And the question recurring on the motion to commit to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, it was decided in the affirma- 
tive, without a division. 
one the bill was committed to the Committee of Ways and 

eans, 

And the question then recurring on the instructions of Mr. 
EvERstT, 





Mr. PETRIKIN asked for the yeas and nays; 
ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 8], nays 106, 
So the House refused to adopt the instructions. 

On motion of Mr. WISE, and by general consent, the bil! 
ordered to ve printed. Was 

A number of other bills on the Spzaxen’s table were ut 
thefirst and second reading, and were approoriately relered ¥ 

The bill providing for the removal of the location of the jz 
office in the State of Mississippi; and and 

The bill allowing further time to the Trustees of Centre © 
lege, at Danville,in Kentucky, to dispose of lands heretofo 
granted to the Deafand Dumb Society; ” 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 

The bill heretofore introduced on leave, by Mr. Bett, to 
cure the fredom of elections, and to prevent the interference af 
Executive officers therin, coming up in its order, andthe qy 
tion being “Shall the bill be rejected?” wer 

Mr. BELL said he did not wish to detain the House ar 1}j, 
time with any remarks; but he would say that he considered 
this bill of the utmost importance; of greater importance, yp his 
judgment, (though, perhaps, he might view it with a partialit 
which other gentlemen did not feel,) than even the Rub Tree, 
sury bill. Andas an opportunity had thus been afforded to him 
of making 1emarks which, under other circumstances, the 
scarcely could have hoped to have had the privilege of making 
andas he had wished that the bill might be discussed on box) 
sides of the House, he hoped it would be the pleasure of the 
House that it should lie over until such time es the gentleman 
from Virginia(Mr Jones} had had time to pass his Treasury 
note bill. 

Some conversation as to the order of business here took place 
between the SPEAKER and Mr. BELL, and the SPEAKER 
having decided that ‘his bill would take precedence of al py. 
siness of itsclass on the SpeaKken’s ‘able, 

Mr. BELL. said he would not then acddiers the House, but con. 
fenttoan adjournment; whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. MASON, 

The Houre then acjourned. 


which Were 


ol. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuvrepay, March 12, 1840. 

The CITAIR submitted a message frem the President of the 
United States in answer to aresolution of the Senate of the 4th 
of February, transi itting copies of correspondence between the 
Department of War and Governor Cal! concerning the war in 
Florida; which was iaid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ANDERSON presented a memorial of Clements, Bryan 
and Companyj contractors with the Government for the supply 
of the emigrating Cherokees, praying the passage of an act au- 
thoriizng the Secretary of War to adjust and seule their claims 
upon just and equitable principles. Mr. A explained at some 
length the merits of the claim, and it was referred to the Cum. 
mittee en Claims. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial of citizens of Water 
ville, Lucas county, Ohio, praying for a reduction of postage; 
which was referred to the Commitee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of James W. Male and 
Joseph Francis, praying the aid of Government to enable them 
to erecta permanent life-boat station on Rockaway beach, for 
the relief of distressed vessets; which was referred to the Com. 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a memorial of citizens of Washing- 
ton, praying that Congress may take such measures as will 
compe! the banks chartered by them to fulfil their obligations to 
the public, by a resumption of specie payments. 

Mr. A. said he was not personally acquainted with the citizens 
whose names were affixed to this memorial, but he was in- 
formed they were respectab'e men, and embraced members of 
both political parties. He asked that the memorial might be 
read, and ordered to be printed; which was agreed to. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial of citizens of Penn- 
sylvania, praying for the improvement of the Alleghany river 
from Pittsburgh to Hamilton, in the State of New York; which 
was referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr DAVIS presented a memorial of citizens of New York, 
praying that certain duties paid on silk twist may be refunded; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. D. also presented a memorial of citizens of Wisconsin, 
praying for the construction of certain military roads, for the 
improvement ef the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, and for esta- 
blishinga port of entry at Green Bay; which was referred tothe 
Comimitiee on Commerce. : 

Mr. D. also presented a memorial of C. B. Dickman; whick 

was referred tothe Commitee on Pensions. 
* Mr. LUMPKIN, froin the Committee on Indian Affairs, to 
which was referred the petition of Join Scott, reported a bill for 
the relief of his legal representatives; which was read, and er- 
dered toa second reading. ; 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to 
which was referred the bill to regulate the pay and emoluments 
of pursers in the navy, reported the same wih an amend- 
ment, anda report; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, made an adverse re- 
port on the claim of Thomas B. Parsons; which was ordered to 
be printed. : 

Mr. W. also, fro: the same committee, asked to be discharg: 
ed from the further consideration of the claim of Joseph Whip- 
ple; which was agreed to. F 

Mr. FULTON, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave 
to bring ina bill in relation to donations of land to certain per- 
sons in the State of Arkansas; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

The motion cubmitted yesterday by Mr. SouTHaRD was con: 
sidered and agreed to. ; 

On motion by Mr. TAPPAN, the bill regulating bank issues 
in the District of Columbia was taken up for the purpose of of 
fering some amendments, and the bill, as amended, was ordered 
to be printed, and made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

MILITARY AND NAVAL PREPARATIONS. 

The following resolution was taken up for consideration: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request: 
ed to communicate to the Senate, if, in his judgment, compatl- 
ble with the public interest, all the information which may be 
in the possession of the Government, or which can be convenly 
ently obtained, of the military and naval preparations of the 
British authorities on the Northern frontier of the United States, 
from Lake Superior to the Atlantic ocean; distinguishing the 
permanent from the temporary and field works, and particula! 
ae those which are within the claimed limits of the Unit 

tee, 
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Mr. NORVELL rose end wa at he he SPC RaSEEREE tieeer Gist eacg lauarvies en tans Unenpicie pes Gee me Ty eo ee eubmitted this re- 
from a strong sense oi vy liis firm conviction was, 
soluuion, that the per'od hadarrived when pre- 

had a long time been, that the per p 

and jons ofa military and naval ¢ hatact er on one side of o 
Rirthera frontier, ought to be met by corresz onding eases 
on the other side, While the Britis) Government was 
ia us with negotiation, as Philip amused (he A‘ henians 
— making quiet and steady progres’ in preparing or oflta- 
. d defensive operations, at all important poin> \ear the 
me se of the United States, from Maine to Lake Supe- 
entre While England was active, we were slumbering at our 
ee unarmed, and without defence. It was time for us to 
wake from this dangerous repose. It was time for us to learn 
“ whole extent of our hazardous situacion. 
The late correspondence between the Secretary of State and 
the British Envoy, with the information which accompanied it, 
clearly showed that the British authorities had deviated from 
the arrangement made by the Governors of Maine and New 
prunswick, through the interposition of Genera! Scot, de- 
a to that quarter forthat purpose by the President. The 
xplanations of {the Briish Minister appeared to him to ve 
evasive, perhaps unintentionally 60. He seemed to have avoided 
the true issue—the violation of the arrangement to which he had 
iyatadverted. The Secretary of State, in his letter to Mr. Fox, 
} marks: “That the extensive acccmmodations prepared and 
reparing, at an old and a! new stations, the works finished, 
aod intwecourse of construction, on the land and on the 
water, are not in harmony with the assurance that the only ob 
otis the preservation of a few vnimportant buiklings and 
sore-houses for the temporary protection of the number of 
roops her Mayesty’s ordinary service can require to pags on the 
road from New Brunswick to Canada.” 

And now, sir, what is the answer of the British Minister? 
After general declarations and disavowals on the subject of 
preparal: ions, he adds: 

‘Thefact, shortly, is, and this is the essential point of the ar- 
yment, that her Majesty’s authorities have not as yet altered 
their alate of preparation, or strengthened their military means 
within the disputed ‘territory, with a view to seitling the ques- 
tion of the boundary, although the attitude assumed hy the 
giate of Maine, with the refereice to that question, would bea 
cleat justification of such measures; and itis much to be ap- 
prehended that the adoption of such measures will sooner or 
iater become indispensable, ifthe peopleof Maine be not com- 
pelled to desist from the extensive system of armed aggression 
which they are continuing to carry en in other parts of the 
same disputed territory.”’ 

Now, sir, here isno disclaimer of the fact, that the state of 
preparation has not been altered; that the military means of 
the British have not heen strengthened within the disputed ter- 
ritory. It issimply declared that this alteration has not been 
made; that these inilitary means have not been strengthened, 
‘with a view to settling the qurstion of the boundary.’ > The 
menace is thrown out, too, that the attitude of 
Maine may render suc measures indispensable on 
the part of the British, with a view to that boundary question, 
if the people of that State be not compelled to desist from the 
armed aggressions Which they continue to carry on within the 
disputed territory. The disclaimer of the minister goes to the 
motive, and not to the fact of increased military prepara- 
uons. 

And then, sir, do we not all know that a proposition on the 
part of our Government, for the settlement of the boundary 
question, by commissioners, has been before the British cabi- 
net for some seven or eight months, and that no satisfactory 
response has yet been received to that proposition? Was not 
this proof presumptive that delays and postponements had 
been purposely inter pesed, until the means should be prepared 
for a coercive ree of the boundary question, on the 
terms which the British Government might prescribe? 

Again, sir: it had been stated, with what truth he could not 
tell, that the cabinet of St. James had written to its agents in 
Canada, that the passage from New Brunswick to Quebec 
ought to be, and must be, rendered open and free by either ami- 
cable or forcible means. 

What did all this indicate? Were these preparations, these 
imputed declarations, intended to intimidate us into a submis- 
sion to the conditions of settling the boundary question, which 
might be presented to us by the adverse party ” 

Along the whole line ef Lake Ontario, it had been stated that 
new military works were in the progress of construction, and 
that the old works were in a course of being strengthened. 
The military posts at Molden had also, as he had learned, been 
rendered stronger. White Wood island, which had been ma- 
hy years ago most unfoit nately ceded to the British, B wee, as he 
had been informed in letters, fortified, or about. to be fortified. 
That island was in the river Detroit, near its mouth; and, with 
& powerful battery, I. would command the passage of both the 
American and British channels of the river, and lay the whole 
ofthe upper Lake country, with its important military posts, 
We flourishing cities and villages, at the mercy of an enemy. 
Miliary works were constructed, or constructing, at Sandwich 
and Windsor, immediately opposite to Detroit; and that prospe- 
tous city could, from these works, in one hour, be laid in ashes. 
And what was the state of defensive military preparation on our 
side, in that quarter? Why, sir, we had not even the benefit of 
publie barracks for the protection and accommodation of the 
miserable skeletons of companies which were stationed there. 
The cummanding officers were compelled to rent a house at 
the water’s edge for their accommodation. Sir, the surrender 

of White Wood island to the British was a most unwise mea- 
sire Its acquisition by that Government showed its sagacious 
forecast, a8 its cession remonstrated our want of that quality, 
in amos fatal degree. It.ought never to have been given up. 

» lehad been told that the British authorities were buildin 
One or two steam frigateson Lake Ontario and Lake Erie. Such 
& Measure was a departure from the spirit of that arrange- 
ment by which the American and British navies were re- 
spectively reduced to one vessel on Lake Champlain, one on 

ke Ontario, and two cn Lake Erie and the upper lakes, not 
exceeding one hundred tons burden each, and each carrying 
duione gun. Were the steam frigates to be of one hundred 
‘ons burden, and to carry but one cannon? Nobody could be- 
lieveit. In order that the terms of the arrangement might be 
correctly understood, he would cite a e from the mes. 
me pe resident M nroe to Congiess, in December, 1817, on 

7 have the satisfaction,” says the President, “to inform you 
that an arrangement, which had been commenced by my pre- 

t, with the British Government, for the reduction Pea 
pt force, by Great Britain and the United States, on the 
lakes, hae been concluded; by which it is provided that neither 
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party shail keep in service on Lake C hamplain more than one 
vessel; on Lake Ontario wore than one; aid on Lake Erie and 
the upper lakes more than —— to be armed cach with one ¢an- 

non only; and that all the other armed vesse!s, of both parties, 

of which an exact Jist is interchanged, shai! be diemantied. It 
1s also agreed that the force retained shall be restricted in its 
duty to .he internal purposes of each party; end that the ar- 

rangement shall remain in force woul six months shall have 
expired afier notice given by one of the paruce to the other, of 
iis desire that it should terminate.” 

The object of the arrangement was, to save useless expense on 
both sides, and to prevent the danger of colusion between their 
armed vessels, on those inland waters. 

The measuses adopted by the British Government, to which 
he had thus bricfly a!!ueed—the large military forces collected in 
her provinces—the accumulation of works and materials for war 
on our Northern frontier—and the naval preparativos making 
on the lakes, imdressively admonished us of the dangers which 
were impending over us. He could not, representing, as he did, 
an exposed State, be anxious for war; but a crisis was, he ap- 
prehended, approaching, whick wi yuld demand the most active 
exertion, the most vigilant preparation. At all events, we ought 
to be in posse esion of every ne cessary information, to enable 
us to decide what was best to be doneon ourside. We ali know 
the spirit of aggrandizerient which animated the British Go. 


vernment, in all ‘her policy. They wereai this monient extend- 
ing their military conguestain the East; and the journals of the 
day informed us that they were negotiaung for the purchase of 
he Californias in the West. iu the face of the solemn declaiation 


of President Monroe in 1823, that the righ:scnd interests of the 
United stares required itto be made known tothe world, “that the 
American continrnis were not thenceforh to be coi sidered as 
subjects for future colon zation by any Emopeon power.’ 

The resolution, modified as below, at the euggestion of 
disunguished Senator, a friend of the mover, was nan 
agreed to: 

” Resolr ed, That the” President of the United Siates be re- 
quested to cause to be communicated to the Senate all the infor- 
mation that is possessed by the Government, or can be conve- 
niently obtained, of the military and waval preparations of the 
Ei glish Government on the Northern frontier f the United 
Siates, from Lake Superiorto the Atlantic Ocean, distinguish. 
ing the permanent from the temporary and field works, and 
| as noting those which are within the claimed Jiuaits 
of the United States. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

The billto provide for the payment of damages sustained by 
individuals by the wars with Indian tribes since 1820, being the 
special order of the day, was taken up as in Committee of the 
Whole, and after a long discussion, In which Messrs. HUB- 
BARD, CLAY of Alabama, LUMPKIN and KING eainest!y 
advocated the passage of the bill, and Messrs. WRIGHT, 
GRUNDY, and PRENTISS opposed it, its further cons sidera- 
tion was postponed until Monday next, and the bill and amend: 
ments were ordered to be printed. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuorspay, March 12, 1840. 

Mr. CROSS, froin the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, represented to the House a memorial and 
accompanying documents from the Cherokee In- 
dian delegation, which had been previously re- 
ferred to that committee, for the purpose cf having 
them printed; which was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER announced the unfinished bu- 
Siness business of the morning hour to be the fol- 
lowing resolution, accompanying the report made 
by Mr. Campze tt of South Carolina, from the 
Committee of Elections: 

Mr. CAMPBELL, chairman of the Commit ee 
of Elec ions, offered the following resolution: 

Resclved, That the papers enumerated ia the 
foregoing list, and the journal «f the Committee of 
of E’ections in the New Jersey case, comyr sing its 
proceedings up to the 5th instant, be primed for 
the use of the House and the committee. 

[This resolution covers all the testimony before 
the committee at the time the report was made in 
relation to this subject.] 

Mr. R. GARLAND proposed to amend the reso- 
lution by adding thereto the following: 

“And that said committee te instructed to re- 
port the evidence referied to it on the 6th instant, 
and that the same be printed.” 

Mr. JENIFER, who was entitled to the floor, 
spoke in continuation of h's remarks of yesterday. 
In the course of which, he gave way to 

Mr. FILLMORE, who made certain exp'ana- 
tions; during which much disoider and exci‘ement 
existed throughout the hal], and several interme- 
mediate explanations were mace, and interrogato- 
ries propound d. 

Mr. JENIFER continued, and spoke with great 
acrimony, and imp: ached the course ef the commi'- 
tee, the nature of wh.ch may he judged o! by the re- 
sponse of the chairman, who interrupted him for 
that purpose. 

Mr. CAMPBELL observed, that he was indebt- 
ed to the courtesy of the gentleman from Mary- 
land (Mr. Jenirer] for the epportunity of corect- 
ing thus early the erroneous impression which the 
remarks just made by the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Fittmore) were calculated to produce, 
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bu’ which he was satisficd the geatieman (Mir. F } 
did not intend to leave on the minds of the mem- 
bers of this House. The impression to which he 
a'luved was this: © that all the testimony in 
the possession of the Cemmittee of Elections, 
previous to the report on the New Jersey 
elect on, had not been exam:ned. So far from this 
being the case, he here avowed that ail the testi- 
mony in rela‘ion to that case had been taken up, 
and not only the members of the commitiee, bit 
the parties themselves, were head in (ull upon 
every sat they were disposed to discuss: that the 

lestimony was afierw ards taken up in detail by the 
commitee, and its competency decidet upon by 
forma! votes. 

{Mr.-C. here gave way to Mr. Borts, who ex- 
pressed his opin:on in relation to the examination 
of a part of the te.t mony.] 

Mr. C. resumed. Of ihe testimony thus exa- 
mined, a large poriion was decided to be incc mpe- 
tent. "Ali relating to the illezalty of votes had 
been so decided, excep! only tes imoay impeaching 
about 12 or 13 votes. 

Dit geatlemen comp'ain that the committee 
would net consent to expose ‘hose who had re- 
ceived a minority of votes, vut who claimed to 
have received the greatest number of legal votes, 
‘o the ridicule of parading this testimony in relation 
to twelve or thirteen votes, to set aside majorities 
ranvipg ‘rom thirty to rear two hundred? 

Would it not have been a mere mockery—-would 
it nothave been gross injustice, while the parties 
under the authority of the committee, sanciioned 
by the House, had gone to New Jer-ey to take testi- 
mony, to have proceeded in their abs nce to try this 
election upon its merits, upon testimony so imper- 
fect? Did gentlemen comp'ain, because the com- 
mittee had not, in violation cfit pledge, pursued 
this ccurss? A course which would have been 
utterly unwarrantable in refererce to the per- 
mitted absence of the parties, and inconsistent 
with the proviso of the resvlution of the 25.h 
ultimo, 

Jn speaking of the examination of testimony be- 
fore the committee, Mr. C. did not allude to the 
‘mysterious sealed package” of which so much 
had been said. The depesitions contained in 
that package were not in the possession of 


the committee for examination until afier 
the report hed been made, and they had 
been referred by the House. That this is the 


correct opin on, is manifest from the circumstance 
that the House thought it necessary to refer them 
by a formal vote. That this was the opinion of 
the gentleman from New York himself, [Mr. Fitt- 
MORE ] was evident from the fact that he first voted 
to refer them, and afterwards moved a recensidera- 
tion, to prevent their going to the commitiee, 

Mr. C. would fuither state, in relation to the 
examination of tes imony, thal after the passage of 
the resclution of the 28h ult. and before the adop- 
tion of the report, a gentleman of tte committee 
had called for the reading of testimony in posses- 
sion of the committee, and that, in compliance with 
this call, all the papers were read that were called 
for. 

Mr. C. had only risen for the purpose of cor- 
recting the impression which he thought the re- 
marks of the gentleman from New York were cal- 
cu ated to produces He was unwilliag that an im- 
pression shouid exist for a single day, that the com- 
mit'ee had not considered all the testimony betore 
it previous to making its report; and therefore it 
was that he had reques‘ed the gentieman from Ma- 
ryland to allow him the opporiunity of this expla- 
nation in justification of the commi‘tee. 

Mr. JENIFER resumed his remarks for a short 
time, when 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the morn- 
ing hour having expired, the House agreed to 
pass to the orders of the day; before doing which, 
however, by permission, 

The SPEAKER !aid before the Howe the fol- 
lowing communications from the President of the 
United States; which were read, appropriately re- 
ferred, and ordered to be printed: 

Wasninoron, March 9, 1840. 


To the House of Representatives : 
I transmit to Congress, for their consideration, 
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copies and transiaticns of a correspondence be- 
tween the Secretary of State and the Spanish Le- 
gation, growing out of an application on the part 
of Spain for a reduction of tonnage cu'y o1 her 
vessels in certain cases. 

By a Royal order issued on the 29th of April, 
1832, by the King of Spain, in consequence of a 
representation made to his Government by the Mi- 
nister of the United States against the discrimi- 
nating tonnage duty then levied in the ports of 
Spain upon American vessels, said duty was re- 
daced to one real de vellon, equal to five cents per 
ton, without reference to the place from whence 
the vessel came, being the same rate as paid 
by those of all other nations, including Spain. 
By the act approved on the 13th July, 1832, a 
corresponding reduction of tonnage duty upon 
Spanish vessels in the ports of the United States 
was authorized, but confined to vessels coming 
from pcrts in Spain; in consequence of which 
said reduction has been fapplied to such Spanish 
vessels only as came directly from ports in the 
Spanish peninsula 

The application of the Spanish Government is 
for the extension of the provisions of the act to ves- 
sels coming from other places, aod I submit for the 
consideration of Cougress whether the princ ple of 
reciprocity would not justify it in regard to all ves- 
sels owned in the Peninsula and its dependencies 
of the Balearic and Canary Islands, and coming 
from all places other than from the Islands of Cuba, 
Porto Rico, and the Philippine; and the repayment 
of such duties as may have been levied upon 
Spanish vessels of that class which have entered 
our ports since the act of 1832 went into operation. 

M. VAN BUREN. 





Wasninoton, March, 1840. 

To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

I lay before you tor your consideration a commu- 
nicauon of the Secretary of War accompanied by 
a reportof the Surgeon General of the Army in 
relation to sites for marine hospitals, selected in 
confi rmity for the provisions of the act of March 3, 
1837, from which it will be seen that some action 
on the subject by Congress seems to be necessary. 


M. VAN BUREN. 





Several bills from the Senate, on the Spraxer’s 
table, were taken up, read twice, and committed. 

The bill, introduced on Icave by Mr. Bett, to 
secure the freedom of elections, was, by geneial 
consent, and on the suggestion of Mr. Betw that 
the House might not be detained from acting on 
the Treasury note bill, passed over, on the under- 
standing that it should retain i's place on the ca- 
lendar. 

The bill reported on leave by Mr. Hann to es- 
tablish a uniform ru'e of naturalization, and to re- 
peal all acts heretofore passed on this subject, was 
taken from the Speaxner’s table; and, 

On motion of Mr. HOFFMAN, committed to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia the House 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Dawson of Georgia in the 
chair,) and took up the bill No. 18, being a bill to 
provide for the issue of Treasury notes; which hav- 
ing been read, 

Mr. JONES of Virginia, said he had to ask the 
indulgence of the committee, but for a short time, 
whilst he should undertake, very briefly, to assiga 
the reasons which appeared to him to render the 
passage of the bill, now under consideration, ne- 
cessary and proper. And he would here take oc- 
casion to remark that this bill had not been intro- 
duced from any conviction on his own mind, or 
upon the mind of the Secretary of the Treasury, so 
far as he was informed, that the resourcss of the 
Government, for the present year, would not be 
sufficient to meet al! its liabilities daring the yer; 
in the event, however, that the amount of money 
to be appropriated by Congress at the present ses- 
sion, should not exceed the estimates submitted at 
it commencement. Ifthe resources of Government, 
for the year 1840, shou'd be realized, it was be- 
lieved that the receipts from customs, frcm the 
sales of the public Jands, and from the debts 
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due from the Bank of the United States, and from 
the deposite banks whch suspended specie pay- 
ments in 1837, together with the amount of money 
which remained in the Treasury undrawn at the 
commencement of the year, would be sufficient to 
meet the liabilities of the Government during the 
year. According to the best information before 
him, derived from facts furnished by the Treasury 
Department, (which he was bound to infer must 
have the most correst information upen a'l these 
subjects,) this was the conclusion to which his 
mind had arrived, But it must be obvious to every 
gentleman whose mind had been turned to the sub- 
ject, that coming in, as the receipts of the Go- 
vernment are expected to come in, they may not, 
and indeed it is now certain that they cannot, be 
received in time to meet the liabilities of the Go- 
vernment, as they are expected to arise, owing 
principally to the fact that a much larger portion 
of these liabilities will fall due in the first half of 
the year, while a much larger portion of the re- 
ceipts from which it is expected these demands are 
to be liquidated, cannot be realized until the 
last half of the year. In other words, if the 
receipts and disbusrements of the whole year 
could be spread over the year in something like 
equal proportion, then from the data before him, 
he arrived at the conclusion that the means of the 
Government would be sufficient to meet all its lia- 
bi ities. It was known to every gentleman here that 
the debt due from the Bank of the United States, 
amounting to something more than two and a half 
millions of dollars (neluding interest) did not fall 
due until the first day of Ociober; the Bank hav- 
ing, by the terms of its agreement with the Govern- 
ment, the whole of the monh of September to 
make the payment. It was also known that the 
debts due from the banks which suspended specie 
payments in 1837, in the present condition of these 
banks, seme of them now asking for further indul- 
gence, might, by possibility, not be received in 
lime. Indeed it might be that they couli not be 
relied on at all. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina here asked 
how much was due from these banks. ' 

Mr. J. replied that he would give the gentleman 
all the information he desired, 1f he would have a 
liitle patience; and he would not kecp him cut of 
his reply very long, he might be assured. The 
amount at presert was about $805,000. It was 
apparent, then, that there was something like three 
and a half millions of dollars falling due in the 
last half of the year, which the Government could 
not control for the purpose of meeting the lLiabili- 
lies which were daily presented for payment; and 
it would be apparent also that, with that amount 
now avai'able, the liabilities pressing on the Go- 
vernment could be taken up and discharged. But 
it must also be known to ali who have made them- 
selves acquainted with the subject, that there are 
very large amounts of Treasury notes, issued un- 
der former laws, now falling due—that is, $500,000, 
I think, on the 5th of March; $250,000 on the 7th, 
and $1,150,000 in the rest of March, April, and 
May; making an aggregate of rather less than 
$2,000,000, to be met on the score of Treasury 
notes now outstanding. 

I again repeat, (said Mr. J.) that this amount of 
money, if now available, would be sufficient to 
nreet all the liabilities of the Government for the 
year, without the aid proposed to be afforded by 
the bill now under consideration. 

But, in order that the committee may havea 
clear view both of the means of the Government 
for the year, and of its liabilities for the same pe- 
riod, I beg leave here to cail the atiention of gentle- 
men to the annual report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury onthe state of the finances. His state- 
ment is this: 

“For reasons hereafier to be explained, the re- 
ceipts into the Treasury, the ensuing year, cannot 
be estimated so high asin 1839. From the best 
information possessed by this Department, it is 
compu'ed that the aggregate of them, available for 
public purposes, will not exceed 18,000,000, viz. 


from 

Customs - . - - « $15,000,000 
Lands - - - - 3,503,000 
Miscellaneous = - - - 100,000 








Add to these the balance available 
and applicable to other purposes, 
which itis supposed will be in 
the Treasury on the Ist of Janua- 


ry, 1840 - ~ . 1,556,385 


The efficient means in that year 
will then amount, in the aggre- 
gate, to - - ere ey 

If Congress should make appropri- 
ations to the extent desired by 
the different Departments, the ex- 
penditures for 1840, independent 
of the redemption of Treasury 
notes, are estimated at - - 

Including all the Treasury notes to 
be redeemed, the aggregate ex- 
penditure would be about, - 

This would leave a deficit in the 
Treasury at the close of the year 
amounting to - - . 


But the Secretary goes onto say: 


“There will be due from the United 
States Bank in September next, 
on its fourth bond, about - 

The principal now due on the 
Treasurer’s deposites in other 
banks, which suspended specie 
payments in 1837,is_ - - 

Should all these c aims be collecte 
in 1840, they would prevent a de- 
ficiency, and leave an available 
balance in the Treasury of nearly 1,082 865" 
It will be seen (continued Mr.J.) that, according 

to the estimates furnished by the Secretary, giving 

us a full account of the whole means as well as of 
all the liabilities of the Government, in the event of 
the Government realizing the debts here referred le, 
there would be, at the close ef the year, and pro- 
vided the estimate were not exceeded by the appro- 
priations made by Congress, a balance of $1,082,000. 

Owing, however, to the causes to which I have al- 

ready had cccasion to advert, and to others which 

are more specifically stated byfihe Secretary of the 

Treasury in a recent report made by him, it ap- 

pears that mach the larger portion of the liabilities 

of the Government, as I have before said, are 
thrown upon the first half of the year, and that the 
larger portion of the receips are thrown upon the 
last half, thus bringing abvut that state of facts set 
for-h in a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and to which I now beg to call the atteation of the 
commitiee. It bears date the 17th day of February 
last. 

Mr. J. read sta'ement A, “(accompanying said 

report.) . 

‘** Money in the Treasury February 10, 1840, avail- 
able for general purposes, computed to be about 
$1,700,000, but at the end of the month it will 
probably be reduced to - - $1,300,000 

Not over two-thirds of this will be 
situated on the seaboard, and con- 
venient for use to pay pensions 
and redeem Treasury notes. 

Receip's in March, April, and May, 
from customs and lands, esti- 
mated at - - - - 

Receipts from banks in those months, 
indebted in 1837 as depositories, 
estimated at - - - 


20,156,335 


20,000,000 
22,750,000 


2,593,645” 


2526 576 


1,149,904 


3,600,000 


200,000 
Now and before the Ist June, com- 
puted aggregate means - - $5,100,000" 


—— 


“Expenditures for pensions required 
by the 5:h March, as estimated by 
theWar Department a $1,760,000 
of which will then be needed, 
besides what has been recently 
advanced, about - - 

Treasury notes falling due by March 
7th, not yet redeemed - © 

Treasury notes falling due by March 
13th, not yet redeemed - - 

Treasury notes fallirg due in the 
rest of March, April, and May, 
and others ‘hen redeemable . 

Ordinary expenditures in March, 
April, and May, out of appro- 


$900,000 
550,000 
250,000 


1,150,000 
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jations already made, and new 
ypes which are expected to pass, 
and are required 10 carry into ef- 
jest existing laws for ordinary 
objects, before Ist June, esti- 





mated at - - - 4 500,000 
$7,350,000 
Least balance usually proper to have 
on hand at various points, near 
gs well as remote - - 2,000,060 
gd for the Ist June, to meet what 
"ig immediately due under the 
many new appropriations passed 
near the the close of the session 500,000 
$9,850,000 
Deluct the computed means . 5,100,000 


jmount of additional means ap- 

pearing expedient now and be- 

frethe Ist June - - $4,750,000” 

From these statements (continued Mr. J.) it 
must, 1 think, be obvious to every man that, whilst 
ihe resources Of the Government may, and proba- 
bly will, be ample to meet its liabilities during the 
year; yel, thrown, as a very large portion of these 
jiabililies are, upon the first half year, while the 
means (0 meet them will not be available antil the 
last half—I say it must be obvious that, without 
some legislation to regulate these fluctuations in 
ihereceipts and disbursements, the Gevernment 
wih the most ample means for the whole year’s 
operations, may be placed in a situation in which 
it might be unable to meet promptly its numerous 
peoniary obliga.ions, and to maintain unbroken 
is faith. It will also be seen that it is not intend- 
«i, by the measure now under consideration, to 
aid one dollar to the amount of expenditures, 
bat so to use the credit of the Govern- 
ment as to provide for and obviate any seri- 
ous pecuniary embarrassment. To enable the Go- 
veroment at all times to meet promptly and faith- 
fully its obligations, is an object which I am bound 
presume every man, of all parties, has sincerely 
theart. I am sure there is no Representative of 
ie people on this floor, to whatever party he may 
telong, who would not feel deep'y mortified, as an 
American citizen, to see the Government of his 
own choice placed even for a day in a situation 
where it could not meet prompily its pecuniary lia- 
bilities. And if differences of opinion exist among 
ws upon this subject, I am persuaded it is not as to 
he propriety of affvrding relief, but as to the best 
mode in which the object can be attained. I do not 
tnle!tain a doubt but that we all look to the same 
object; we all desire to save the Government from 
wich a dilemma; and if we differ at all, as we shall, 
Irepeat that it will not be as to the propriety of 
ifording relief, but as to the mode in which it shall 
be furnished. 
Looking to the report to which I have had occa- 
von already to call the attention of the members 
ol the committee, and in which the resources of 
ue Government, and its liabilities for the year, are 
‘early stated, it would seem, I should suppose, that 
he measure now under consideration could not be 
‘ualer of surprise to any gentleman who has in- 
'esiigated the subject. A careful examination of 
that report will satisfy every man, not only of the 
kcessity of granting the relief here asked, but that 
"iS a subject to which the Secretary of the Trea- 
“ry himself has continued to look with the most 
“xous concern; and that he has again and again 
uvied, in the most pressing manner, the action of 

igress upon it. In illustration of this view, and 
“jstice 10 a faithful public officer, | beg very 
mefly to call the attention of gentlemen to several 
‘uragraphs in the annual report of the Secretary of 
Treasury, to which I have referred. Ido this, 
“tonly as an act of justice to him, but for the ad- 
ational reason that we may see clearly the grounds 
" which th’s application has been made. I do it, 
%, because I have heard it said, here and else- 
here, that this measure has been po;tponed to the 
Mest possible period; and that then, like all such 
“asures, when it was brought up, all would be 
“ity and confusion, and that there would not be 
lOconsider any thing. Py reference to the 
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report, it will be seen that the Secretary of the 
Treasury stands relieved, at all events, from this 
charge. In the very next line after the estimates I 
have read, he says: 

“Tt is not, however, considered prudent to rely 
exclusively on the cellection of these debts.” 

He then goes on-t» say: 

**One mode, then, of obviating any diflicu'ty 
from that circumstance will be to reduce the aggres 
gate of new appropriations, by postponing some 
and lessening others, so that the means probably 
available will be sufficient to meet all calls upon 
the Treasury, and leave in it an average balance of 
about two millions. 

“It is believed, for reasons enumerated hereaf- 
ter, that such a reduction is possible without essen- 
tial injury to any useful object, and that this ba- 
lance is the smallest which is edequate to secure 
promptitude and good faith in public payments so 
heavy in amount as ours, so unexpec‘ed at times 
in the demands for them, and so dispersed over a 
wide territory. If the appropriations are not thus 
reduced, it will be wi-e to provide seasonably in 
some other way fcr the amounts of the contingent 
deficiency, and of such a balance.” 

He would beg leave also to ca!l ihe attention of 
the committee to page 11, of the same report, in 
which the Secretary says: 

“‘Much has at times been wisely done by Con- 
gress to supply means for meeting unexpected defi- 
ciencies. But all legal provisions heretofore 
adopted for that purpose having expired, our finan- 
cial op2rations will be constantly exposed to dan- 
ger, unless some permanent safeguard under con- 
tingenci:s is established. 

“These circumstances must constitate an apology 
for onc? more explaining some of the grounds in 
favor of such a measure, and carnestly asking 
speedy legislation concerning it.” 

He then informs us: 

“The principal sources of our present revenue 
are sensibly aflected by fluctuations net only in 
commercial prosperity, but in the crops, the bank- 
ing policy, and credit systems of even foreign na- 
tious. ‘Vhe influence of these causes seems to be- 
come yearly more changeable and more unceriain 
in its ex’ent.” 

The Secretary goes on to say: 

“All thes*, and similar considerations in fa- 
vor of some permanent provision on this subject, 
apply with still greater force than they have here- 
tofure. The available balance in the Treasury 
to facilitate its operations is much smaller than 
has fermeriy been usual. The receipts on the de bts 
still due from banks, afier two previous disappoint- 
ments as to some of them, must he regarded 
with increased doubt; and, if they shou!d be paid 
wi hin the coming year, the outstanding Treasury 
nutes become redeemabe in the first half of it, 
and must be discharged some months before the 
bond of the United Stats Bank falls due in Sep- 
tember.” 

The Secre'ary then says" 

“Why, then, should not acon-tant safeguard, or 
some permanent remedy under such irregularities, 
be provided? The omission to do this, can hard- 
ly be considered the true check on extravagant ex- 
penditure, as that check would:eem to consist ra- 
ther in a forbearance to make unnecessary appro- 
priations than in a refusal to provide ample 
means for paying with promptitude, under all 
probable contingencies, what has already been ap- 
propriated .and has thus received the deliberate 
sanction of Congress. The national pride, no less 
than i's honor and credit, appears to be concerned 
in adopting some measure on this subject, s'abie, 
efficient, creditable to free institutions, and posses: 
ing a paramount influence to preserve unspotted 
the public faith. 

“The States now possess, separately, quite as 
deep an interest in such an arrangement as the Ge- 
neral Government, since a blow on the credit of 
the latter would, like an electric shock, be felt 
through the whole of them, and inevilably depre- 
ciate still more their immense amounts of stocks. 

“It is hoped that an actual failure to furnish 
Means to make prompt payment, under all contin- 
gencies, and thus producing the very violation of 
good faith go much to be deprecated, will not be 


necessary to awaken its guardians to the urgent 
importance of some such remedial provision; a 
measure, without which, in the shape of an invest- 
ment, or large balance on hand, or authority given 
lo postpone ceriain classes of appropriation, when 
the revenue proves insufficient for the whole, or 
some power to borrow money, or issue, on interest, 
when necessary, drafts or exchequer bills, no 
financial system, in any enlightened country, bas 
been, or can be, long administered with safety and 
honor. 

“In our system, the provision on this subject 
was very uniform and permanent, till the extin- 
gaisbment of the national debt in 1835. Previous 
to that ime, a large balance beyond the expenses 
fer ordinary purposes was generally collected, and, 
being kept on hand tll near the close of the year, 
so aS to assist in any contingency, was then, it not 
thus wanted, applied towards the payment of the 
debt. 

“After that time, the first resort, in the event of 
fluctuations, was temporary, and consisted of the 
aceidental and unexpected accumulation which im- 
mediately followed. When parts of that accumu- 
lation were expended, and the residue was divided 
among the States, instead of being invested, and 
held to meet deficiencies, the reca'l of it as fast as 
needed for the latter purpose, was still sanctioned 
by Congress, and constituted the next permanent 
remedy. But this power of recall was alterwards 
taken {r-m the Treasury Department; and, in- 
stead of it, the payment of one instalment was 
postponed, and a very limited authority given to 
issue ‘Treasury notes for aid in any contingency. 
That authority «also expired in June last, and, 
while in force, containe! requisitions immediately 
to rec ive those notes in payments when offered, 
and, at the same time, preventing the reissue of 
them, which proved wo be exceedingly inconve- 
nient and hazardous, which have already rendered 
two additional acts of Congress necessary, and 
which, ina moneyed crisis like the present, not 
only endanger all fiseal operations, but would have 
stopped some of the mcst important of them, it 
not obviated in a degree by seasonable arrange- 
ments, made in anticipation of difficulty.” 

In further illostration of this view of the subject, 
he would read but one sentence more from the re- 
pert of the Secretary. 

‘The Department, therefore, is now without any 
resort, temporary or permanent, in case of material 
deficiencies; and considering all the circums'ances 
before mentioned, with the dangerous lability in 
law to have the whole outstanding Treasury notes 
paid in atany moment for public cues, without a 
power remaining to issue others in their stead; con- 
sidering, also, the pre ent revulsions in the com- 
mercial world, which affect so seriously the re- 
ceipts from beth duties and lands; considering the 
disasters wheh are befalling the banks and ren- 
der ng our collec’ed funds in some cases wholly 
unavailable, and the advances necessary to be soon 
mace for the large payments of pensions, and 
Treasury notes failing due in March, the earliest 
attention to new legislation on this subject seems 
highly pradent, if not indispensable, for the effec- 
tual security of the public credit.” 

I have felt it my duty (continued Mr. J.) to ad- 
vert to these passages, to show that our considera- 
tion was invited to this subject at the earliest pos- 
sib'e moment, and to show that those gentlemen 
who seem to suppose that it was postponed to the 
last moment, in order that it might be passed over 
with the greatest possible haste, were mistaken; 
that their opinions were formed without investigat- 
ing carefully, as I should conceive, documents ac- 
cessible to every member of the commitiee. Now, 
I would ask if there is an individual here who does 
not see that this is a subject in which the Secretary 
has felt a most anxious and deep concern—or who 
is not prepared to admit that the necessity of this 
measure was foreseen by him, and that early legis- 
lation was invited?) There can be but one opinion 
on this point. The necessity was foreseen by all, 
and it must therefore cease to be matter of surprise 
that this bill has been introduced. 

Nor has the Secretary of the Treasury failed to 
point out the mode proper, in his judgment, for 
furnishing relief. In the communication to which 
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I have adverted, and which I will not take up the 
time of the ccmmittee by reading, it will be seen 
what his views were. He looked, in the firs: place, 
to a generai reduction of the aggregate of new ap- 
propriations; he next points to the twenty eight 
millions now on deposite with the States; and, 
thirdiy, he says there are two remaining modes— 
one to borrow money, and the other to issue (vn in- 
terest, 1f necessary,) Treasury drafts or no’es. 

The Committee of Ways und Means, after the 
most matare de':beration which they were enabled 
to bestow, have rep red, as the result of their de- 
literations, the bill now under ecn id:ration. I 
know much difference of opinion exists on the sub- 
ject; 1 know it has been so on al: previous ccca- 
sions when similar measures have been introduced. 
The friends of the measure, regarding the defi- 
ciency in the Treasury as merely temporary, pro- 
pose to anticipate for a short time the revenue 
of the Government, which cannot be received in 


time to mee: its bab luis as they may arise. Those | 


gentiemen who stand opposed to us, 1egar ting the 
deficiency not as temporary, but permanent, will, 
in all probability, propose on this occasion what 


hal been Lefore proposed in sim lar caves, to make | 


pero anent provision for it by ccntracting a loan, 
and thus, in all likelihood, incurring a permanent 
naticnal debt. 
I regard a national 


a national blessing. No, sir. 


debt as a national curse, never to be saddied upon | 
the country, except under circumstances of the | 


most overruling necessity. Then, and not till then, 
shall I ever consent to incur a permanent national 
debt. Whether the deficiency be temporary or per- 
mavent, must be judged of by the best information 
within our reach, and the best lights that are af- 
forded to us. I have looked, ia the formation of 
my own opin on, to tre Sceretary of the Treasury, 
whose position enables him to possess more correct 
informaticn than almost any other man. ‘The 
whole subject is before him, Every avenue of in- 
formation is acce:s.ble to him. I have already 
shown the opinion he entertained three months ago, 
which op nion he entertains now. 


the tariff laws, and so far as they may possibly 
be affec ed by the universal embarrassment whicn 
seems to have spread over the whole country. 

We have, then, his opinion at the commence- 
ment of the sessivn; and, with a full knowlege of 
passing events from that day to this, when he last 
alludes to the subject, he telis us his opiniens are 
unchanged. But suppose he is wiorg. Suppose 
he has over-estimated the revenue for 1840. 1 fear 
we have a leng session before us; and thus, if the 


Secretary shall prove to be mistaken, abundant op- | 


portunisies will te afforded (alter we have seen 
what may be the action of the House on various 


ether maticrs of public interest, and what may be | 


the probable amount to be received from customs) 
to make the p ovisi-n that may seem most desira 


ble. In the meantime, | am beund to come to the 
conclusion that the defic eacy is temporary and not | 


permanent. And in this view of the question, we 
are called upon to determine whether it would be 
best to issue Treasury no'es or :o go into market 
tor a loan, and incur a pubic cebt: the one mode 
will affid prompt and speedy retief, the other may 
no’—one is ceitain, the oh r not—the one is with- 


in our own grasp, the other sends us out upon a | 


hunt. 

But suppose a loan shall be resorted to; if I am 
rightin the views I have expressed, and the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury rightin hs, it follows as 
clerly as the light of day, that the mea: s of the Go- 
vernment wil! be sufficient to discharge the amount 
borrowed in a single year: why, then, borrow for 
a teim of years? forthat you must de; you cannot 
get your loan taken up unless it is to continue for 
two or three years. Why shou!d we incur ana- 
tional debt which must hang on our necks for 
years, when we want the money only for nine 
months? Gentlemen do not so act in ‘heir private 
concerns; when they want the use of a sum of 
money for nine months, ey do not borrow it for 


Ihave net been educated in that | 
school of politicians who regard a national debt as | 


He informed us | 
on the 15th of February, in the communication to | 
which | have referred, that his opinions remained | 
unchanged, except so far as the revenue may be af- | 
fected by the decisions of the courts of justice upon 
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four or five years. The lessons derived from the 
every-day business of individual fife furnish, 
generally, the best rules and prine:ples for conduei- 
ing affairs ofa public nature. And how are you 
to get the amonn'!?) Does any gent‘eman believe 
that the capitalivts will withdraw their funds out of 
the siocks, and from under morigage security, to 
iake up « Government loan for one year? It were 
idle to expect it. Batif iteould be done, tue re- 
port ofthe Secretary tells you that the Goversment 
wili need immeciate relief withina tew weeks 
from the date of that :eport; which few weeks 
have nearly expire’; and thea the d sposable 
funds of the Treasury will be below what they 
have been for a great while. Where do gen- 
tlemen expect to get this loan? In New York? 
In Boston? In Phitadelphia? Io any other of our 
great commercial Gillies, Where every nerve is 
strained to sustain the banks which pay specie, and, 
I presume, to enable those banks which do not, 
shortiy 1o resume; where the community ‘s pressed 
down by a heavy foreign debt, and the banks have 
turned and turned the screw as long as the people 
can bear it?) Itseems to me it willscarcely be pos- 
sible. And if you failin our own country, then 
you must despatch a messenger to England, Holland, 
or some other of the European countries. Do gen- 
ilemen reflect how long this will take? You have, 
remember, no great s'eamship to command; it will 
require at least two months to negotiate the loan 
and to return. And what isto bee:me of the Go- 
vernment in the mean while? It will be unabie to 
pay the army, or the navy, or the brave men who 
are now fighting your battles; nor will it be able to 
pay a dollar towards the ordinary current expenses 
of the Departments. And, when we shall have 
done this, and thus succeeded in humbling and 
disgracing the Government of our own choice, 
what shall we have accomplished? What shall 
we have gaine!? The comfoit of knowing that we 
have es'ab'ished a permanent national debt. 

Bat we want five mijlicns of doljlars; and we 
want it in spece orin convertible paper. Where 
are wetogetit? From the banks?) Why, they 
cannot redeem their own notes. But, allowing 
we may get it from the banks, what shall we next 
hear? “Is a Government that has heen for years 
waging war against the banks, (for that is the 
charee,) which is utterly hostile to al! banking in- 
stitutions, to be indulged by these very institutions 
with a loan of five millions of dollars?” Why, 
sir, it is alleged that, if yon collect five millions of 
your revenue ina whole year from banks, in gold 
and silver, to enable the Government to hold its 
own funds safely for disbursement, you are “ware 
ring against the banks.”?> With how much more 
plausitility will they speak, shovli the Govern- 
ment draw from the banks five millions of their 
specie? I should expect to hear the charge rung 
on every change from one extremity cf the Union 
to the other. 

But adopt this bill, and it relieves the banks—— 
it furnishes the very thing which is needed as asub- 
stitute for specie. These notes will soon find their 
way to our Atlantic cities, and get in‘o the custom- 
houses; they will find the.r way, teo, to the Far 
West, and go into the land offices in payment for 
the pub ic lands; and, so far from operating as an 
injury to the banks, the effect will be to sustain 
and relieve them. 

Acain: Adopt this measure, and the Government 
retains the subject its own power. If you re- 
sort toa loan, the Government has then to ge to 
the capitalists of the lan‘; if not, to the shavers 
of the land; and every bedy knows how the Go- 
vernment fares in sucha case. The money ho'der 
lays down his conditions, and the Government 
must come up to them or go without i'sloan. But, 
if you issue Government bonds, in the shape of 
Treasury notes of $100 each, you, Mr. Chairman, 
will have no objection to take them in part of your 
per diem pay,nor should I; and it will be just so 
with all the people; they will gladly receive them, 
without imposing upon you conditions. But in 
the other case, you are left at the mere mercy of 
money dealers. 

In every view of the case, I have a decided pre- 
ference for Treasury notes over a loan, both vpon 
the score of economy and convenience, Pass this 








“at great length io the remarks of the cha; 









bill, and the relief will be immediate and effectual 
reject it, and the consequences will te su we 
will deplore. 
in the remarks which I have had the honor 
submit, I have enleavored to present the sub ect “ 
a financial pint of view aloue, apart fi ae ™ 
exciting political topics, the bare mention o a : 
seldom fails to produce agitating and - ee a 
discussions in this House. I have dceeme | i “ 
per to pursue this course for the reason that ane 
cus-ion of subjects not directly connected with “es 
pending proposition, are not iikely to aid us in = 
deliberations; and for the additional Treason that | 
do not desire, by any act of mine, unnece sarily 19 
delay the d.cision of a question upon Which the in 
terests, the honor, and ine integri'y of the : 
ment require prompt and speedy action, 
Mr. CUSHING obtained the flocr, and re 
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Govern. 


pled 


: rMan 
(Mr. Jones] He was 1ot disposed to Withho'd 


trom the Government the means proper and nece:. 
Sary to carry on its operations, but he would hold 
the Administration responsible tor the disbursement 
of such means as were placed ati's disposal for 
that purpise; yet whilst he did not wish to throw 
any imped:meats in the way of the successfy! Ope: 
rauons of Government, thc ugh it was in the hands 
ot the present party, he expressed a wish that efier 
the 4th of March next the Government would be 
in the possession of different admini.trators, and 
congratulaied himself that he saw in the future that 
a brighter Aurora was about to dawn upon this 
country. He said it had been iutimated in the 
public papers that the Opposition wished to avoid 
action on the bill befure the Houss. He denied 
that such was the fact. It was true that he had, 
as did the party with which he acted, yoied 
agairst the suspension of the rules for the pur- 
pose of considering tue bill out of i's order; be- 
cause they believed action upon it would have 
been faci i'ated by pursuing the regular course of 
business, and by taking it up in proper order for 
consideration, He examined the annual message 
of the President of the United Siates, and report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, touching the condi- 
tion of the finances, and commented at length 
thereon, for the purpose of showing that the con- 
lingencies had not arrived, which it was alleged in 
these documents might arrive, to render it neces 
séry to resort to loans to meet the demands upon 
the Treasury. (There was nothing in those docu- 
ments whieh contemplated the issue of Treasury 
notes, as a mode to raise funds to rep'en'sh the 
Treasury, in case the anticipated resources of the 
year should not be realized, or be adequate to the 
wants of the Government. He inferred that an 
issue of Treasury notes was not then contemplated. 


The President, in his message, had said that if 
Congress did not exceed the estimate, there would 
be no necessity for increased taxes or a resort to 
loans. Fer one, he desired that the apprepria- 
tions should be kept within the estimates, and that 
ho pretext, on that ground, should be afforded for 
cansing aloan. So far as this ses-ion has trans- 
pired, the appropriation did not exceed the esti- 
mates; from that he argued that the cause fir the 
issue existed elsewhere. Mr. C, then went inio a 
constitutional argument to show the impropriety 
of the issue of Treasury notes. He inferred, trom 
the fact thata proposition to give the power to the 
Goveroment to issue bills of credit was voted down 
in the convention for the formation of the Cons't- 
tution, as will te seen by the debate recently pub- 
lished, that the issue of those notes was uncopsll- 
tutional. Hedid not deny that, in a certaia con- 
lingency, the Government might issue; that I! 
might do co, not in the form of credit paper, but in 
the form of a draft upon specie, or other means in 
its po.session at the time they are emitted. He 
then adveried to that part of the argument of the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Mcans 
against resorting to a permanent loan, and endeavor- 
ed to show that the uttering of these notes was 3 
much a loan ora national debt as if the Govern- 
ment were to borrow the money at a spec:fied rate 
of interest. He cited the opinions of Jefferson, 
Hamilton, Crawford, and Benton, against a resort 
to Treasury notes for the purpose of raising D™ 
ney; they considered it very dangerous, a0 
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—— 
fable only in cases of extreme emergency, and || 
other modes failed. The genileman from |, 
we (Mr. Joxes,}] io speasing of the two 
ae said if they resorted to a joan, the Govern. 
vould have to go to the shavers of the land, 
body knew how the Goveinment 
The issue of Treasury 


nes 
‘d that every 
ou'd fare in such acas?. 
.es, he contended, would be placing the creditors | 
; the Government as much at the mercy of the | 
"gusts and shavers. It, in fact, relieved the | 
cermment from the responsibility of beiag 
ci and shilted it »pon the helpless creditors, 
vs were ihe least abie \o bear it. If the Govern- 
‘eat resorted to a direct loan, it would bring that 
yeh specie into the country, and tend towards its 
iief; put if it resorted 'o the issue of notes, bear- | 
gsix per cent. interest, it would suck up the 
pital which is now used to relieve the mercanti‘e 
sopmunity. ‘ : 
j; would farther oppress the community, which 
4s now experiencing such extreme suffering. The | 
wnks, instead of loaning to the merchants, and | 
pcounting (he business paper of the commauni'y, 
ould invest their means in these notcs. He in- 
| 











e{ thatit Was very inconsistent in an Adminis- 
rion Which argued against a paper representa- 
ve of value, and, i: the very face of it, to ask for | 
ve millions of paper circulation. He believed the 
nj proper and honest remedy to meet the defect || 
as toraise money by a direct loan. Mr. C. in |) 
»» cours? of his remarks, adverted to the compro- 1 
nse act, contending that Massachusetts was not a |) 
ny to it, aud that whea the proper time arcived, l\ 

would be for distarbing it, by levying an in- | 

va ei duty on certain articles to replenish the na- | 
onal Treasury, which was being exhausted by its | 
peration, and particularly luxuries, such as wines 
ndsillts from beyond the Cape of Good Hi ps. | 
Mr. C. dwelt at length on the increase in the ex- 
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nditures of the Government during the past and 
yesent Administrations; which, he said, was far 
joud the increased resources and population of 
country. Tne civil list alone had doubled, 
hile he population in the same given period had 
reased but one-fourth, or from twelve to fifteen 
ullions He examined into the causes which had 
oduced it; and also into the history of the pas- 
ge of the apprepriations, to show where the re- | 
pousibility rested for the excess of those appropri- | 





ns beyond the estimates of the Departments, 
id contended that the Opposition were not resp in- 
ble to the extent which had been charged upon it. 
ie Was wil'ing to take his share of the responsi- 
lity for somuch of the excess as had been caused 
the party with which he ac‘ed. 
ich as could be defended. 
ding, gave way to 

Mr. MARVIN, on whese motion the committee 
we, and reported prog-ess, and had leave to sit 
ain, 


On motion of Mr. M. 


They were 
Mr. C. before con- 





The House a‘j: urned. 





IN SENATE, 
Famay, March i3, 1540, 
. presented ihe petition of a number of citi- 
praying areduction ofthe rates of postage; 
rretiothe Committee on the Post Office znd 


Mt, NORVELI 

Hof Michigan, 
h Wis reife 
‘Roa Is, 


Mr. N. also presented the memorial ofa number of citizens 
ae, praying the improvement ofthe Fox and Wiscon- || 
vere the repair of the road from Fort Howard to Fort Craw- 
“andthe establishment of a port of entry at Green Bay: 
—— referred to the Commitiee on Roads and Canals, and 
Mr. N. also presented the memorial of John Martin; which 
ee the Committee on Pensions. 
ene Presented the petition of a number of citi- 
lca County, New York, praying the passage of a 


eka law; which was referredto the Committee on || 


Me Pitter mo 

2 NOGLES presented the petition of a number of citi- 

teh ancock county, Matne, praying a reduction of the 

Oe Age: Which was referred to the Committee on the 

; ar and Post Roads, 

. in MADGE submitted the following resolution : 

i ted, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
‘nstructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing 


; ners of Con . . : 
gress to receive free of 
mei then postage, the legislative 
UNDY temarks from Messrs. TALLMADGE and 
: thee resolution was adopted. 


ee AkD, from-the Committee on Claims, to which 
Petition of Etienne Lefebre, and 

; eae of Henry H. Browne, 

greed to ed from their further consideration; which 


















CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. TAPPAN, from the Joint Commirtee on the Library, to 
which was referred the joint resolution from the House for the 
Neposiiuon of certain documents now in the Library of Congress, 
re; orted the same without amendment; and, on Mr. T’s motion, 
it was considered and passed. 

The bill forthe discontinuance of the office of Surveyor Ge- 
neral in the several districts so soon as the surveys therein can 
be completed; for abolishing land etfices under certain circum- 
stances; and to abolish the office of Solicitor of the General Land 
Office, was taken up. 

Mc. CLAY of Alabama explained the provisiona of the bill at 
length, and advocated the passage of the first two sections, but 
was opposed to the third, for which he offered a substitute, pro- 
posing to abolish the office of Recorder, and retain that of Soli- 
citor. 

After some remarks from Messrs. KING, SMITH of Indiana, 
and GRUNDY, on motion of Mr. G@. the motion of Mr. Cray 
was «livided so as to take the question on striking out the third 
section of the bill; which was agreed to; and the further consi 
ration of the bill was postponed until Monday next. 

BANKS OF THE DISTRICT. 

The bill to regulate the issuing and circulating of bank paper 
in the District of Columbia, being taken up, 

Mr. MERRICK hoped it would not be pressed at this time, 
but thatan opportunity might be afforded to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia to examine the question, so as to ena- 
ble them to present their views to the Renate. He thought that 
in the course of a week they would be prepared to du so, and 
trusted the delay would be acceded to by the Senator who intro- 
duced the bill. 

Mr. TAPPAN said he had no intention of hurrying the p,,. 
sage of the bill before its provixions were thoroughly examin, 
when he had litde doubt the chairman of the Committee on |) 
Dictrict (Mr. Merrick] would be prepared to assist in p - 
ing it. — 

The bill was then informally passed over. 

LAWS OF NATIONS. 

The following resolutions submited by Mr. CALHOUN on 
the 4th instant, were taken up: 

Resolved, ‘ha: a ship or vessel on the high seas, in time 
of peace, engaged ina lawful voyage, is, according to the laws 
of nations, under the exclusive jurisdiction of the Srate to 
which her flag belongs, as much so as if constituting a part of 
1s own domain. 

Resolved, That if such ship or vessel should be forced, by 
stress of weather or other unavoidable cause, into the port of 
a friendly power, she world, under the same laws, lose none of 
the rights appertaining to her on the high seas, but, or the con- 
trary, she and her cargo, and persons on board, with their pro- 
perty, and all the rights belonging to their personal relations, as 
established by the laws of the State to which they belong, 
wou'd be under the protection which the laws of nations ex- 
tended tothe unfortunate under such circumstances. 

Resolved, That the brig Enterprize, whieh was forced una- 
voidably by stress of weather into Port Hamilton, Bermuda 
island, while on a lawful voyage on the high seas from one part 
of the Union to another, comes within the principles embraced 
in the foregoing resolutions; and that the seizure and detenuion 
of the negroes on board by the local authorities of the island 
was an act in violation of the laws of nations, and highly unjust 
to our citizens to whom they belong. 

Mr. CALHOUN submited his views at Jength on the reso 
lutions, (which will be published at an early day.) and after 
some remarks from Messis. GRUNDY and KING, 

On motion by Mr. KING, the resolutions were referred to the 
Cemmittee on Foreign Affairs. 

The Senate then went into ‘he consideration of Executive bu- 
siness; after which ° 

It adjourned until Monday next. 





HOUSE OF REPRE*ENTATIVES, 
Fripay, March 13h, 1540. 

On motion of Mr. CURTIS, the vote referring the joint reso- 
lution in relation to the survey of the lake coasts to the Commit- 
tee on Roads and Canals was reconsidered, and the fesolution 
was committed to the Committee on Commerce. 

Oa motion of Mr. EVERETT, the claim of Joseph Parker, 
which had been reported unfavorably upon by the Commitee 
on Revolutionary Ciaims, was recommitied to (hat committee. 

The SPEAKER announced that the question before the House 
was the resolution reported from the Committee of Eections by 
Mr. CAMPBELL, chairman, proposing to print all the documents 
and testimony in relation to the New Jersey disputed election, 
and the amendment thereto submitted by the gentleman from 
Louisiana, (Mr. GARLAND. ] 

Mr. FILLMORE (by permission of Mr. Jenrrer) rose and 
said, in substance, that since he spoke yesterday, he had disco- 
vered a mistake in copying one of the resolutions of the com- 
mitteeto which hereferred. He understood the mistake inco- 
pying, occurred in consequence of the resolution having been 
adopted in parts, anda portion of the first part was stricken 
out before the jatter was added, and this was overlooked by 
the person who copied it. The resolution should read as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That we will now take up the testimony which 
has been referred tothis committee in the New ‘Jersey case; and 
if, during the investigation of the subject, itshall be desired by 
either party to furnish additional testimony, that then the par- 
ties be allowed such reasonable time as may be determined by 
the committee,’ to take such addivional testimony, inthe man- 
ner prescribed by the laws of New Jersey relating to contested 
elections, unless the parties agree upon some other mode which 
may be sanctioned by the committee.” . 

As he was desirous of doing equal and exact justice to all, 
he deemed it due to the House, tothe committee, and to him- 
self, to make this correction; and he hoped that the Reporters 
who might notice his remarks, would make the correction. 

Mr. JENIFER of Maryland, who was entitled to the floor 
from yesterday morning, again addressed the House in support 
of the amendment until the expiration of the morning h ur, 
without concluding his speech. He attacked the course of the 
committee with much severity,and called up Mr. Rives and Mr. 
CaMPBELL, the chairman, who corrected many of his state- 
ments distorting the facts involved in the action of the commit- 
tee. 

Mr. J. was on the floor, when, the morning having expired, 

Mr. JONES, chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
called forthe orders of the day, and asked that the House 
would resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole, for the pur- 
 spyrhad resuming the consideration of the Treasury note bill. 

@ knew that many gentlemen were anxious to continue the 
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conside: ation of the subject now before the House, but he felt 
that aseneeoi duty cemanded of him an effort to press through 
the important measure he wished to take up. The wants uf 
the Government called for speedy action upon it. 

Mr MEDILL thought the course gentlemen had pursved in 
the discussion on the New Jersey case, by their atiacka on the 
committee, and by occupying several morning hours, without 
affording an opportuniy to reply, Was very unjust, and hoped 
the subject would be disposed of before preceeding to any 
other business. He irusied the House would, by universal 
consert, agree to finish this subject 

Mr. RIVES of Virginia also expressed a wish that the gen- 
Ueman from Maryland (Mr. Jexrrer}| mi: b’, by universal con: 
vent, be permitted to finish his remarks. 

Mr. JONES said the Treasury note tril was a subject of too 
much impertance to pass by, and could not consent; andas ob 
jection had becn made, he moved a suspension of the rules, to 
enable him to submit a motion to go into Commitee of the 
Whole onthe state o1 the Union, to take it up; and the question 
being taken, the motion was disagreed to. 

The SPEAKER asked leave, and before going to the or- 
ders of the day, laid before the House a communicauon 
from the President of the United States,in compliance with a 
resolution of the House of the 2d of March, 1839, enclosing com 

nunications trom the several Executive Departments, trans- 
mitting a list of officers who derive their appoimtment trom the 
President and Senate, who have been dismissed from office 
since the 3d of March, 1789; which was read, and, 

On mowuon of Mr. CAVE JOILNSON, ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. 

Also, laid betore the House a letter from the Comptroller of 
the Treasury, tranemitiing a siatement of the balances on the 
bouka of the Register of the Treasury, which have remained 
due and unsettled more than three years prior to the 20th Rep, 
tember, 1839; which was read, ordered to lie on the table, and 
he privted. 

On mouon of Mr. BIDDLE, the House then resolved itself in- 
to Committee of the Whole, (Mr. Daves in the Chatr,) and 
took up the bills on the private calendar; to many of which, 
there being no objection, they were lai aside to be reported to 
the House. 

The bil! for the retief of the assignee of Low, Taylor and Ca. 
was taken up in its order, and after 8 me remarks trom Messrs. 
ATHERTON, HABERSHAM, L. WILLIAMS, CUSHING, 
and RUSSELL, was laid aside to retain tts place on the calen- 
dar until the gentleman who reported it (Mr. Lawrence] 
should be present to explain its principles. 

The bill for the relief of the representatives of John Wilkin- 
ron wasnext taken up, and after a few remarks trom Meesrs. 
COOPER of Georgia, RUSSELL, PETRIKIN, and GOODE, 
asto the principle involved in the bill, Git being a ball to in- 
demnify an individual for the loss of a certain house in which 
munition of war had been stored by the Government, and waa 
destroyed by the English during the war,) it was laid aside to be 
reported to the House. 

The bill for the relief of Bailey and De Lord was taken up in 
its order; when 

Mr. HAND sent to the Chair an amendment, proposing to 
give the sum of —— dollars, and interest in tuil of the claim. 
This amendment being read, Mr. H. advocated matlergth. He 
said that it fully appeared by the papers, thatin :8ld4 and 1815 
the army at Plattsburgh were without pay, owing to the extreme 
embarrassments of the General Goveriment, which were so 
great, that it could not, in that vicinity, get trusted fora stack «{ 
hay without security. That the army wus without necessaries. 
That pay was promised from month to month until the troop 
were in a state of mutiny from repeated disap) ointments, In 
this crisis, the officers applied to Bailey and Delord, wealthy 
merchants of Plattsburgh, for relief. Bailey and Delord tur- 
nished supplies to the officers aud soldiers upon that applica- 
tion, in the way shown by the report, (e nearly §30,000. These 
supplies were furnished upon the request of the officers, and 
their assurance that when the troops were paid, they should be 
paidsaid advances. That after making large advances, Bailey 
and Delord became alarmed, and hesitated, upon whieh General 
Macomb urged them by no means to stop, and repeated the 
most positive assurance that they should be paid in full when 
the troops were paid off; upon which solicitation and atsurance 
they continued supplies. That a large porton of the army 
was ordered away from Plattsburgh before receiving ary pay, 
by which Bailey and Deiord received very litve. That alter. 
wards they sent to the various stations to which the troops were 
scattered, to obrain payment when the troops paid off but from 
obvious causes but litle was received, and that hardly paid the 
a‘tendant expenses. That the proof went to show a total logs of 
#18.00 or $20,000; and Bailey and Delord were made bankrupt 
thereby. 

Ife (Mr. TL.) respectfully dissented from the principle ad. 
vinced by the Commitice of Claims, that this care was anala- 
gous to thatofsutler. Sutlers were goversed by known regu- 
lations and guided themerelves according’y. Here, #8 the yx - 
pers fully showed, the advances were » ade upon the earnest 
solicitations and most Solemn assurances of the ¢ficers, fully 
warranted by the exigencies of the case, thatthey should be 
paid. Without there, no advances would have been made. 
He dwelt, as to this point, upon the facts appearing by the pa- 
pers, parts of which he read. He contended that euch was the 
distress and insubordination in the army that the officers were 
warranted in making these assurances, and ii was a case of 
sheer justice and nogratuity. The assurances of the officers, 
tosay nothing of the effect of the quasi acceptance of the orders 
by the paymasters, were binding upon the Government, and 
analagous to the cases of necessaries furnished to aship in a fo- 
reign port in distress, or to achild eloigned. The bill proposed 
to pay what could be substantiated by vouchers, and where the 
Government had not pad the soldiers. This, Le insisted, \was 
entirely nugatory, a mockery of justice, for the papers showed 
the vouchers had been destroyed by the conflagration of peti- 
tioner’s house, and, besides, probably nothing was left due ee 
the Government to the soldier. 

The claim (said Mr. 1.) originated in a deed of patriotiam, 
which, perhaps, prevented those who achieved the victery at 
Plattsburg from the disgrace of mutiny, but which, by its pecu- 
niary effects, had sent one of the claimants to the — a beg- 
gar, and left the other to wear away the remnant of a long life in 
poverty. 


Mr. DAWSON (one of the Committee of Claims) opposed 
the amendments. He thought it dangerous to aliow officers in 
the army to bind Government by such contracts. It was a 
power not tobe thus confided in that loose manner. The com» 
mittee thought the principle adopted by them ihe irge one, 
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Mr. PETRIKIN thought the time that had elapsed, a very 
suspicious Circumstance. 

Mr HAND replied briefly. Asto the agency, he trusted 
that if Government had hadthe benefit, and equity was on the 
side of the claim, no technical objection of want of power to 
bind the principal would be interposed. As to amount, the 
proof was very clear, even in a court of law, loss of vouchers 
would admit secondary evidence. With regard to time, the 
papers showed much embarrassment and contusion of aflairs, 
subsequently encountered by petitioners. But again, if the 
claim was iully made out, he could not consent to argue the 
question of the statute of limitations in sucha case Lefore an 
American Congress, 
t The question was then taken, but the amendment lost. 

The bill vor the relief of Thomas Fillebrown, came up in its 
order, when 

Mr. LEADBETTER moved to strike out the enacting clause, 
and spoke in oppagriion to the bill; and was followed by Messrs. 
DAWSON and PETRIKIN, also in opposition to it, on the 
ground that the claim was not founded in justice, that the indi. 
vidual was receiving a salary of $1200 per year as clerk under 
the Government ai the time io disbursed the money en which 
the claim is based. They thought the Government entitled to 
the whole services of the clerk, without extra compensation, 

Messrs. EVANS, RUSSELL, POPE, and MONROE fo! 
lowed insupp ort of the claim, contending that, inasmuch as 
the clerk received his calary for working certain hours, fixed by 
regulation and for doing a specific duty, that he should be paid 
for extra duties required of bin under a ditferent: branch of 
service. They contended that it was a just one, and had been 
admitted by ajury of the country, and that u would be bad 
policy to refuse to grant a claim under such circumstances. 

Mr. LEADBETTER, at the requestof Mr. RUSSELL, with- 
drew hie motion to strike out the enacting clause; and the bill 
wae laid aside, to be reported to the House 

The committee here finding itself without a quorum, on mo- 
tion of 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky, rose and reported that fact to 
the House; when 

Mr. ANDREWS moved that when the House adjourn, itad 
journ to meet on Monday next; and on the demand of 

Mr. R. GARLAND, the yeas and nays having been ordered 
on the san! mouon. Mr. ANDREWS withdrew it. 

On mouon, the House then adjourned ull to-morrow. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, March 14, 1840. 
The SPEAKER anncunced that the fi st busi- 


ness in order was the reso'ution reported from the | 


Commitiee of Elections by Mr. Campsett, to print 
all the testimony in relation to the New Jersey con- 
lest, and the am-ndment thereto offercd by the 
gentleman from Louisiana, |Mr. Garvanp,] to 
print testimony received since the report was 
made. 

Mr. JENIFER, being entitled to the floor, re- 
sumed his remarks. He said he wonld endeavor 
to expose the rank injustice done the minority of 
the committee, and that he was doubly fortified in 
the grounds whch he had taken in rela ion to the 
two reports. Mr. J. then read the resolution in- 
structiug the committee as to the manner in which 
they were directed to make their report, for the 
purpose of proving their inconsistency in regard to 
its provisions. He said it appeared, when genile- 
men came to the test in regard tothe printing of 
the report, some of the members of the committee 
were in favor of printing all the tesumony which 
would elncidate the report; but the majority of the 
committee, and the gentleman from Virginia, were 
unwilling to come before the House, that the House 
m ght judge how far the journal of the committee 
should be printed. 


Mr. J. adverted to the report of the minority of | 


the committee, and said the previous question was 
taken before gentleman had an opportunity of as- 
ceriaining whether it was cerrect or not—a_ proce- 
dure unprecedented in the annals of legis'ation; 
and if a similar course of proceeding should take 
place in the British Parliament, it would bring 
down dismay and denunciation. A spirit is abroad 
in the land, (said Mr. J.) and will be feit in the Old 
Dominion on the second Monday in April; and 
that the gentleman’s {Mr. Rives’s] friends might 
succeed there, it was important that the report of 
the miberity should besuppressed. Mr. J. spoke 
at some length in relation to the subject before 
the House; and 

Tne SPEAKER having announced that the 
morning hour had expired, 

Mr. RUSSELL called for the orders of the day. 

Mr. RIVES hoped the Hovse would, by uni- 
versal consent, permit the gentleman {rom Mary- 
land (Mr. Jenirer] to finish his remarks, to enable 
the House to order the printing of this testimeny 
immediately. 

Mr. RUSSELL objected, and called for the or- 
ders of the day. 

Mr. RIVES moved to suspend the rules for the 
purpose, and on that motion cemanded the yeas 
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and nays, which were ordered, and were, yeas 89, 


nays 75, 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. RIVES said he rose for the purpose of ask- 
ing the favor of the House that he might make a 
s'atement, in relation to what had occurred this 
morning in particular. He believed the gentleman 
from Maryland, (Mr. Jenirer] in the course of his 
remarks, did him injustice; and he had not been 
afforded an opportunity to ascertain whether it was 
intentionally done or not. It was with that view 
that he had moved a suspension of the rules, in 
order that he might, at the earliest opporiunity that 
he could, call on that gentleman for an explanation, 
He wished, as a personal favor, that he now might 
make a statement to the Honse. 

Mr. ALFORD said, as the House has refused to 
suspend the rules, I object. I object to all person- 
al matters which may be attempted to be introduced 
into this House. 

Mr. RIVES replied. Let me tell the gentleman 
from Georgia, [Mr. Atrorp,] that his refusing to 
suffer me to proceed, at this time, may produce the 
very state of things that he, I am inclined to be- 
lieve, wished to avoid. 

Mr. ALFORD persisted in his objection. 

Mr. R. said, then [ appeal respectiully to my po- 
litical friends of this House never to proceed to oth- 
er business until I have time to do myself justice. 

[Much con‘usion here prevailed in the hall. ] 

Mr. JENIFER appealed to his political friends 
to permit the gentleman from Virginia to make his 
Statement. 

Mr. STANLY called him to order. 

Mr. RIVES said: Mr. Speaker, have I no friend 
in this House that will move a suspension of the 
rules, in order that | may be heard? 

Mr. BEATTY replied. I move a suspension 
of the ru'es for that purpose; and on which 

Mr. WELLER demanded the yeas and nays, 
(tosee who it was that was unwilling to enable 
the gentleman from Virginia to have justice done 
him.) which were ordered. 

Several gentlemen appealed to Mr. ALronp to 
withdraw his objection. 

Mr. WISE sad: If the gentleman from Geor- 
gia withdraws his objection, I shall renew it. 

Mr. ALFORD raised a question of order 
whether it was competent to move a suspension 
of the rules twice for the same purpose, no action 
having taken place by the House, intervening the 
motions, 

The SPEAKER said the other motion was to 
suspend the rales for the purpose of considering 
the subject of the New Jersey question generally, 
and the motion now was to permit the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Rives] to make a s.a'ement 
in re‘ation to a particular matter, and it was there- 
fore in order. 

The question was then taken and the rules were 
suspended—yeas 132, nays 37. 

Mr. RIVES. Mr. Speaker, before I proceed to 
the consideration of any thing that has becn said 
by the gentleman from Maryland, I beg leave to 
give my thanks to the TTouse for the privilege it 
has afforded me. And, further, I have a re- 
quest to make of the Reporers who are present. 
l have also the same m quest to make of the let er- 
writers. Sir, we have witnesses in this House, 
and what a gentleman may say is written down by 
them, and if privately done, it is impossible for 
them to keep themselves erect before their consti- 
juents. Hence I have made this appeal to the re- 
porters and letter-wr.ters. I know that there are 
partisan reporiers, who oceasionally give a party 
coloring in their reports in favor of the side they 
advocate; but when any thing personal occurs, it 
is their duty as honorable men to give a fair and 
impart al statement of it. In this mstance, I con- 
fivently believe that they will do me justice. 

I was apprehensive when the gentleman from 
Maryland [Mr. Jenirer] first took the floor, 
knowing that he wasa gentleman of much im- 
peiuosity of temper, and fearing that he might, 
under his then state of feeling, do me injustice 
—so soon as he opened the subject which was 
calculated to make a breach between us, I told him 
in the most respect{ul manner what was the posi- 
tion I occupied, and what my object was, Person- 
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always like to avoid, 
ae _ s frequent for gent! 
themselves between another’s speaki 
he was likely to say. acti “~ 
idea of what the gentleman might say = my 
order to justify mysclf to the world should | 
thing unpleasant occur, I was disposed lo : ne 
the injury from being done, and therefore pores 
ed him in the course of his remarks bya brief ty 
planaton. On yesterday, I was inclined to rad 
that the gentleman did not put the sabject sak 
situation rendering it necessary for me to wae 
any thing he said; but I have since understood tha 
he has madea remark, which, if | am a at 
taken, may render it necessary for me to bring an 
the notice of this House. This I shall do jn the a 
clusion of my remarks. _ 
_Mr. Speaker: through life it has ever } 
disposition to produce harmony among t 
whom I may have occasion to act, either in privat 
+ Q 
erin public life. It has been my dispositioa to 
throw, whenever I could, oil on the tempestuous 
waves. Ithas always been my wish, instead of 
producing dissensions, to heal them, Instead of ep. 
deavoring to produce angry Collisions—instead of 
irying to get one man arrayed against another, — 
it has always been my disposition to interpose and 
efiect a reconciliation. Bat, sir, whilst I have done 
this—whilst I have on all occasions tried to avoid 
personal d:fficulties—and whilst I have never se 
myself up as possessing any extraordinary degree of 
bravery—whilstI have always been disposed to hare 
things done quiet'y and peaceably—whilst I may 
have shuddered at times at the peril to which 
I might be exposed, and felt probably that f did 
not possess personal courage, yet I have something 
else far more va'uable. I have pride, sir, ani 
that alone might cause me to do what my reason 
might disapprove. Sir, much as love this world: 
much asI am attached to friends and family; yes, 
Mr. Speaker, however, strong may be the ties 
that bind me to those I Jove, I prize honor infi- 
finitely above life. Sir, this thing, if suffered to go 
on in the way ithas been going on this mornin, 
might produce the very state of things I might 
be inclined to deprecate. Hence it was that I was 
anxious to take the floor, with a view of ascertain- 
ing from the gentleman from Maryland, wheiker 
it was really his intention to inflict on me 
a personal injury. It has ever been my cus- 
tom, if I think an injury was intended me, 
to take it at the first hop. Things can be betier 
setiled that way, than if le‘t to the in'erposition 
of friends. I shall proceed on the belief that the 
gentiemat from Maryland, if convinced that he 
has done me injury, will, as an honorable man, re- 
pair that injury. Hence I am disposed to be pru- 
dent, and whilst addressing the gentleman, request 
him to be'ieve that I mean nothing in intimidation 
in what lam saying. My purpose is to have mj- 
self righte¢—not to intimidate another. | know 
the gentleman too well to believe that he could be 
induced, under a threat or a menace, to repair én 
injury, which, on reflection, he might be convinced 
he has dove me. I know him too well to believe 
that. I do not address him, then, with this view. 
The gentleman from Maryland has uniertaken to 
say that certain members of this commi tee had 
been assailed by certain other members of the com 
mittee, when they would not assail certain other 
members. What is the inference? That the get- 
ileman from New York [Mr. Fittmore] and the 
gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. Sirn| were te- 
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lieved to be men who would not resent af 
injury dene them. That was the oo 
ence to which the gentleman came, '© 


cause he says the gentleman from Virgina (Mr. 
Borts,] and the gentleman from Alabama, [MF 
Craze] who would probably defend themselves, 
had not been assailed; and that those who assaie! 
the gentlemen from New York and Connectitv!, 
were afraid to assail the gentlemen from Virginia 
and Alabama. That was the inference. 
so far as regards myself, 1 have not assailed 
one. Hence it was that the gentleman from Ma 


ryland throws himself in, not as a volunteer (0 tte 


matter, as he says, but so it is, he comes out in ae 
fence of the gentleman from 


gentleman from Connecticut, Now, sit, ind 
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ending these gentlemen, he has said many things 
n this subject that are entirely unfounded in 
e ] used this word, notin an offensive sense, 
nee I have not asserte! icin that sense, but be- 
se ihe gepileman has stated many things that 
pot sustained by the record. He however has 
pot done this intentionally, I hope and believe, but 
pecause he is engaged in the consideration ofa 
subject with which he is notacquaint-d. He, un- 
jet a fancied necessity (o protect men who cannot 
rotect themselves, has volunteered to engage in 
be consideration of a subject when he knows 
hing of it. Now, Mr. Speaker, 1 will state to 

no His : ‘ 
ie gentieman from Maryland, one thing said by 
B® phim that was offensive to me, and wish him to d- 
BD -rmine whether I am mistaken in what he did say 
orpot. In speaking about my course in relation 
ihe Governor of New Jersey, and what! said 
| chim, all ef which I said I could prove at a pro- 
per time, the gentieman from Maryland said: 
BB Suppose the Governor of the old Commonwealth 
Be Virginia were to return to this House one per- 
«on as elected, and another person, meaning my- 
wif, were to come here ugder the return of the 
f sheriff, would the gentleman from Virginia take his 
sat under that return? The gentleman asked, 
wouldlcome here upon the returns of the sheriff, 
whose duty it is, under the laws of my State, to 
conduct the elections, when another person came 
pere with the returus of the Governor, whose duty 

iis to make the returns. 

Mr. JENIFER said a few words in reply, in too 
jyw a tone to be heard by the Reporter. 

Mr. RIVES. Then, sir, I am mistaken entirely. 

understood the gentleman to ask meif I would 
ceme here upon the return of the sheriff, when 
ihe Governor, whose duty it was to make the re- 
wins, gave his certificate to another person. I then 
” BB vavea nod of assent, upon which it was stated to me 
’ BH thatthe gentleman then said that he believed the gen- 
ileman from Virginia would do any thing. Now, 
whether he did say this or not, I cannot undertake 
say, and itis therefore that I wish him to ex- 
plain whathe did say. I did say that if the sherif 
of the district in which I live, whose duty it is by 
law toconduct the elections, and to give his certi- 
feate to the person who receives a majority of the 
voles, furnished me with the evidence thatI was 
eecied, that I should come on and take my seat 
upon that evidence. 
Z Then suppose the Governor of Virginia had done 
n Aha the Governor of New Jersey has done—sup- 
he pose he had returned my competitor instead of me; 
he Mg Daving the majority of votes and the return of the 
. geil, would have come here and claimed my 
y- pe But see what this Governor of Virginia has 
st Meme. Although the law of the Commonwealth 
on Mag auites bim to return all those who shall be elected 
ya Representatives for the State, he has not re- 
ow Mamed but one of the delegation from that Siate. 
I, then, I had waited for this broad seal—this 
commission of the Governor of Virginia—Il would 
tave come here without any title to my seat at all. 
I bought with me ample evidence of my election, 
aud those gentlemen whose nghts to sea's I have 
en advocating, also brought evidence of their 
ight to occupy them. Mr. Speaker, it has been 
‘ud (hat we made a report in favor of those indi- 
Viuals, without having read the evidence on 
Ybich it was founded. The gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Fittmore] supposed a case 
tue, and asked the House what it would think 
a report of a committee, if it should be adopted 
hen the members of the commi'tee had not read 
ne evidence in relation tothe mattei? An attempt 
now made to impress the public mind with the 
lief that the evidence had not been read. The 
‘nal, which is here, proves incontestably the 
kehood of that charge. The journal is here, and 
fore take my seat, I shal! insist on its being 
1. The House will see that it was not oniy 
ad once, but twice; and that it was argued by the 
thes interested. Not only once, but twice has it 
n Tead; though it has been recently asserted 
at it had not been read at all. 

'. Speaker, I feel very unwilling, after the 
ouse has been so kind to me, to undertake a 
“ch at length at this particular time. I would 
tery Speaking hereafter, I would like to see 
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how many of the gentlemen, who have occupied a 
certain ground heretofore, will abandon it before 
the subject closes. : 

However anxious I am to discuss it now, I must 
defer my remarks for another time, though I am 
unwilling to keep the people cf Virginia in the 
dark, by a suppression of the facis, as has been ay- 
serted by the gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Jr- 
NIFER] Iam anxious for the discussion to go on, 
in order that the peopie of Virginia, and the whole 
people of the United States, may know the true 
meri's of the question. I want now to call promi- 
neptly the attention of the people to this fact—that 
when the Committee of Elections determined that 
the consideration of the New Jersey question should 
be postponed until the 24 Monday of April, I then 
moved, in committee, that the chairman should ask 
leave of the House to have all the papers connect- 
ed with the New Jersey case printed. The gertle- 
men of the Opposition voted against it,and it failed. 
I then gave notice that, inasmuch as we could 
not get that motion made by the chairman of 
the committee, I would, next morning, if 
I could get the floor, move for the instruc- 
tions of the House to this effect. I not only did 
this, but I told the commitiee that | would make the 
same motion from day to day until it succeeded. 
L then made the proposition here, not to print cer- 
tain papers, but aLt the papers. I made that pro- 
Position not only in the commitiee, but in the 
Hovse. 

Here Mr. GENTRY of Tennessee, and Mr. 
SMITH of Connecticut, called Mr. R. to order. 

Mr. R. said the House had given him permission 
to go on, and he hoped he might do so without in- 
terraption. 

Mr. GENTRY said the House had given the 
gentleman permissien to make an explanation per- 
sonal to himself, and he was now entering into the 
merits of the question. 

Mr. R. resumed. That is the very point I am 
coming at now. Iam charged with suppressing in- 
formation, and being guilty of acts I am aftaid 
to avow; and I want to show that ail such charges 
are unfounded. 

Mr. GENTRY said the House gave the gent'e- 
man permission to defend himself as a man of ho- 
nor; but he was now defending himself as a 
politician and a public man. 

Mr. RIVES. I have stated that I made two 
propositions to print not only certain papers, but 
the whole of them. And, on Friday last, I made 
the proposition not to print certain papers, but all 
the papers connected wih the New Jersey case. I 
moved the postponement of the consideration of 
the report of the majority of the committee until 
the following Tuesday; then making it the special 
order of the day until the subject was finally dis- 
posed of, and, in the mean time, have all the evi- 
dence printed. Sir, the chairman of the 
committee [Mr. Camrsett] has, on two oc- 
casions, moved to have all the papers printed; 
and the gentlemen in the Opposition, more inclined 
to suppress the facts than [ am, voted against a 
suspension of the rules for that purpose. Yes, sir, 
on six occasions I moved to print those papers; and 
vet I am charged by the gentleman from Maryland 
{[Mr. Jenirer] with a disposition to suppress the 
facts until the elections in Virginia are over. You, 
sir, know that the Legislature of onr State pro- 
ceeded in this matter, on receiving the re- 
solutions of the Governor of New Jersey 
in relation to it. You know also _ our party 
moved to send to the Governor of New Jersey for the 
evidence on which he made these charges, and that 
the Whig party in the Legislature would not con- 
sent to adupt the motion. I am delighted, in speak- 
ing of this good old State, to say that the Whig 
party there, ashamed of the ground that they had 
taken, had abandoned it. They knew that if they 
undertook to give such opinions without having all 
the evidence, that they would not be sustained by 
the people. 

Here Mr BOTTS and several gentlemen called 
Mr. R. to order, and the noise was such that the 
Reporters cou'd not hear his remarks. 

And the SPEAKER said that the rules had been 
suspended to enable the gentleman from Virginia 
to make an explanation, and he could go on. 
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Mr. WISE wished to say that if his colleague 
was permiited to proceed, and talk ef his (Mr. W's) 
friends, who were absent in Richmond, that he 
wished to have an opportunity of replying to him. 

Mr. GENTRY called Mr. Rives to order, and 
asked that the gentleman from Virginia might take 
his seat till the point of order was decided. 

The CHAIR called upon the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. Gentry} to reduce his point of or- 
der to writing. 

Mr. GENTRY said, that at the request of seve- 
ral triends around him, he would withdraw it. 

Mr. BOTTS renewed it. 1 moved to suspend 
the rules, to enable the gentleman to makea per- 
sonal explanation, when he asked if he had a friend 
here that would move it. I insist upen it that he 
be confined to the explanatien personal between 
himselfand the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. 





| JENIFER.] 


Mr. WELLER observed thatftherejwere several 
gentlemen besides the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Borrs,] who moved the suspension of the 
rules to enable the gentleman’s colleague to make 
his explanation. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Bearry] moved the suspension of 
the rales. 

Mr. BYNUM hoped the geatleman would write 
oui his point of order. 

Mr. BOTTS then, at the request of the Cuair, 
wrote out his point of order, in substance as ful- 
lows: The rules having been suspended for the 
purpese of allowing the gentleman from Virginia 
to make an explanation personal to himself, and 
after the House had refused tosuspend the rules for 
the purpose of discussing the general merits of the 
New Jersey election, he submited whether he 
was in order to discuss the general merits of the 
New Jersey election, aud the proceedings of the 
Governor and Legislature of Virginia on this 
subject. 

The CHAIR was of op/nion that the gentleman 
Was not in order in so doing. 

Mr. RIVES proceeded, and made a few remarks, 
and from the number of calls to order, and the con- 
fusion, it was impossible for the Reporter to hear. 

Order having been restored, 

Mr. RIVES continued: Now, with all proper 
respect, | ask the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. 
Jenirer} whether he said what I understood he did 
say, “that I would do any thing.” 

It was staled to me that, when he was speak- 
ing some days ago, he inquired if I would 
come on here and c'aim my séat under the return 
of a sheriff, while my compettor came on wich the 
re'ura of the Governor. I nodded assent. I have 
since understcod that he said I would do any thing. 
T hope he will see the impropriety of such an ex- 
pression, and T now ask bim if he used it. 

Mr. JENIFER raid a few words in reply, which 
were not heard. He was understcod, however, to 
say that he wished the gentleman to bring out all 
Lis indictments at once. If this, however, was all, 
he would with pleasure reply to it. 

Mr. RIVES said. ‘There were many remarks 
made by the gent!eman, that I thought the facts of 
the case would not justify. 1 was, however, dis- 
posed to let other matters pass over, because they 
were leveiled generally at the party with which 
I act; but this particular question, it seemed, was 
levelled at me personally. 

Mr. JENIFER said he was happy in having an 
opportunity to make an explanation to the gentle- 
man. He was gratified, alse, for another reason; 
because, since he had commenced his remarks 
this morning, he had seen a charge made againast 
him, whether official or not he would not pretend 
to say: that,on a motion to priot, Mr. Jenirer 
obtained the floor, and had occupied it every morn- 
ing since, without giving the Republican members 
an opportunity toreply to it. In reply to this, he 
had never refused to yield the floor to any gentle- 
man to make an explanation. Now, in regard to 
the gentleman from Virginia, he would answer 
him; and, in doing so, he would do it 
frankly, for the gentleman had disclaimed 
any intention of menace. The case he 
suppored a few days ago, was this: that if 
the Governor of Virginia were to give his 
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certific:t* to the person having a majority of “the 
votes that he was elected, and the sheriff were to 
give his cer ificate to the gentleman, he having a 
minority of the votes; and in that he inquired of 
bim if he would come here and claim his seat. He 
wished it to be distinctly understood that if the gen- 
tleman believed the giving of acertificate to a man 
wh» had a minority of the votes wes evidence of 
fraud, that the gentleman himself his answered 
the question. If the gentleman would satisfy him 
that he would not a*t in that way, as he understood 
him to say that he would by his nod of assent, 
when he stated the case he had just cited, it would 
give him pleasure to disclaim the offensive allusion 
to him. 

Mr. RIVES. I theuzht the gentleman was sup- 
posing my own case. I received a majority of se- 
veral hundred vo'es over my competitor. Now, in 
Virgin:a, itis the duty of, the sheriff to conduct the 
elections, and to give to th» person having a maj - 
rity of the votes acertficate that he is elected, a- 
the same time sending a duplica'e of the same cert 
tificate to the Governor. The law then makes itthe 
duty of the Govern r to give his returns to the per- 
fon who has thus received the cert ficate of the she- 
rif. Tix being the state of th» facts, | supposed 
that the geatleman was s'ating my own case, and 
believing that he inqnired of me wheiber [, having 
rece.ved am j rty of the votes, would come here 
and claim my seat upon the retorn of the sheriff, 
wien my compe'itor, who rece. ved a minority of 
the votes,cam? here and clatmed it upon the re- 
turnef the Governor. Believing this to be the 
cise supposed by the gentleman, [ nodded assent 
that I would. 

Mr. JENIFER said that he had wholly m‘sap- 
prehended the gentleman from Virginia, and that 
that gent'emin had aso misapprehended him. 
When he urged the expression the gentleman com- 
plained of, he understood him as saying that he 
would come oa and claim his seatoa the ceruficate 
of the sheriff, although he had a minority of the 
votes. As he now understood the gentleman's 
meaning, it gave him pleasure to disclaim any 
application of the expressions to him. 

Mr. WISE hoped the House vould now drop 
this maiter. There was evidently nothing between 
the two gentlemen requiring further explanation. 
It was plain that they misunderstovd each other. 
It was point no point, and there was nothing fu: ther 
between them. He hoped the Hlouse would pro- 
cee | to the orders of the day. 

The discussion having here ended, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Navy Department, enclosing 
printed copies of the Navy Register. 

Also, the following communication from the Pre- 
sident of the United States: 

Tv the House of Kepresentatives of the United States: 

J transmit tothe Hou-e of Representatives, in 
answer to aresolution of that body, dated on the Och 
instant, the enclosed repcrit of the Sveretary of 
Sate. M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasiuincron, D.C. March 12. 1840. 


To the President of the United States: 
DerartTMenT (F Srate, 
Wasuineton, March 12, 1840. 

The Secretary ct State, io whom hes been reier- 
red a resoluvoa cf the Louse of Representatives, 
dated the 9h instant, requestng the President to 
communicate to that boly ‘‘whether anv, and, i’ 
any, what measures have been taken, since 
the rejection of the recommendation of the 
King of Holland, of a new line of boundary 
between the United Sates and che province of 
New Brunswick, to obtain information ia respect 
tothe io, ogrephy of the teriitory in dispute, by a 
survey or exploration of the saime on the part of 
the Un'ted States alone; and a!so whether any mea- 
sures have been adopted whereby the accuracy of 
the survey lately n.ade uncer the authority of the 
British Government, when commun’caicd, way be 
tested or cxamined,” bas the honor to repert to the 
President that no steps bare been thou. ht Lecessc- 
ry by this Government since the date above refer- 
red to, to obtain topographical information regard- 
ing the disputed territory, ether by exploration or 
survey, on its part alone; nor has it thought proyer 
to adopt any measures to test the accuracy of the 
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incapable of any iegular, usiform, or safe execu- 
tien. He should confine himself to these two ob- 
jections; and proceed to examine them in the order 
in which ihey were mentioned. 

At pege 208 of the Senate journal, session of 
1832-33, ig seen this motion: “Moved by Mr. 
Benton to add to the bill a secrion in the following 
worls: ‘That all drawbacks allowed on the exportation 
of articles manufactured in the United States from ma- 
terials imported from foreign countries, and subject to 
duty, shall be reduced in proportion to the reduction of 
duties provided for in this act.’** The particular 
application ef this clause, as explained and en- 
forced at the time, was to sugir and molasses, and 
the refined sugar, and the ram manvfactured from 


“The following was the vote: 

Yeas—Mesers. Benton, Buckner, Calhoun, Dallas, Dicker- 
eon, Dudley, Forsyth, Johnston, Kane, King, Rives, Robinson, 
- mour, Tomlinson, Webster, White, Wilkins, and Wrighi— 

Nays— Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Clay, Claytosa, Fwing 
Foot, Grundy, Hendricks, Holmes, Knight, Mangum, Miller, 
Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, Prentiss, Rot bias, Silebge, Smith, 
Sprague, Tipton, Troup, Tyler—24 ’ 






the drawbacks on exporied rum ani refine! suga 
and which had been printed by the order ef th 
Senate, had supplied the information whch co 
s'i uted the body of facts which must carry coavie 
tion to the m‘nd of every hearer. 

Mr. B. said he would take vp the sugar dul 
first, and show what had been the operation of 10 
act of 1833, in re'ation to the revenue from (ha 
article, ard the drawbacks founded up. ni. 
document No. 275, Jaid upon our ta®les 0a Frida 
last, we find four tables in rel stion to this pol 
ard a letter from the Regist r of the Tre:sury, Mt 
T. L. Smith, describing their con‘cats. Th 
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latter sa} s: 
é . U 
Treasury DEPARTMENT | seat, 
Register’s Ottice. March ju, io “per, IS § 
Fir: I herewith transmit statements Nos 1, 2,3, aod £P9Ment inp, 
pared in obedience to a resoluti n of the Senate vo! the Cig liver will 
States of the 30:h of December, 1839. af 
Sta‘ement No. 1. exhibits the operation of the sci &. B 
2\st of January, 1829, in relation to drawback on refine! " ffer ; the 
andestimated with its bearing onthe revenue annualls, { Mir sha 
= to 1813; assuming as data the drawback payave D the = 
B:a'ement No. 2 exhihite what the operation woul! b# awback 


been provided the act of the 2d March, 1833, had made r 
vision for a reduction of the drawback im proportion to" " 








a a 


nia! reduction of duty; assuming the same data as in the pre- 
tement. . 

an No.3 exhibits the product of the duties which 

ef ryed on brown sugar manufactured into refined; the drew- 

{ — payable on the refined exported, annually; and the rate 


to rable he 
ich the drawback payable has been upon the 
th Se 139 to 1839, and outionnvel for the annual result to 
ry a based upon the calculations of the year 1339, 
| “giatement No. 4 exhibits the drawback paid annually from 
“a to 1839, estimated upon the basis of the year 153¥, and is 
SME Srtended to 1943, showing what would have been the biennial 
nd MMM seduction, what the amount of drawback payable, and in cents 
and hundredths the rate per pound, had the act of the 2d March, 
ai 1833, provided for such reduction. 7 
ur In conformity with the aforesaid resolution, I furnish tables 
1 ME | B,C, and D, in relation to spirits distilled frgym molasses, 
ei prepared upon similar principles as those relating te 1efined 
of a year 1839 has_ been taken as the basis of calculation for 
ey: ME ihe succeeding years to 1¢43,showirg the operation of the re- 
1, duction of duty ‘and drawback payable. Statement E ts a 
ee recapitulauon and comparison of the preceding statements. 
yar Tam, sir, most respectfully, 
Tes Your obedientservant, 
: T. L. SMITH. 
ar Hou. Lavi. Woopsvury, 
to Secretary of the ‘Treasury. 
the These tables are all valuable. The whole of 
EXT the information which they contain is useful, and 
a'- 


is applicable to the business of legislation, and go 
CLM to enlighten us on the subject under consideration; 


aE boc itis not in my power, continued Mr. B. to 
4S quote them in deiail. Results and promivent 
2M facts only can be selected; and, proceeding on this 
‘eH plan, | here show to the Senave, from table No. 1, 
Ito that aseatly as the year 1837—being only four 
UOTE vears afier the compromise act—the drawback 
) an pail on the exportation of tefined sugar actual'y 
(CRM exceeded the amount of revenue derived from im- 
ALY ported sugar, by the sam of $861 71. As the du- 
hen ties continued to diminish, and the drawback re- 
POO" mained the same, this excess was increased in 1838 
TAN $12,690; and in 1839 it was increased to 
Cun 49,154 37. Thus far the resnl's are mathema‘i- 
2M cal; they are copied from the Treasury books; they 
beet show the ac'ual operation of the compromise act 
a on this arlul2 down to the end cf the last 






















year. The table then goes on to show the 
prospeciive operation of the act fur the remainder 
of the time which it bas to run, and which will in- 
clade the great reductions of duty which are to 
take place in 1841 and 1842; and here the results 
become still more striking. Assuming the impor- 
tation of each succeeding year to be the same that 
it was in 1839, and the excess of the drawback over 
the duties will be, for 1840, $37,343 38; for 1841, 
ihe same; for 1842, $114,693 94; and for 1843, the 
sum of $140, 477 45. These will te the bounties 
payable out of the Treasury in the present, and in 
ihe three succeeding years, provided the importa- 
tion of sugars shall be the same that it was in 1839; 
bot will it be the same? To this question; both 
reason and experience answer in the negative. 
They beth reply that the importation will increase 
in proportion to the increased profit whic’ the in- 
creasing difference between the duty and the draw- 
tack will efford; and this reply is proved by the two 
fiistcolumns in the table urder consideration These 
columns show that, under the encouragement to 
Importation already afforded by the compromise 
ai, (be import of sugar increased in six years from 
1,558,971 pounds, costing $72,336, to 11,308,561 
pounds, cesting $554,119. Here was an enormous 
lerease under a small inducement compared to 
hat which 1s ta follow;so that we have reason to 
conclude that the importations of the present and 
tisving years, unless checked by the passage of the 
bill which { propose to bring in, will not only in- 
tase in the ratio of the pas! years, bat far b>yond 
NS and will in reality be limited only by the capaci- 
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bf y of the world to supply the demand: so great 
‘it, Wage be ‘he inducement (o import raw or clayed su- 
Frida’ 201 export refined. The effect upon cur Trea- 
s poit must be great. S:veral hundred thousand 
sry, Ma . als per annum must be taken from it for no- 

The 28s the Whole exacted from the Secretary of the 
eeaury in hard money; his reports having shown 
al that, whi'e paper money, and even depreciated 
iv, (Si BPC’, Is systematically pressed upon the Govern- 
- fein payment of duties, nothing but gold and 


8. But it is not the Treasury only that would 
fer: the consumers of sugar would come in for 
ir Share of the burthen: the drawback will keep 
P the price; and the bome consumer must pay the 
awback as well as the Government: olherwise the 


we? will be received back in payment of draw-. 
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refiued sugar wil! seek a foreign market. The con- 
sumers of brown sugar will suffer in the same 
manner; for the manufacturers will monopolize 1, 
and refiae it, and have their five cents draw back 
either at home or abroad. Avid to all this, it will be 
well if enterprising dea‘ers shall not impose domes- 
tic sugars upon the manufacturers, and thus con- 
vert the home crop in‘o an article entitled to draw- 
back. 

Such are the mischiefs of the act of 1833 in re- 
lation to this article; they are great already, and 
still greater are yet tocome. As early as 1837, 
the whole amount of the sugar revenue, and 
$861,71 besides, was delivered over to some twenty 
odd manufacturcrs of refined sugars! At this day, 
the whole amount of that reveaue cours to the-e 
few individuals, and $37 343,38 besides. ‘This is 
the case this year. Henceforth they are to receive 
the while amount of this revenue, with some hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars besides, to be drawn 
from other branches of revenue, unless this bill is 
passed which I propose to bring in. Tis ts the 
effect of the act, dignified with the name of com- 
promise, and hallowed by the imputed charac'er 
ot sacred and inviolable! It tufns over a tax 
levied .rom seventeen millions of people on an 
article of essential comfort, and almost a ne- 
ce‘sary; it turns over this whole tax to a f.w 
individuals; aud that not being eaorgi to 
satisfy their demand, they receive the remainder 
from the National Treasury! It violates the 
Constitution to the whole extent of the excess of 
the drawback over the daty. It subj: cts the Trea- 
sury to an unforeseen amount of undue demands. 
It deprives the people of the whole benefit of the 
reduction of the sugar tax, provided fer by the ac: 
itsel’; and subjec's them to the mercies of those who 
may choc se to monopolize the arucle for retiaemient 
and exportation. The whole number of persons 
into whose hands al this money and power is 
thrown, is, accorJing to a statement derived from 
Gov. Wolf, the late collector of the customs at Phila- 
delphia, no more than own the 29 sugar refineries; 
the wole of which, omitting some small ones in 
the West, and three in New Orleans, are situate oa 
the north side of Mason and Dixon's lin:! 

Referring Senators to the tables marked 2, 3, and 
4, and especially to the latter, for more detailed in- 
formation on the subject of the sugar tax and draw- 
back, Mr. B. would proceed to the next article to 
the effect upon which, of the comprom se act, he 
would ws'1 to call their attention; and that ar icle 
was imported molas es, and its manufacture, in 
the shape of exported rum. Oa this article, and 
i simanufacture, the operat.on of the act wes of the 
same characier, though ncet to the same degree, that 
it was on sugars; the dutics were reduced, while 
the drawback remained the same. ‘The :mporta- 
tion of mo!asses for the year 1833 was 81,402 gal- 
lous; the cost was $14,872, the duties were $4,070; 
and the drawback, $2,960. In 1539, the same 
iiems, were: importation, 392,368 gal'ons; the 
cost, $37,6)1; the duties, $18,043; ard the draw- 
back, $13,125. Thus, up to the pre-eat time, the 
drawvack,though gaining upon the daty,has not over- 
taken it; and will not (upon the assumptien of the 
importation of 1839 for the importation of ensuing 
years) until the year 3843. In that year. 
assuming the importation to be 392,363 gallons of 
molasses, and the cost to be $37,G01, the dut.es 
will amount to $14,384, and tre drawback on ex- 
ported rums will be $14,267. This would be a 
payment of the who'e amount of the molasses tax 
to the rum distillers; it would be the taxirg of 
seven'een millions of people cn their mo!asses for 
the so’e benefit of a few hundred rum distillers, 
th: whole of whom ¢re resident to the north cf 
Mason atd Dxon's line. This would be bad 
enough, tiough not so bad as in the css° of the su- 
gar tax. So far asthe absurdity of taxing a vation 
in an article of common comfort, for the benefit of 
a few incividoals—:o far as this absurdity was con- 
cerced, it would be on a par wich the sugar tax: so 
far as the violation of the Constitution is conceraed 
in substituting a premium for a drawback, it would 
still be on a par with it: so far as a monopoly of a 
common comfort cf life was cuncerned, it wou'd 
still be of the same character: anc, so far as 
drawing upon cther sources of revenue would be 
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conceined, it would approximate slightly to the 
evils of the sugar tax; for is very certain that the 
importation of molasses, and exportation of rum 
(to say nothing of frauds) will iucrease a» the du- 
tics Cecome less; and that the impoitation of 1843, 
and even of 1841 and 1842, and far exceed 
that of 1839; and thus create a demand upon the 
Treasury for a larger amount of drawback on ex- 
ported rum than the duty on imported molasses 
would pay. All this is very clear without any 
fraud in the case. Dat are we to eseape frauds in 
a case where the commission of them 1s so easy, 
the temptation so great, and the detecticn so diffi- 
culi? If we are, we shal be more fortunate than 
we have been heretofore, and that under the cir- 
cumstancess of a less temptation. It is well 
known that whiskey can be converted into New 

















England rum, and exported as sich, and 
receive the drawback of the mo'ases du- 
ty; and that this has been done just as 


ofien as the price of whiskey (aud the mean- 
est would answer the purpose) was 1 s3 than 
the costof molasses. Tne proce s was hs. Pur- 
chas2 base whiskey at a low rave—filtrate it 
tarcuch charcoal, to deprive ito! snell and tos em 
then pass it through a ium distillery, in compay 
with a litle ral rum—and the waiskey would 
come out ram, ve’y fit to be sold as such at home, 
or exported as such with the benefit of drawback. 
A!l this has been doae, ard hes been proved to be 
done; and, there'o.e, may be done regain, and cei- 
tainly will be done, under the increase! ‘emp a- 
tion which the comprom se act row affords, and 
will continue to afford, 1! not amended as proposed 
by the bill L propose to bring in. It was proved 
beforeacommuitee of the Tlouse of Repiesenta- 
lives In the session of 1827-8. Mr, Jeio nus John- 
son, then a memter of Congress from the eity of 


New York, now a custom hous* ofiter in that 
city, test fied directly to ithe fact. To the 
que tion: “fre there not large quantities of 


whiskey used with molasses in the distillation of what 
is called new rum?’ He answered: “ There are.” 
That whiskey is now used for that purpose, is 
clearly established by the tab’e ma:ked Bo That 
table shows that the importation of foreign mo- 
lasses for the year 1839 was 392,368 gallons; and 
the expertanion of cistilled rum for that quantity 
was 356 699 gallons; thatis to say, nearly as many 
gallons of :um went cut as of molasses came in; 
and, admitung that a gallon of gcod molasses will 
make a ga!lon of ram, yet the average is be'ow it. 
Inferior or common molasses falls short of y1r- 
ducing gallon for galion by from 5 to 74 per cent. 
Now make an allowance for this deficiency; allow 
al-o for the quantity of foreign molasses consumed 
in the United Srates in other ways; allow likewise 
for the quantity of rum made {rem molasses, ard 
not exported, but consumed at home: allow for these 
three stems, and the conviction becomes irresistible, 
that wh'skey was used jn the distillation of rum 
in the year 1839, and exported with the tenefit of 
drawback! Bat, lestit should be objected thita 
singl> year is nota fair tes’, I wiltike three years 
together: I will take the three last years; and will 
show that the result is the saine for each—that the 
exportation of rum nearly equals the importation 
of molasses for each year. The thre: years in 
question stand thus: 


Molasses imported. Rum exported. 


Callons. Gallons. 
1637 123,246 116 588 
1=33 236,216 244,742 
1859 392 368 356,699 


The results are the seme in each year; and they 
announce the fact that somethinge'se besides mc- 
lasses is a material used for the manulectare of 
thisrum. That material is whiskey—base whiskey 
-~the cheapest which can be made, or bought; ard, 
whenever costing less by the ga'lon than molasses, 
itis accordingly bonght for distillation intorum 
for exportation. Ths bas te2n done heretcfore; 
it is done now; and wilc ntinue to be done more 
largely than ever under the ed litional ind ucemeais 
afforcei by the compromise act. 

I pass to the third item mentioned in the bil. — 
the fishing bounties and a lowances—and which I 
propuse to reduce in proportion to the redaction 
which the salt duty has undergone and is to undergo, 








ee een 


‘the affirmative of this question. 
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And here I am met by a question, whether these 
allowances ars founded upon the sa't duty, and 
should rise and fall wiih it, or are independent of 
that tax, and can be kept up without 1? I hold 
I hold that the 
allowances rext upon the duty, and upon nothing 
else but the duty, and there is neither LAW nor 
CONSTITUTION to support them on any other 
principle. This is what T hold; but I should not 
have noticed the question at this time, execpt for 
the issue joined upon it between the Senator {rem 
Massachusetis who silts farther on the other side 
[Mr. Davis] and myself. He and I have made up 
an issue on ths point; and, without going into the 
argument at this time, I will cite him to the origi- 
nal petition from the Massachusetts Legislature, 
asking for a drawback of the duties, or, as they 
styled it, “‘aremission of duties on all the dutiable 
articles used @n the fisheries; and also premiums and 
bounties; and to half a dozen acts of Congress which 
PROVE my position, hoping that these may be suf- 
ficient; but promi-ing to come down upon him 
with an avalanche of AUTHORITIES, if they are 
not. 

The dutiable articles used in the fisheries, and 
of which a remission ci duty was asked, calcu- 
lated on a vessel of sixty-five tons, for cne season, 
were: 


On salt - - - - $80 25 
On ram - - - 14 00 
On tea - . - - 2 4 
On sugar - - - 3°03 
On molasses - . - gg 
On coarse woollens - - a 33 
On lines, lead, and hooks - 299 
On sailcloth - - - 205 
On cordage, cables, &c. - - 20 00 
On tonnage . - - 3 69 
On iron - . - ~ 1 00 


$138 00 

This petition, presented to Congress in the year 
1790, was referred to the Secretary of State [Me. 
Jerrerson} for a report upon it; and his report 
was, “that a drawback of duties ought to be allowed to 
the fishermen on the articles used in their calling,” and 
that “‘the fisheries are not to draw support from the 
Treasury.” ‘This report was sanctioned by the 
immediate action of Congress, and has governed 
every law that has been made upon the subject. 
Confining my quvtations from acts of Congress to 
ihe main arucie used by fishermen, and paying 
duty, namely, salt, 1 shall proceed to show what 
the leg slation of Congress has been upon it; aad, 
in doing so, shall show that the sait duty, from 
1790 to the present ‘day, has constituted the sole 
fuundation for the fi-hiag bounties and allowances; 
and that the two have constantly ri-en together, 
and fallen together, tuseparable in their jife and in 
their death. 

1. The first act is that of 1789, the same which 
imposed a duty of six ceats a bushel on salt, aad 
which granted a bounty of five cents a barrel on 
pickled fish exported, and also on beef and pork 
exported, and five ceats a quintal on dried fish ex- 
ported; aud declared these bounties to be “in lieu 
of a drawback of the duties imposed on the importation 
of the salt employed and expended therein.” 

This act is itself decisive of the whole question. 
In the first place it declares te bounty to be in lieu 
of a drawback of the salt duty. In the second 
place, if contorms to the principle of all drawbacks, 
and only grants the bounty on that portion of the 
fish which shall be exported. In the third place, it 
gives the same bounty, and in the same words, to 
the exporters of sa‘tedjbeef and pork, which is given 
to the exporters of fish: and certainly mariners we:e 
not expected to be created among the raicrers ef 
swine and cattle ! 

2 Iu 1790 the duty on salt was doubled; it was 
rai-ed from six to twelve cents a bushel: by the 
same act the fishing and provision bounties and al- 
lowances were also doubled: they were raised from 
five to tea cents the barrel an Iithequintal. By this 
act ihe bounties and allowances both to fish and 
provisions were described to be “in liew of draw- 
back of the duty on salt used in curing fish and pro- 
visions exporied.” Vol. 2, chap. 2, Laws United 
Slates, 
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3. The act of 1792 repeals “‘the bounty in liew of || 1813. The war revived them, and revive; them 


drawback on DRIED fish,” and ‘‘in lieu of that, and 
as a COMMUT.ITION thereof, and EQUIVA- 
LENT therefor,” shitts the bounty from the quintal 
of dried fish to the tonnage of the fishing vessel, 

and changes its name from BOUNTY to ALLOW. 
ANCE. This is the key actto the present system 
of tonnage allowance to the fishing vessel, and was 

passed upon the petition of the fishermen, and to 

enable the crew of the vessel to draw the bounty in- 
stead of letting it fall into the hands of the 
exporting merchant. It was done upon the fisher- 
men’s petition, and for that purpose; and to exclude 
all idea of considering this change as a change of 
pv licy, and that the allowance was now to become 
a bounty from the Treasury for the encouragement 
of a nursery for seamen, the act went on to make 
this precise an! explicit declaration: ‘That the al- 
lowance so granted to the fishing vessel was a commu- 
tation of, and an equivalent for, the bounty in liew of 
drawback of the duties imposed on the importation of 
the salt used in curing the fish erported.”” Vol 2, chap. 
2, Laws United Sta'es, 

4. In 1797 the duty on salt was rais: dfrom twelve 
cents to twenty cents a bushel: by the same act a 
corresponding rise was made in the bounties to ex- 
ported salted provisions and pickled fish, and in the 
aliowance to fishing vessels. The salt duty was 
raised one-third; and these bounties and allowances 
were raived one-third. Thirty three and one-third 
per cent. was added all round; and the aet was ex- 
plicitin again s'yling the bounties and allowances 
as acommutation in lieu of the drawback cf the 
saltduty. Vol. 3, chap. 176, Laws United States. 

5. The act of April 12, 1800, continues the salt 
duty, and with it continues all the bounties to 
salted provisionsand pickled fish exported, and all 
the allowances to fishing vessels, for the term of 
ten years; and then adds this proviso: “That these 
allowances shall not be wnderstood to be continued for a 
longer time than the correspondent duties on salt, re- 
spectively, for which the said allowances were granted, 
shall be payable.” Such are the terms of the act of 
the year 1800. Itisaclincher. It nails up every 
thing. It shows that Congress was determined 
that the salt duty and the bounties and the allow- 
ances shonld be one and indivisib'e; that they 
should come and go tegether—should rise and fall 
together—should live and die tegether. It may be 
seen in volume 3, chapter 176, of the Laws of the 
Unved States. 

6. In 1807, Mr. Jefferson being President, the 
salttax was abolished upon his recommendation; 
and with it all the bounties and allowances to fish- 
ing vessels, to pickled fish, and to salted beef and 
pork, were all sweptaway. The same act abo- 
lished the whole. The first section repealed the 
salt duty; the second repealed the bounties and al- 
lowances; the salt duty was to cease on the first 
day of January, 1808, and the bounties and allow- 
ances ceased on the same day. ‘Thesecond section 
of the act declares: 

“That from and after the first day of January next, so much 
of any actasallowsa bounty on exported salt’ provisions and 
pickled fish, in diew of drawback of the duties on the sall em- 
ployed in curing the same, and so much of any act as makes 
allowances to the owners and crews of fishing vessels, in liew 
of drawback of the duties paid on the salt used in the same, 
shali be, and the same hereby is, repealed.” 

This was the end of the first salt tax in the 
the United States, and of all the bounties and al- 
lowances built upon it. It fell under the Republi- 
can administration of Mr. Jefferson, and with the 
unanimous vote of every Republican, and also 
with the votes of many of the Federalists. The 
journal of the House of Representaives shows 
that there were but five votes against the passage 
of the repealing bill, and these were Messrs. Isaac 
L. Green and Josiah, Quincy, of Massachusetts; 
Gordon S. Mumford, of New York; Nathan Wil- 
liams, of New Jersey; and Eliphalet Wickes, of 
Maryland. These were the whole who voted 
against the repeal; and of all the members of the 
House present, there was not ONE who suggested 
that the fishing bounties and allowances were in- 
dependent of the salt duty, or ought to be conti- 
nued one stant after that duty was repealed. 

7. After this, for six years, there was no salt tay, 
and no fishing bounty or allowance in the United 
States. The twe ,,measures—the tax, and its 
offspring—slept toge er in the tomb from 1807 to 





















tegether; and the bill which re tored them to Jif “ 
condemned them to death within one year afier re 2 
termination of the war. Before that year was o ; “ 
the tax and the bounties and allowances foundes 
upon it, were continued until repealed by Con = 
gress; and it is that act which is now jn fotee. 
Tke very act, then, which now keeps alive the fish. rage 
ing bountis and allowances, brought them jn, Is" 
exisience as an appendage to the sait duty—as it the s 
natural product, and inseparable companion—an4 equi' 
all that we have to do is to repeal the salt act of a Prov 
1813, and the fishing bounties and allowances are only 
left without a law to support them—so thorough| Ir 
ani indissolubly are they connected together: 7 calle 
mutually and entirely are they dependent u, od claus 
each other. P boun 
Mr. B. said the fishing bounties and allowancesii 2 
were granted upon petitions from Massachusetts tion t 
fifty years ago. The f£shing interest asked foy gone, 
things: 1. A remission of duties on the article come 
uved in their calling, of which salt was the chief. ous a 
2. A bounty out ot the Treasury, in imitation of salt 
the British bounties; 3. These benefits tobe granite 1830 
to the whale ships; 4. To be granted to the cod shoul 
and mackerel fisheries. Of these four applications am "iM: 
Congress granted two: namely, the remission of feet; | 
duties on salt, in the shape of bounty and aliow.gm ™!S¢ 
ance; and this relief to the mackerel and ced fishe. furth 
ries, not the whale fisheries. Mr. B. relied upon whict 
this to show that encouragement to mariners was and * 
no part of the object of the fishing bounties angimm ¥45P 
allowances. Not a cent had ever gone to the allow 
whale ships: they had only gone to the cod ap a 
mackerel fisheries. The noble whaler of four ogi "0% 
five hundred tons, with her ample crew, which oan 
sailed twenty thousand miles, doubling a mo natch; 
tempestuous cape, before she arrived at her fieldo act, th 
operations—which remained out three years, wag aan 
ing actual war with the monsters of the deep ” al 
warin which a brave heart, a steady eye, and am ? aced 
ironnerve, was as much wanted as in any bait ~ rs 
withman—this noble whaler got nothing: it a he 
went to the cod and mackerel fi-heries, which we “7 _ 
carried on in small vessels, some as small as fi hole, 
tons, and in the rivers and along the coasts, an ; a 
on the banks of New Foundiand, and where no ol 
thing but the hook and line was used. Enterprising all ae 
hardy, and meritorious as these hook and ling. ai 
; te 
fishermen might be, they were not to be compa terion 
as mariners, ner their business as nursing seame nest o 
to be compared to the whalers and whalemen gj 1.4, ; 
Yet these lat'er received no part of the bounties the gre 
and allowances; and the reason was because they oyio ' 
did not pay duties on imimported salt. now hh 
Mr. B. here read an article from the New Hamp- shape ¢ 
shire Gazette, of March 9th, published at Ports-H% ment 1 
mouth, to show that the view he took-of the fishing bountie 
bounties and allowances, as founded upon the sali by the, 
duties, was sustaire! by that paper, and also by thei the salt 
community ; that all aten.pts to get up an exci Hi | now 
ment among the fishermen had failed at the election branch 
of March, 1838, and would fail at the impeoding#ay jiwhj 
election, (which they did;) that the fishermen knew tions in 
that the bounties and allowances were founded country 
upon the salt tax; that they rose and fell with th ‘ 
duty; and that they were too just to desire the ai year 19: 
lowancies without the duties, and had (oo MUCHRR year we, 
regard to the rest of the Union to desire the Whol@iif oe foy 
country to be taxed in their salt on theiraccousl. Bi about ¢} 
After a just tribute to the integrity and firmnesg@ one hal 
of the fishermen, in resisting this a'tempt at a li(\@@Bpaid jn 
fish panic, and a compliment to the New Hamp*hig@hould | 
Gazette, the oldest newspaper in the State, Mr. Ol 
said: I here rest my statutory citations on this subjrd rm 
I have done nothing but cite statutes to estab MMMM ration of 
my position; and surely I have cited enough. ial redu 
not, and the Senator from Massachusetts, [ ind of 
Davis,] or any other Senator, shall wish to } corre 
any thing more, I pledge myself to gratily him. dallo 
pledge myself to take up the question, and (0 § t yea 
through with ii; to pile law upon law, author! ars | 


upon authority, and reason upon reason, until egasum of g 


and allowances NEVER were granted as en 


_ry objection shall be crushed under their welg 90,000 
and the last doubt expunged from the mind of era ed; b 
ry Senator. I pledge myself to prove the pe ge red 
\o their satisfaction, and that bovh negatively 7 1843 
affirmatively: negatively, that the fishing pew The p 
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